
Application for Planning Permission
Reference: PP-14814999
Avenham House, Cricklade, SN6 6BY
Description of Proposed Works
Proposed: Erection of close-board timber boundary fence along the northern boundary, to a height of 2.4 metres (or as near to 2.4 metres as may be permitted above the 2.0 metre threshold).
We have already erected the fence since the original fence is falling down 
The newly erected fence comprises timber posts, horizontal timber arris rails and vertical treated timber feather-edge close-board panels. The fence has been erected approximately 0.5 metres inside the applicant’s boundary line, rather than on the boundary itself. In the gap between the new timber fence and the existing green mesh fence that runs along the boundary, the applicant proposes to plant shrubs and bushes. This planting will provide a natural green screen visible from the public footpath, softening the appearance of the fence and enhancing the visual amenity of the path for those using it.
The new fence currently stands at between 2.6 and 2.7 metres in height. This variation arises from the uneven nature of the ground along the boundary, as the boards were installed at a consistent length with the intention of trimming them to a uniform finished height upon completion. The applicant confirms that trimming to the proposed finished height of 2.4 metres, or such lesser height as may be agreed, is intended as part of the completion of the works.
Justification and Planning Considerations
Privacy and Security
The property and its garden are situated immediately adjacent to a well-used public footpath. The applicant has young children who use the garden regularly, and a higher boundary treatment is considered necessary to provide an appropriate level of privacy and to create a safe, enclosed environment for family use.
Anti-Social Behaviour
The footpath has been subject to incidents of anti-social behaviour, particularly during evening hours. These have included noise disturbance, fighting, rubbish being thrown into the garden, and on two separate occasions, objects including apples from a neighbouring tree being thrown with sufficient force to smash a bathroom window. A fence of the proposed height is considered a reasonable and proportionate measure to protect the property and its occupants from such incidents.
Visual Impact and Public Amenity
The fence has been set back approximately 0.5 metres from the boundary, and the applicant proposes to plant shrubs and bushes in the gap between the new timber fence and the existing green mesh fence that runs along the footpath edge. This planting will create a natural green buffer clearly visible to users of the path, significantly reducing the perceived height and visual impact of the fence.
The fence has received positive comments from members of the public, including from individuals who did not perceive the height as excessive or out of character with the area. Neighbouring properties on the opposite side of the footpath benefit from high brick boundary walls at the rear of their gardens, and the proposed fence, which sits some 2.5 metres away from those walls, is considered consistent with the character of boundary treatments in the wider area.
Improvement on Existing Conditions
Prior to the erection of the new fence, the boundary comprised a dilapidated and structurally unsound timber fence together with a Leylandii hedge reaching approximately 5.0 metres in height. The proposed fence, combined with the planned shrub planting between the fence and the green mesh boundary, is therefore a significant improvement in both appearance and amenity terms when compared to what existed on this boundary for over two decades.

