Design & Access Statement
Proposed Ground-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Array
Location: Lower Leaze, Chippenham, SN14
Applicant: Kelly Tyler

1. Introduction
This Design & Access Statement has been prepared in support of a householder planning application for the installation of a ground-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) array within the residential curtilage of the above property.
The statement explains the design principles, site considerations, and approach to access, demonstrating how the proposal responds appropriately to its context while delivering environmental benefits.

2. Site Description
The application site comprises a residential property and associated private land in Chippenham, Wiltshire.
The wider setting is characterised by a mix of residential and rural landscape features. The site benefits from open areas suitable for renewable energy generation, alongside existing and newly established planting & the adjacent paddocks, also owned by the Applicant, are grazed by the Applicants livestock
The applicants have undertaken significant land stewardship initiatives, including the planting of approximately 2,000 trees and whips, 600 flower bulbs & 1 acre of wildflower seeds to enhance biodiversity and strengthen landscape character.

3. Amount
The proposal consists of approximately 30 solar panels arranged in a grouped array formation.
The scale of development is domestic in nature and proportionate to the size of the property, annexe and stables and their energy requirements, especially as they are also intending of switching their oil tanker this year, to a heat pump to increase their zero net gain.

4. Layout
The layout of the solar panels has been carefully considered to:
· Maximise solar exposure (primarily south-facing orientation)
· Minimise visibility from neighbouring properties and public viewpoints
· Integrate with existing land contours and landscape features

5. Scale
The solar panels will be mounted on a low-profile frame system with a modest height above ground level.
This ensures that:
· The development remains visually unobtrusive
· It does not dominate the surrounding landscape
· It retains a domestic rather than commercial appearance
The scale is considered appropriate and compliant with Core Policy 57 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy.

6. Appearance
The panels will have a typical dark, non-reflective finish designed to absorb sunlight efficiently.
The overall appearance is:
· Simple and functional
· Consistent with modern renewable energy installations
· Subdued in colour to reduce visual impact
The development will be viewed against a backdrop of vegetation, further softening its appearance.

7. Landscaping
Landscaping forms a key part of the proposal.
The applicants have already undertaken extensive ecological enhancement, including:
· Planting approximately 2,000 trees and whips, 600 bulbs & wildflower seeds
· Creating new habitats for wildlife
· Enhancing biodiversity across the site
Additional planting, where necessary, will be used to:
· Provide natural screening
· Integrate the solar array into the landscape
· Strengthen existing green infrastructure
This approach aligns with Core Policy 50 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity).

8. Access
No new vehicular or pedestrian access is required as part of the development.
The solar array will be accessed using existing routes within the site for installation and occasional maintenance only.
There will be no impact on highways safety or local access arrangements.

9. Sustainability
The proposal represents a sustainable form of development by:
· Generating renewable energy on-site
· Reducing reliance on fossil fuels
· Incorporating battery storage (Tesla Powerwall) to improve energy efficiency
· Allowing surplus energy to be exported to the grid
The development supports the objectives of Core Policy 41 (Sustainable Construction and Low-Carbon Energy).
In addition, the applicants’ wider land management practices contribute significantly to biodiversity net gain and long-term environmental resilience.

10. Conclusion
The proposed development has been carefully designed to respond to its site context, minimise visual impact, and integrate with the surrounding landscape.
It is modest in scale, appropriate in appearance, and supported by extensive ecological enhancements already undertaken on the land.
The proposal represents a well-considered and sustainable form of development that accords with relevant policies of the Wiltshire Core Strategy and is therefore respectfully recommended for approval.

