Planning Statement – Retrospective Application – Dog Walking Field Improvements
1. Site Location and Description
The application site comprises an established private dog walking field located at Foxley Paddock, Lydeway, Devizes. The site has been operating successfully for approximately six years as a dog walking/activity area.

2. Planning Background
The use of the land as a dog walking field is well established and serves the local community and surrounding areas. The current application relates solely to minor operational development within the dog walking/activity area and does not represent any change in use of the land.

3. Description of Development
This application seeks retrospective consent for works completed on 5th June 2024, comprising of:
- Division of 5.5 acres into approximately 1x5 acre field and 1x0.5 acres field.
- Installation of 1.8 metre high deer stock fencing with timber posts around the 0.5 acre field (see picture attached).
- Addition of a green privacy screen along one internal boundary in keeping with the appearance of the area.
- Installation of two metal gates.

4. Landscaping and Mitigation
Over 500 native hedging whips have been planted, with additional vegetation being planted over the next two years. This will form a mature hedge over time and soften visual impact to protect the rural character of the area.

5. Purpose and Justification
The subdivision will allow safer separation of dogs, particularly for training or behavioural needs providing greater flexibility for users without increasing overall site intensity. Furthermore, a dedicated space for dog agility training which includes competition-grade equipment.

6. Impact Assessment
Although the site is visible from the road, the fencing used is in keeping of rural stock deer fencing in both height and materials. The ongoing and planned hedgerow planting will significantly reduce visual impact over time, providing natural screening and enhancing the landscape to protect the rural character of the area.

7. Conclusion
The development of the dog walking/activity area is minor and has no adverse impact on neighbouring amenity. It incorporates planned substantial landscaping to improve visual integration and preserves and enhances the rural character of the area. 
In light of the above, the development is considered to be appropriate and acceptable, and approval is respectfully requested.

