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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	26/01/2026 17/04/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2026/00013

	Proposal:
	Discharge of the Biodiversity Net Gain condition of PL/2024/09167 (Creation of agricultural access and track)

	Site address:
	Pear Tree Farm, Pitton, SP5 1EG

	Case officer:
	Becky Jones



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	N/A

Biodiversity Gain Plan (17/03/2026)
	NO 26/01/2026

A Biodiversity Gain Plan has not been submitted. This does not need to be submitted in the Government template (Biodiversity gain plan - GOV.UK) but must contain the minimum information requirements (Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK).

Minor amendment required before discharge. 17/04/2026

Biodiversity Gain Plan completed by C. Lycett on 17/03/2026. Minor amendment is required to sections 4.7., 4.8. (the gains are not considered significant under LPA’s current decision‑making approach) and 4.12 (a HMMP has not been submitted) before discharge.

See full comments below.

	Biodiversity metric
	The Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool – Macro-disabled tool 23.07

	YES 26/01/2026

	Pre-development habitat plan
	PEAR TREE FARM – On-site Habitat Existing – 07/03/2025
	YES 26/01/2026

	Post-development habitat plan
	PEAR TREE FARM – On-site Habitat Proposed – 07/03/2025


	NO 26/01/2026

This plan does not contain the access track proposed. 

YES 16/04/2026



I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table.

A 0.033 km length of moderate‑condition native hedgerow will be removed in the north‑western corner of the site to form the access and visibility splay. A replacement section of moderate‑condition, species‑rich native hedgerow will be created adjacent to the new access and set back from the original hedge line to achieve the required visibility splays (see Achievable Visibility Splays (rev b; 14/11/2024) and On‑site Habitat Proposed (07/03/2025)). Of the 0.42 ha baseline area of poor‑condition modified grassland, 0.18 ha will be retained, 0.11 ha will be converted to moderate‑condition mixed scrub, and 0.13 ha will be cleared to form the new track. Baseline hedgerow and habitat measurements and conditions were confirmed in the Ecology Planning Consultation Response (15/08/2025).

The BNG associated with this development was not considered to constitute a significant gain when planning permission was granted. No HMMP or monitoring contribution was therefore requested. Although the proposed habitats are of medium distinctiveness, this is a minor development, and the habitat parcels are small in extent and of low difficulty to create. In line with the initial Ecology response and the LPA’s current decision‑making approach, these gains are not regarded as significant.

No legal securement or HMMP is required. The habitats shown on the approved on‑site Habitat Proposed plan (07/03/2025) must be delivered as part of the development. The works will also follow the recommendations in the Bat Mitigation Strategy (Proposed Avoidance Strategy, Phillips Ecology, 21 March 2025). These measures are compatible, and support, the proposed habitat creation. Condition 6 further assists the establishment of the approved habitats.

Following the minor amendments above, I believe that the submitted documents are sufficient to enable discharge of the gain plan condition.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky

	Date: 17/04/2026
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