Strategic Planning Response

Application reference: PL/2026/01867
Site Address: Land adjacent to A345, High Post, Salisbury, SP4 6AT

Preliminary procedural matter:
The draft Wiltshire Local Plan review was submitted for independent examination in November 2024.  Although initial hearing sessions were held in 2025, the examination was effectively halted by the examining Inspectors in early 2026. 
The Wiltshire Local Plan Review (2020–2038) has not been adopted and its future status is currently subject to a decision by Cabinet and Full Council in May 2026 following receipt of the Inspectors’ post‑hearing correspondence. In this context, policies within the draft Local Plan review carry limited weight for decision‑making purposes, having regard to its stage of preparation, unresolved objections and the guidance in paragraph 49 of the National Planning Policy Framework.
The application site itself was not proposed by the Council for allocation in the emerging Local Plan review. However, land in this general location was promoted by the applicant through that process as an omission site. That promotion related to a smaller area than is now proposed and was not identical to the current site boundary.
Evidence prepared to support the emerging Local Plan Review (such as Planning for Westbury, September 2023) may provide background context. However, as it does not form part of the adopted development plan, it should be treated with appropriate caution and does not establish a policy basis for development. 
Proposal: 
Erection of a building amounting to 6,968 sqm GIA (Use Classes E(g), B2 and B8) with associated facilities, access with security, parking, hard and soft landscaping, drainage and associated works; A new roundabout from the A345 with footways and bus stops; A new access to Chemring Countermeasures UK including turning and security; Solar Fields; and associated works.
Comments:
From a strategic planning policy perspective, the application site lies outside the defined limits of development and is not allocated for employment use in the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The proposal is therefore, in principle, contrary to the spatial strategy set out in Core Policies CP1 and CP2, which seek to direct significant employment growth to the main settlements.
As a result, the development can only be supported where it is clearly justified as an exception under Core Policy CP34. The defence‑related nature of the proposal and its relationship with the existing Chemring facility mean that the “wider strategic interest” element of CP34 is engaged, particularly in the context of established defence‑related activity at High Post. However, this does not in itself outweigh the plan‑led approach, nor remove the need for the proposal to satisfy the remaining criteria of the policy, including demonstrating that it cannot reasonably be accommodated within a defined settlement.
In policy terms, the acceptability of the proposal is finely balanced and will depend largely on whether it can be demonstrated that it is supported by adequate infrastructure, particularly in transport terms, in accordance with CP34(e) and Core Policies CP60–CP62. Given the scale of employment proposed, together with the site’s countryside location, the impact on the A345 and the wider network is likely to be a key consideration. The extent to which the proposal accords with the Core Strategy’s sustainability objectives will therefore depend on the conclusions reached in relation to transport impacts and the effectiveness of any proposed mitigation.


