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1 Methodology 

1.1.1 A reptile survey was undertaken in 2021 and updated in 2025. Both surveys were undertaken 
according to standard methodology (English Nature 1994; Froglife 1999).  

1.1.2 256 artificial refuges (0.5m x 0.5m roofing felt tiles) were deployed in suitable habitat within 
the Site boundary on 15 and 16 April 2021 and checked on seven occasions in appropriate 
weather conditions in April and June 2021. Sites were selected to survey the most suitable 
habitat within the Site boundary and to provide information on the distribution of reptile 
populations across the Site.  

1.1.3 257 artificial refuges (0.5m x 0.5m roofing felt tiles) were then deployed in suitable habitat 
within the Site boundary on 02 April 2025 and checked on seven occasions in appropriate 
weather conditions in April and May 2025. Sites were again selected to survey the most 
suitable habitat within the Site boundary and to provide information on the distribution of 
reptile populations across the Site. 

2 Limitations 

2.1.1 Minor limitations to the reptile surveys are summarised below: 

 A number of refugia on the western boundary were moved by a third party (not 
known) during the course of the 2021 survey period. These were subsequently re-
deployed prior to the subsequent survey visit. This is not considered to be a significant 
limitation.   

 Survey refugia in the north-eastern field within the Survey Area were destroyed by 
cattle during the 2021 survey period; no reptiles were recorded prior to the action of 
the cattle. Due to the presence of livestock throughout the year within this field, it 
was not possible to replace these refugia. This area was considered to provide sub-
optimal habitat for reptiles and, consequently, the absence of these refugia was not 
considered to be a significant constraint on the evaluation of the Survey Area for 
reptiles. 

 A small number of refugia were lost as an incidental result of land management 
(sileage/hay cut) between the penultimate and final survey of the 2021 survey period 
and again during the 2025 survey period. This was not considered to be a significant 
constraint on the evaluation of the Survey Area for reptiles. 

3 Results 

3.1.1 Survey results from 2021 are provided in Table A7.8.1 with locations shown on Figure A7.8.1. 
A ‘low’ population of grass snake was identified within the Site (Froglife, 1999). Survey results 
from 2025 are provided in Table A7.8.2 with locations shown on Figure A7.8.1. A ‘low’ 
population of grass snake was identified within the Site again.  

3.1.2 All grass snakes recorded during both the 2021 and 2025 surveys were found under refuges 
located adjacent to a single hedgerow located in the north of the Site.  
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Table A7.8.1. 2021 reptile survey results 

Visit Date Start 
Time Weather Results 

1 29/04/2021 10:40 Temp 9°C, cloud cover 5/8, wind force 1 No reptiles. 

2 07/05/2021 10:00 Temp 11°C, cloud cover 5/8, wind force 2 1 grass snake. 

3 12/05/2021 10:45 Temp 13°C, cloud cover 4/8, wind force 1 No reptiles. 

4 
19/05/2021 14:00 Temp 14°C, cloud cover 5/8, wind force 3 1 grass snake 

slough. 

20/05/2021 09:00 Temp 10°C, cloud cover 8/8, wind force 3 1 grass snake 
slough. 

5 24/05/2021 12:45 Temp 12°C, cloud cover 6/8, wind force 1 No reptiles. 

6 10/06/2021 13:00 Temp 19°C, cloud cover 7/8, wind force 1 1 grass snake. 
7 17/06/2021 08:30 Temp 18°C, cloud cover 8/8, wind force 1 1 grass snake. 
 
Table A7.8.2. 2025 reptile survey results 

Visit Date Start 
Time Weather Results 

1 15/04/2025 08:30 Temp 12°C, cloud cover 3/8, wind force 2 No reptiles. 

2 24/04/2025 16:30 Temp 17°C, cloud cover 4/8, wind force 0 No reptiles. 

3 29/04/2025 08:00 Temp 15°C, cloud cover 1/8, wind force 1 No reptiles. 

4 01/05/2025 07:30 Temp 16°C, cloud cover 2/8, wind force 0 No reptiles. 

5 07/05/2025 09:00 Temp 15°C, cloud cover 3/8, wind force 2 No reptiles. 

6 11/05/2025 07:30 Temp 12°C, cloud cover 2/8, wind force 1 1 grass snake. 
7 16/05/2025 08:00 Temp 14°C, cloud cover 0/8, wind force 1 No reptiles. 
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Figure A7.8.1: Reptile Survey Plan



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


