APPLICATION FOR PRIOR NOTIFICATION – PART 3 
CASE OFFICER REPORT
 
	APPLICATION REFERENCE:
	PL/2026/01341

	APPLICATION TYPE:
	Prior notification: Development by telecoms operators

	SITE ADDRESS:
	Land at Midge Hall Nurseries, Royal Wootton Bassett, Swindon, SN4 8ER

	DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION:
	The proposed works comprise the removal of existing 12m monopole supporting 3 no. antennas and the installation of a new 17.5m monopole supporting 3 no. antennas on an open headframe, 1 no 300mm transmission dish, 1 no. 600mm transmission dish and ancillary development there to including 18 no. Ericsson Radio Systems (ERSs).

	RECOMMENDATION:
	That Prior Approval is required and GRANTED





SITE DESCRIPTION/CONTEXT
The proposed site is an established telecommunication installation.

The immediate area surrounding the existing installation is rural in nature, with a small cluster of
residential properties to the North of the M4. Long distance views benefit from partial screening
from the tree coverage along the M4 carriageway.

The nearest residential property located to the North benefit from tree and bush coverage
concealing views of the installation and thus do not directly overlook the site. When travelling on
the bridge over the M4, the installation is out of view and therefore doesn’t have a visual impact
on motorists.


PROPOSAL
Confirmation is sought on whether prior approval is required for the following:
The current monopole installation is being replaced with a slightly larger monopole installation of
similar monopole design, to facilitate significantly improved connectivity to the Royal Wooton
Bassett area.

The proposed works includes the removal of the existing 12.0m high monopole (with an overall
height of 14.6m) and 3No. antennas and the installation of a slightly larger monopole (overall
height 17.5m) and 3No. antennas, 2 transmission dishes and ancillary radio development.

Following objection from Wiltshire Council Highways the applicant submitted an amended route plan that avoided the Weight Restrictions within the Parish of Purton.


RELEVANT LEGISLATION, POLICY AND GUIDANCE 
This application is assessed under Article 3 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended), which grants planning permission for certain types of development described in Schedule 2 of the Order. The grant of permission is subject to the limitations, conditions, and provisions set out within the relevant Classes of permitted development.

Under Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended), development by or on behalf of an electronic communications code operator may be permitted subject to prior approval from the Local Planning Authority.



RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY 

	[bookmark: _bc9eaa23_7b84_4e11_8860_67eb8bbe0c9e]

	Proposal / Summary

	N/03/01533/TN3 - Telecommunications (Prior Approval) Decision - Permitted Development Date: 21/7/2003 – PRIOR APPROVAL NOTIFICATION BY VODAFONE FOR REPLACEMENT 12M POLE WITH A 15M MONOPOLE WITH 2 NO. 300MM MICROWAVE DISHES AND 6 NO. ANTENNAS

	PL/2023/09107 - Prior notification: Development by telecoms operators Decision - Prior Approval Granted Date: 14/12/2023 – Proposed Base Station upgrade to the existing 12.0m High Phosco monopole. Proposed removal and replacement of existing 12.0m high CU Phosco K3 monopole and existing 3No. antennas with proposed 17.5m high CU Phosco Monopole c/w 4.9 headframe and proposed 3

	PL/2026/01341 - Prior notification: Development by telecoms operators – The proposed works comprise the removal of existing 12m monopole supporting 3 no. antennas and the installation of a new 17.5m monopole supporting 3 no. antennas on an open headframe, 1 no 300mm transmission dish, 1 no. 600mm transmission dish and ancilla

	

	



CONSULTATIONS

Wiltshire Council Highways Officer: No objection following submission of alternative delivery route.

Wiltshire Council Public Protection Officer: No objection

Wiltshire Council Aroboricultural Officer: No objection as long as only shrubbery removed

National Highways: No objection subject to condition

Lydiard Tregoze Parsh Council: Comment: the map is incorrect therefore wrong access point.


ASSESSMENT

Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A of the Order identifies the following as permitted development:
Development by or on behalf of an electronic communications code operator for the purpose of
the operator’s electronic communications network in, on, over or under land controlled by that
operator or in accordance with the electronic communications code, consisting of—
(a) the installation, alteration or replacement of any electronic communications apparatus,
(b) the use of land in an emergency for a period not exceeding 18 months to station and operate
moveable electronic communications apparatus required for the replacement of unserviceable
electronic communications apparatus, including the provision of moveable structures on the land
for the purposes of that use, or
(c) development ancillary to radio equipment housing.

The proposed works includes the removal of the existing 12.0m high monopole (with an overall
height of 14.6m) and 3No. antennas and the installation of a slightly larger monopole (overall
height 17.5m) and 3No. antennas, 2 transmission dishes, existing cabinets and ancillary development. The proposal would therefore fall within the provisions of Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A, Sub-Paragraphs (a) and (c).

On the basis that the proposal would fall under the provisions of Sub-Paragraphs (a) and (c) of
Class A, it is necessary to assess the proposal against the circumstances set out within Class A
where development is not permitted. Paragraph A.1 covers circumstances where development is
not permitted and consists of 10 sections. Those sections are outlined below:
(1) Development not permitted: ground-based apparatus.
(2) Development not permitted: building-based apparatus other than small antenna and small cell
systems.
(3) Development not permitted: apparatus on masts.
(4) Development not permitted: antennas and supporting structures installed, replaced or altered
on article 2(3) land or land which is a site of special scientific interest.
(5) Development not permitted: electronic communications apparatus installed, replaced or
altered on a dwellinghouse.
(6) Development not permitted: small antennas installed, replaced or altered on a building which
is not a dwellinghouse.
(7) Development not permitted: ground or base area.
(8) Development not permitted: driver information systems.
(9) Development not permitted: radio equipment housing.
(10) Development not permitted: public call box

Each section is addressed in turn below.
(1) Development not permitted: ground-based apparatus. This section is relevant since the
proposal includes the alteration to ground-based electronic communications apparatus.
Development consisting of the installation, alteration or replacement of electronic communications
apparatus (other than on a building) is not permitted by Class A(a) if—

(a) in the case of the installation of electronic communications apparatus (other than a mast), the
apparatus, excluding any antenna, would exceed a height of 15 metres above ground level; The
proposal does not include the installation of electronic communications apparatus, other than the
mast, which would exceed 15m in height. Criterion A.1(1)(a) is satisfied.

(b) in the case of the alteration or replacement of electronic communications apparatus (other
than a mast) that is already installed, the apparatus, excluding any antenna, would when altered
or replaced exceed the height of the existing apparatus or a height of 15 metres above ground
level, whichever is the greater;

The proposal does not include the alteration/replacement to/of any electronic communications
apparatus, other than the mast, which would exceed 15m in height. Criterion A.1(1)(b) is satisfied.

(c) in the case of the installation of a mast, the mast, excluding any antenna, would exceed a
height of—
(i) 30 metres above ground level on unprotected land; or
(ii) 25 metres above ground level on article 2(3) land or land which is on a highway;
The proposed replacement mast would measure 17.5metres. Criterion A.1(1)(c) is satisfied.

(d) in the case of the alteration or replacement of a mast, the height of the mast, excluding any
antenna, would when altered or replaced exceed the greater of the height of the existing mast or a height of—
(i) 30 metres above ground level on unprotected land; or
(ii) 25 metres above ground level on article 2(3) land or land which is on a highway; or
The proposed replacement mast would not lead to its height exceeding relevant limits,
excluding any antenna. Criterion A.1(1)(d) is satisfied.

(e) in the case of the alteration or replacement of a mast—
(i) the mast is on any land which is, or is within, a site of special scientific interest; and
(ii) the mast would, when altered or replaced, exceed the original width of the mast by more than
one third.
The site is not within an area of special scientific interest. The proposed mast would not exceed
the original width of the mast by more than one third. Criterion A.1(1)(e) is satisfied.
Section A.1(1) is satisfied.

(2) Development not permitted: building-based apparatus other than small antenna and small cell
systems.
This section is not relevant to the proposal since the proposed works would not constitute
building-based apparatus (the proposal relates to ground-based apparatus). Accordingly, none of
the criteria listed under Section A.1(2) would be triggered.
Section A.1(2) is satisfied.

(3) Development not permitted: apparatus on masts.
This section is relevant since the proposal includes installation of a new replacement mast, which includes the installation of apparatus on said mast. Development consisting of the installation, alteration or replacement of electronic communications apparatus (other than an antenna) on a mast is not permitted by Class A(a) if the height of the mast (including the apparatus installed, altered or replaced) would exceed any relevant height limit specified in paragraph A.1(1)(c) or (d) or A.1(2)(a) or (b). For the purposes of applying the limit specified in paragraph A.1(2)(a), the words
“taken by itself” in that paragraph are omitted.
The proposal would not trigger A.1(1)(c) or (d) or A.1(2)(a) or (b), as assessed within the
preceding sections of this report.
Section A.1(3) is satisfied.

(4) Development not permitted: antennas and supporting structures installed, replaced or altered
on article 2(3) land or land which is a site of special scientific interest.
The site is neither 2(3) land nor a site of special scientific interest, therefore in this case the section is not relevant.
Section A.1(4) is satisfied.

(5) Development not permitted: electronic communications apparatus installed, replaced or
altered on a dwellinghouse.
This section is not relevant since the proposal would not involve the installation, alteration or
replacement of any electronic communications apparatus on a dwellinghouse or within the
curtilage of a dwellinghouse. Accordingly, none of the criteria under Section A.1(5) would be
triggered.
Section A.1(5) is satisfied.

(6) Development not permitted: small antennas installed, replaced or altered on a building which
is not a dwellinghouse.
This section is not relevant since the proposal would not involve the installation, alteration or
replacement of a small antenna on a building which is not a dwellinghouse or within a curtilage of
a dwellinghouse. Accordingly, none of the criteria under Section A.1(6) would be triggered.
Section A.1(6) is satisfied.

(7) Development not permitted: ground or base area. This section is relevant since the proposal
relates to ground-based equipment. Development consisting of the installation, alteration or
replacement of any electronic communications apparatus other than—
(a) a mast;
(b) an antenna;
(d) any apparatus which does not project above the level of the surface of the ground; or
(e) radio equipment housing,
is not permitted by Class A(a) if the ground or base area of the structure would exceed 1.5 square
metres.
Note criteria (c) is removed under Statutory Instrument 2019 No. 907.
The proposal does not include any equipment not listed under (a), (b), (d) or (e) which would have
a ground or base area in excess of 1.5 square metres. 
Section A.1(7) is satisfied.

(8) Development not permitted: driver information systems.
This section is not relevant given the proposal is not directly relevant to driver information systems
under the description provided within the provisions of Road Traffic (Driver Licensing and
Information Systems) Act 1989. Accordingly, Section A.1(8) is not triggered.
Section A.1(8) is satisfied.

(9) Development not permitted: radio equipment housing.
This section is relevant since the proposal involves the alteration of radio equipment housing.
Development consisting of the installation, alteration or replacement of radio equipment housing is
not permitted by Class A(a) if—
(a) the development is not ancillary to the use of any other electronic communications apparatus;
The radio housing would be ancillary to the use of other electronic communications apparatus
contained within the proposal (the mast). Accordingly, criterion A.1(9)(a) is satisfied.

(b) the cumulative volume of such development would exceed 90 cubic metres or, if located on
the roof of a building, the cumulative volume of such development would exceed 30 cubic metres;

Calculations utilising the proposed plans indicate that the cubic content of relevant aspects of the
proposed works would be below the 90 cubic metre limit. Accordingly, criterion A.1(9)(b) is
satisfied.

(c) on any land which is, or is within, a site of special scientific interest, any single development
would exceed 2.5 cubic metres, unless the development is carried out in an emergency.
The site is not on land designated as being of special scientific interest. Accordingly, criterion
A.1(9)(c) is satisfied.

Paragraph (9A) specifies that sub-paragraph (9)(b) and (c) does not apply where the development
is carried out within a permitted compound (and accordingly the development described in that
sub-paragraph is permitted by Class A(a)). The site is not within a permitted compound and as
such Paragraph (9A) is not applicable in this instance.
Section A.1(9) is satisfied.

(10) Development not permitted: public call box Development consisting of the installation,
alteration or replacement of a public call box is not permitted by Class A. This section is not
relevant since the proposal does not relate to the installation, alteration or replacement of a public
call box. Accordingly, Section A.1(10) is not triggered.
Section A.1(10) is satisfied.

Conditions
It is concluded that the proposal would accord with Paragraph A.1. Accordingly, development is
permitted subject to the conditions outlined within Paragraph A.2. The proposal should be
assessed against the provisions of Paragraph A.2(1) and, subject to accordance with Paragraph
A.2(1), should subsequently adhere to the conditions set out within Sub-Paragraphs A.2(2-6).
(1) Class A(a) and A(c) development is permitted subject to the condition that—
(a) the siting and appearance of any—
(i) mast;
(ii) electronic communications apparatus installed, altered or replaced on a mast;
(iii) antenna or supporting apparatus;
(iv) radio equipment housing; or
(v) development ancillary to radio equipment housing, constructed, installed, altered or replaced
on a building (other than a building which is a mast) are such that the effect of the development
on the external appearance of that building is minimised, so far as practicable;

The provisions of Paragraph A.2(1)(a) are not relevant in this instance given that the proposal
does not relate to the construction of any equipment as defined through sub-paragraphs i-v on a
building.
Condition A.2(1)(a) is satisfied.

(b) the siting and appearance of any—
(i) mast;
(ii) electronic communications apparatus installed, altered or replaced on a mast;
(iii) antenna or supporting apparatus;
(iv) radio equipment housing; or
(v) development ancillary to radio equipment housing, which has been constructed, installed,
altered or replaced in a manner which does not require prior approval under paragraph A.2(3) are
such that the visual impact of the development on the surrounding area is minimised, so far as
practicable;

The visual impact of the mast, antenna or supporting apparatus and radio equipment housing
would be installed in such a manner that the proposal would minimise the visual impact of the
development on the surrounding area, as far as practicable. All elements of the proposal are
necessary for its function and no unnecessary elements are included which would be of
detrimental impact to the character and appearance of the area. It is not considered reasonable to
require additional design alterations on this basis.
Condition A.2(1)(b) is satisfied.

(c) the siting and appearance of any development which is visible from a site which is—
(i) article 2(3) land;
(ii) a scheduled monument or a listed building;
(iii) the curtilage of a schedule monument or a listed building;
(iv) a World Heritage Site;
(v) a site designated by the Secretary of State under section 1 of the Protection of Wrecks Act
1973; or
(vi) land registered by Historic England in a register described in section 8C of the Historic
Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953, are such that the visual impact of the development
on the site is minimised so far as practicable, taking into account the nature and purposes of the
site; 

The proposal is not within the vicinity or setting of any heritage assets identified within
Condition A.2(1)(c).
Condition A.2(1)(c) is satisfied.

(d) the siting of any development is such that it—
(i) does not prevent pedestrians from passing along a footway;
(ii) does not prevent access to premises adjoining a footway; and
(iii) is determined having regard to— (aa) the needs of disabled people; and
(bb) the guidance document “Inclusive Mobility” issued by the department for Transport in
December 2021.

Regard is had to the provisions of the Inclusive Mobility (2021) guidance document. Whilst
adjacent to, the proposal is not located on a footpath and would not prevent access to a footpath
or premises adjoining a footway. The proposal would not be of detriment to the needs of disabled
people. 
Condition A.2(1)(d) is satisfied.

Paragraph A.2(1) is satisfied.

Accordingly, Class A (a) and (c) development is permitted subject to compliance with the
conditions set out within Paragraphs A.2. It is concluded that the development is compliant with
Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted
Development) Order 2015 (as amended) as such approval should be granted.

CONCLUSION
The proposal would accord with the provisions of Schedule 2, Part 16, Class A of The Town and
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 (as amended) as such approval
should be granted subject to conditions.








