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Hi Coral,

Please see NE’s confirmation of receipt.

Kind regards

James

Mr James Godbeer BSc Hons, MCIEEM

Principal Ecologist

L Ecology

Email. james@allecology.co.uk

Tel. 01453 374109

Mob. 07833 665084

Web. www.allecology.co.uk

Scotland office. All Ecology Ltd, Achadh Nan Geadh, Upper Kilchattan, Colonsay PA61 7YR.
England office. All Ecology Ltd, Haw Street, Coaley, Dursley, Gloucestershire GL11 5AY.

All Ecology is the trading name of All Ecology Ltd. Registered in England and Wales, Company Number 8306310. The information in this
email is confidential and intended for the addressee only. If received in error, please contact us and delete the message from your computer.
Copying, distributing, using or disclosing, its contents is prohibited. Whilst All Ecology makes every effort to keep its systems virus free, it is
your responsibility to check/scan all messages and attachments if any. No responsibility can be accepted by All Ecology.

Begin forwarded message:

From: SM-NE-GCN District Level Licensing <gcndli@naturalengland.org.uk>
Subject: Thank you for your Email - District Level Licensing

Date: 7 April 2026 at 18:38:12 BST

To: James Godbeer <james@allecology.co.uk>

CONSERVATION OF HABITATS AND SPECIES REGULATIONS
2017 (AS AMENDED)
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (AS AMENDED)

GREAT CRESTED NEWT DISTRICT LEVEL LICENSING

Thank you for contacting the District Level Licensing (DLL) Mailbox.

Please be aware that it is taking us around 5 working days to pick up emails
received. We currently have reduced capacity within the team due to staff moves
and long-term illness. Please do not chase for a response as this can cause
additional email traffic.

A new DLL Enquiry Form will be published on Gov.uk on 7th January 2026. Any
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Producing Site Boundary and Pond data in Google Earth

Introduction

The purpose of this guidance document is to inform how to produce spatial data for development
boundaries and ponds using a free, web based solution. The data produced will be useable within
ArcPro software, allowing the District Level Licensing team to run Impact Assessments on
development proposals as part of the licensing process.

Google Earth is a free to use webpage which can be found here: Google Earth
Once you have loaded the page, it should look like this:

1. Searching the site location

Using the search box, type the address or postcode and press enter. You can also use your mouse to scroll and
zoom to the location on the map.
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2. Creating a Red Line Boundary shapefile
Click the following icon:
File Edit View Add Tools Help
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Click points on the map to draw the Red Line Boundary of the development (should match that submitted for
planning. The DLL Impact Assessment will run directly from your shapefile, so must be drawn accurately). You
can zoom in and out with the mouse to ensure the boundary is correct. Complete the Polygon. You can also
adjust the completed polygon by clicking and dragging the points.

3. Save the Shapefile Layer

Once the polygon is complete, click ‘Save to Project’, then select ‘Local KML File’
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Click points on the map to draw a path or polygon
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In the next pop-up, name the shapefile layer ‘Red Line Boundary’ and change the outline colour to Red, then
click ‘Done’
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The polygon layer will now appear on the left side of the screen:
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4. Name the Project:

Click the three dots in the Map contents pane, then select ‘Edit project description’
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Title the project with development site name, then add the description as ‘Shapefiles’, then click save.

Edit project details
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5. Creating a folder:

In the Map contents pane, click the + icon, then ‘Create new folder’
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The name of the folder should be that

of the development site, then click 'Done’
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Drag the Red Line Boundary shapefile

into the folder.
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6. Creating the pond layer KML (If GCN survey data is available)

If you are submitting a no-survey enquiry, please go straight to section 7

Follow the procedure in section 3 to create the pond layer, with the following additions.

This time, when the edit pop up panel appears upon completing the drawing, in the ‘Title’ box, name the first
pond “Pond 1” then click on ‘+ Description’ (shown below).

/ Pond1

+ Description + Media
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In the additional text box, type either ‘A,

P’ or ‘NS’, depending on whether the GCN survey showed newts to be

present (P), absent (A) or if the pond was not surveyed (NS). It is very important that this description box is filled
in with survey information for survey route enquiries, so that we are able to easily see the GCN status of each

relevant waterbody (See below):
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Once complete, click ‘Done’

Repeat these steps for all subsequent ponds, giving each new pond a title of “Pond 2”, “Pond 3” etc with
numbers in ascending order.

Create a new folder by selecting the * icon, then ‘Create new folder’

Name the folder ‘Pond Layer’, click ‘Done’, then drag all pond shapefiles into it. Then drag the ‘Pond Layer’
folder into the Previously created ‘Site Name’ folder

They should appear like this:
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7. Export the project as a KML

Check that the files produced are correct and include all the necessary information. These can be edited or
delete a shapefile by right clicking the shapefile in the Map Contents pane, then clicking ‘Edit’ or ‘Delete’ in the
pop-up. You can zoom in to the map and click and drag the vector points of the shapefile to make any required
adjustments.

To export the file(s) - Double click the main folder containing all your shapefiles — It should now be
highlighted blue:
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Click ‘File’, then ‘Export as KML file’
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Once downloaded, locate the file. It is likely to be in your ‘Downloads’ on file explorer, if no folder was selected.
It may also appearin a pop up in the top right or bottom left of your browser, depending on which browser
you’re using. If it appears in a pop up, select “Show in folder” to open its location on your device and copy and
paste into a more appropriate folder that you can find easily.

Don’t worry if you can’t open these files on your computer — they may require GIS software such as QGIS (free)
if you did want to check your outputs, but the outputs should be fine and will only need to be opened by the DLL
team.

This process is now complete and should leave you with a set of .KML files which can be attached to an email
and submitted with your Enquiry form.






enquiries submitted to us after this date must use the new version of the form.
Any queries or freedom of information requests regarding the Nature Restoration
Fund should be directed to the NRF Team mailbox nrfenquiries(@naturalengland.org.uk,
thank you.
New Enquiries/Submission of requested information to support a New Enquiry
Natural England (NE) aims to respond to your enquiry within 15 working days. We will
notify you within this period if it will take us longer than 15 working days because of
any complexities or missing information.
If you have submitted a formal enquiry, this will be reviewed to ensure we have all
relevant information required to complete an impact assessment. You need to
submit:

e the Enquiry Form

e a PDF map of the site

¢ the development boundary (and pond data if the survey route is being used) in

the form of a ‘geographical information system’ (GIS) polygon shapefile.

Shapefile is a term which refers to a group of files: .shp .dbf .shx .prj, all of which must
be provided. You can send a Google Earth Keyhole Markup Language (KML) file
instead of a Shapefile. Follow the attached guidance to produce KML file.
You must submit a GIS polygon shapefile or Google Earth KML file before we can
process your enquiry. From June 2023 we will look to recover costs for any missing
shapefiles that are then digitised inhouse.
Once completed, the details of the impact assessment will be included within an
Impact Assessment and Conservation Payment Certificate (IACPC). Please inform us
by email if the terms of the IACPC are not satisfactory or you no longer wish to make
use of Great Crested Newt DLL.
Submission of a Signed IACPC
If you have submitted a signed IACPC, it will be complete and effective when it has
been countersigned and dated by a NE officer and returned to you. You will need to
pay the first stage payment (if applicable) before the countersigned certificate being
issued. You’ll receive an invoice explaining how to pay this.
Submission of a Licence Application
If you have submitted a licence application and reasoned statement, this will be
reviewed to ensure we have all relevant information required to complete an
assessment. You will receive a formal application acknowledgement once this has
been confirmed. You will receive an invoice for the outstanding conservation
payment. An adviser will assess the reasoned statement (if required). A licence will
be issued within 10 working days following receipt of the conservation payment,
subject to the reasoned statement assessment reaching a satisfied decision. There is
no ‘fast track’ to obtaining a licence.
If you have submitted a general query about DLL or emailed regarding anything else,
we will aim to respond to you soon as possible.
For further information on DLL processes, see GOV.UK.
Kind Regards,
The District Level Licensing Team.
Want to know more about District Level Licensing? Watch our story: District [evel
Licensing for great crested newts — our story - YouTube

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error
you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and
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inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known
viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our
systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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