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1 Introduction 

This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) for Saltersford Lane, Chippenham, Wiltshire provides a 

methodology on how retained arboricultural features (and their rooting medium) will be protected 

during the construction process. The Method Statement was commissioned by Backhouse Housing Ltd. 

This method statement has been informed by the Aspect Tree Consultancy Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment dated August 2022 (ref. 05823).  It has been prepared in accordance with BS5837:2012 

‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’ based on information 

available at the time of writing. 

The Method Statement includes the production of a Tree Protection Plan which can be found in 

Appendix 1. 

This Arboricultural Method Statement has been prepared to discharge Condition 17 of the planning 

consent (APP/Y3940/W/23/3322502), which states: 

‘The reserved matters as applied for shall include an Arboricultural Method Statement to provide details 

of the amount and location of hedgerow required to be removed, details of any no-dig specification, tree 

protection measures and any other matters which may affect trees and hedgerow on site during the 

construction process. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the Method Statement 

as approved.’ 

This document should be retained on site as a reference document for the duration of the demolition 

and construction works. Failure to abide by this method statement could be considered a breach of 

planning and may result in enforcement action being taken by the local planning authority. 
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2 Arboricultural Method Statement 

Section Work Phase 
Relevant 
Arboricultural 
Feature(s) 

Protection Measure/Methodology Responsibility 

1 Enabling See Appendix 2 Initial Tree Works – Removals and Pruning 

 

 All works to be carried out in accordance with the works specified in Appendix 2 and 

following BS3998:2010 ’Tree Works – Recommendations’. 

 No bonfires are permitted within 5m of the canopy of any retained tree. 

 Ground level vegetation and tree stumps should be removed using powered hand 

tools e.g. brush cutter and stump grinder if it is to be undertaken in the root protection 

areas of retained trees. Stump grinding should not penetrate further than 100mm 

below ground level and plant machinery should not be used to scrape vegetation or 

remove stumps in the root protection areas of retained trees. 

Contractor/ Arborist 

2 Enabling All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Tree Protection Fencing (TPF) 

 

 All TPF should be installed in the locations as shown on the Tree Protection Plan in 

Appendix 1 following completion of the initial tree works prior to the commencement 

of any groundworks, demolition or construction works on site. 

 The specification for the TPF can be found in Appendix 3. 

 Adequate signage denoting the importance of TPF should be affixed to the fencing. 

Example signage can be found in Appendix 4. 

 The TPF will denote and form the boundary to the Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ).  

 Fencing to remain in place for duration of construction. 

Contractor with sign 
off from project 
arboriculturalist. 

3 Enabling All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Temporary Site Buildings and Materials Storage 

 

 All buildings and materials shall be located outside of the CEZ as denoted by the TPF. 

 Harmful chemicals/materials should be stored on an impermeable membrane and at 

a sufficient distance from the CEZ so that any potential spillages will not enter the root 

protection areas of retained trees. 

Contractor with sign 
off from project 
arboriculturalist. 
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 The location of site cabins and materials store should be agreed with the project 

arboriculturalist during the pre-commencement meeting. 

4 Construction All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Installation of Services within Root Protection Areas 

 

 No services plans were provided at the time of writing. 

 When available, the service plans should be reviewed by the project arboriculturalist.  

 All services should be installed outside of the RPA of retained trees. Where this is not 

possible, the project arboriculturalist shall provide a methodology for their installation 

in accordance with NJUG Vol. 4 ‘Guidelines For The Planning, Installation And 

Maintenance Of Utility Apparatus In Proximity To Trees’ and BS5837:2012. 

Review of services 
plan by project 
arboriculturalist. 

5 Landscape All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Fencing within Root Protection Areas 

 

 To be undertaken as final phase of development and will require access into the 

construction exclusion zone. 

 Fencing should be of a post and rail design with gravel boards installed above ground 

level. Fencing where trenching is required is prohibited.  

 The post holes shall be dug by hand and repositioned to accommodate any significant 

roots should they be encountered during excavation.  

 If concrete is required to set the posts, then the holes should be sleeved with an 

impermeable material to prevent chemical damage to roots from uncured cement. 

 Scaffold boards should be used to transport fencing materials across the RPA to 

prevent compaction of the rooting medium. 

Contractor 

6 Landscape All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Landscaping within Root Protection Areas 

 

 To be undertaken as final phase of development. 

 The soft landscape proposals have not been finalised at the time of writing but is likely 

to include turfing and plant/shrub planting. 

 Where soil preparation is required, this should be done so by raking or light tilling. Use 

of rotavators is prohibited. 

 Where top soil is imported it should not increase the ground level by 100mm to prevent 

root suffocation.  

Contractor 
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 Scaffold boards should be used to transport planting materials across the RPA to 

prevent compaction of the rooting medium. 

 All planting pits should be dug by hand to accommodate the root and prevent their 

damage/severance. 

7 All All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Unpredictable Tree Impacts 

 

 If, during demolition and/or construction damage is inadvertently caused to the 

retained trees, the project arboriculturalist should be contacted immediately. The 

arboriculturalist will be able to assess the impact of the damage and prescribe 

remedial measures where necessary.  

 Inadvertent damage includes significant root severance (roots in excess of 25mm 

diameter or densely matted fibrous roots), direct strikes to tree stem/limb, chemical 

spillages in RPA and fire damage. 

Contractor 

8 All All retained trees 
and hedgerow 

Site Monitoring 

 

 The project arboriculturalist will undertake regular site visits during the construction 

phases of development to ensure that the arboricultural features on site are protected 

in accordance with this arboricultural method statement. 

 The visits should include but not be limited to: 

o A pre-commencement meeting to discuss the tree protection methodology, 

the phasing of works and the location of contractor facilities and materials 

storage areas. 

o A further pre-commencement meeting to certify the location and 

specification of the tree protection fencing (and other tree protection 

measures, if required). 

 In addition to the above, a monitoring regime should also be established by the project 

arboriculturalist with the frequency of visits discussed during the pre-commencement 

meeting and agreed with the local authority arboricultural officer. A fully auditable site 

monitoring log should be prepared following each visit, a copy of which should be 

retained on site and provided to the local authority arboricultural officer on request. 

Project 
arboriculturalist 
following 
appointment by 
contractor. 
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Appendix 1 – Tree Protection Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Th
e 

Ba
se

AS 75
8 2B

4P
1S

HT
TA1.1
535/6241B2P2SGF M4(2)

HTTA3.1

AS8783B5P2S

HT
TA3.1

AS
878
3B5P2S

HTAbbey

AS1178

3B6P2.5S HTAbbey

AS1178

3B6P2.5S
HTStanton

AS1628

4B7P2S

HTTA3.1

AS8783B5P2S

The Base

O
PP

7582B4P1S

H
T

M
ea

d
AS (T

2)
10

94
3B

5p
2S

H
T

M
ea

d
AS (T

2)
10

94
3B

5p
2S

HT
TA3.1
OPP
878
3B5P2S

HT
TA2.1
AS

738
2B4P2S

G
T 02

Tw
in

GT 03

Double

H
T

Som
erford

O
PP

(T2)
1621
4B7p2.5

H
T

G
range

AS
1264
3B5P2S

HT
TA2.1

AS
738
2B4P2S

36

37

HT
TA2.1
AS

738
2B4P2S

HT
TA2.1
AS

738
2B4P2S

G
T 01

SG

HT
Cary
AS

1080
3B5P2S

HT
TA1.1

535/624

1B2P2S

GF M4(2)

H
T

TA
1.

1
53

5/
62

4
1B

2P
2S

G
F 

M
4(

2)

H
T

TA
2.

3
AS 85

7
2B

4P
2S

HT
TA2.3

AS
857

2B4P2SHT
Lock

AS
1002

3B2S5P

HT
TA3.1
OPP
878
3B5P2S

HT
TA3.1
OPP
878
3B5P2S

HT
TA2.2 (T1)

658
2B1S3P

M4(2)Acc

GT 05

SG

GT 05

SG

GT 05

SG

HT
TA4.1

1087

4B6P2S

H
T

TA2.2 (T2)
658
2B1S3P  M

4(2)Acc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

GT 01 SG

HT
TA1.1

535/624

1B2P2S

GF M4(2)

H
T

C
ary

O
PP

1080
3B5P2S

HT
Mead

AS
(T1)

1094

3B5p2S

HT
Foxmoor

OPP
1598

4B7P2S

HT
Gables

OPP
1512

4B7P2S

HT
SomerfordOPP

(T2)
1621
4B7p2.5

HT
Mead

AS
(T1)
1094

3B5p2S

HT
Bramford AS

761
2B3P2S

HT
Bramford AS

761
2B3P2S

HT
Cary
OPP

1080
3B5P2S

HT
Gables

AS
1512

4B7P2S

GT 02

Twin

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

GT 02

Twin

G
T 01

SG

GT 01

SG

GT 01

SG

GT 01
SG

R
eC

yc
R

ef
us

e
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc
RefuseReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

Re
Cy

c

Re
fu

se
Re

Cy
c

Re
Cy

c

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

Re
Cy

c

Re
fu

se
Re

Cy
c

Re
Cy

c

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

14
.4

m

17
m

15.3m

6.7m

22m

25.2m

19.1m

28m

9.8m

22m

8.2m

14.3m

14.3m

21.3m

10.5m

15.4m

20m

BC
P

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

BC
P

9m

G
T 01

SG

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc ReCyc

16.5m

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc ReCyc

HT
Cary

AS
1076

3B5P2S

The
Foxmoor

AS
1598

4B7P2s

The
Foxmoor

AS
1598

4B7P2s

HT
Gables

AS
1512

4B7P2S

HTAbbey

AS1178

3B6P2.5S HTAbbey

AS1178

3B6P2.5S
HTAbbey

AS1178

3B6P2.5S

HT
Bramford AS

761
2B3P2S

H
T

G
range

AS
1264
3B5P2S

H
T

G
range

AS
1264
3B5P2S HT

Mead
AS

(T1)
1094
3B5p2S

HT
Somerford

AS
(T2)

1621

4B7p2.5

HTG
range

AS1264

3B5P2S

HT
Somerford

OPP
(T2)
1621

4B7p2.5

HT
Stanton

AS
1628

4B7P2S

H
T

C
ary

AS
1080
3B5P2S

18.2m

18.2m

17.5m

14.8m

17.5m

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

14.5m

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

R
eC

yc
R

efuse
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCycReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

28

26

01

02

03

04

05

06

08

09

11

12

13

16

15

14

10

24

20
21

2829
30

34

31

32

33

35

40

41

42

43

44

46

47

48

49

50

51

45

56

53

54

57
58

59

63
64

65

v10

07

27

31

57

29

29
32

32

44

26

25

01

02

v9

36

37

38

39

44

28

26

2731

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

60

62

61

HT
Grange OPP

1264
3B5P2S

45

45

HTTA2.1

AS7382B4P2S

23

69
68

70

67

66

68 69 69 70
HTTA2.1

AS7382B4P2S

19

22

23

24
24

25

25

HT
TA2.1
AS

738
2B4P2S

HTLock

AS1002

3B2S5P

HT
TA2.1

AS
738
2B4P2S

21

21

20

20

16

15

19

19

14

18

14

22

22

17

H
T

Lock
AS

1002
3B2S5P

G
T 01

SG

G
T 01

SG

48

63636262

53

54 51

58
58

59
59

60
61

70

68

23

10

10

10

12

11

13

13

15

16

18

33

30

34

34

50
50

49
49

46
46

47

HTM
ews

AS8572B4P2S HTM
ews

AS8572B4P2S

52
51

6667

55

55

56

v7

v14

52

52

v13

55

06

06

07

07

08

09

09

35

36

37

38

39

39
40

41
41

42

43

43

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

30

27

BC
P

01

02

38

H
T

G
range

AS
1264
3B5P2S ReCyc

Refuse ReCyc ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc ReCyc

64 64

40

54

53

03

03
04

04

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

05

05

23.4m

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

10.6m

G
T 

01

SG

47

65 65

10.3m

11.7m

13m

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

R
eC

yc
R

ef
us

e
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

Re
Cy

c

Re
fu

se

Re
Cy

c
Re

Cy
c

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

29.3m22
.4

m

27
.2

m

Re
Cy

c

Re
fu

se

Re
Cy

c
Re

Cy
c

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCycReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse ReCyc

ReCyc

20.3m

BCP

BCP

BCP

21.7m
13.1m

R
eC

yc
R

efuse
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

R
eC

yc
R

ef
us

e
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCycReCyc

R
eC

yc
R

efuse
R

eC
yc

R
eC

yc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCycReCyc

ReCyc
RefuseReCycReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse ReCyc ReCyc

ReCyc
Refuse ReCyc ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

E = 390600.9278
N = 172111.3755

E = 390580.5473
N = 172110.9543

E = 390550.6827
N = 172118.6309

E = 390528.6935
N = 172118.6640

E = 390514.4557
N = 172124.7299

E = 390640.5986
N = 172026.5209

E = 390498.5852
N = 172117.8650

E = 390480.4262
N = 172119.6544

E = 390461.1266
N = 172116.0726

E = 390624.9319
N = 171991.1129

E = 390643.6888
N = 171953.2953

E = 390625.6808
N = 171866.5672

E = 390610.8655
N = 171835.4504

E = 390621.7300
N = 171856.7611

E = 390592.2090
N = 171805.8891

E = 390602.7287
N = 171991.0493

E = 390596.5402
N = 172004.5850

v12

33

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

BCP

28.7m

08

42

14
.7

m

13.2m

BC
P

35

v11

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

18.7m

21.7m

v2

v3
v1

17

17

18

ReCyc

Refuse
ReCyc

ReCyc

ReCyc

Refuse

ReCyc
ReCyc

v8

SubSt.

ReCyc
Refuse

ReCycReCyc

18.7m

15.8m

12m

16.5m

16.5m

FENCE

FENCE

E = 390634.1088
N = 171996.3976

E = 390637.0689
N = 171989.6119

v7

v5

v6

v7

v5

v6

v7

v5

v6

48

H1
T2

T4
T5 T6

T7
T8

T9
T10

G11

H13

T14
T15

T16

H18

T19

 G20

G22

T23

G24

H25

H25

T3

W12

T21

T17

H18

H18

H13 Tree Protection Fencing to
be installed in accordance
with Section 2 of the AMS

Key:

Example Tree Protection Fencing Signage

Tree Protection Fencing Specification

Drawing Title:
Tree Protection Plan

Project:
Saltersford Lane, Chippenham

Client:
Backhouse Housing Ltd.

Date:
16/07/2025

Drawn:
MU

Drawing Number:
2485-TPP-MU

Revision:
3

N

Drawing should be viewed in colour.

Location of trees suffixed with PA (position approximate) have been estimated on site.

Scale @ A1: 1:750

0 45m 75m15m 30m 60m

Tree Canopy

Root Protection Area

Tree Protection Fencing

Construction Exclusion Zone

Tree and Hedgerow To Be Removed

AutoCAD SHX Text
Pond

AutoCAD SHX Text
Taffswell

AutoCAD SHX Text
Farm

AutoCAD SHX Text
MP 95.5

AutoCAD SHX Text
SALTERSFORD LANE

AutoCAD SHX Text
Path (um)

AutoCAD SHX Text
ED Bdy

AutoCAD SHX Text
ED Bdy

AutoCAD SHX Text
ED Bdy

AutoCAD SHX Text
CR

AutoCAD SHX Text
CS

AutoCAD SHX Text
ED Bdy

AutoCAD SHX Text
Pudding

AutoCAD SHX Text
Brook

AutoCAD SHX Text
SALTERSFORD

AutoCAD SHX Text
LANE

AutoCAD SHX Text
ESS

AutoCAD SHX Text
Gas

AutoCAD SHX Text
Governor



Arboricultural Method Statement  
Saltersford Lane, Chippenham, Wiltshire   

 

16 July 2025  7 

Appendix 2 – Tree Works Specification 

 

Arboricultural 
Feature 

Species Works Required 

H13 Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Ash, Elm, Field maple Fell two sections as shown on TPP 

H18 Hawthorn, Field Maple, Blackthorn Fell two sections as shown on TPP 

H25 Hawthorn, Field Maple, Blackthorn, Ash, Guelder rose Fell one section as shown on TPP 

 

All works to be carried out in accordance with BS3988:2010 ‘Tree Work – Recommendations’ 

All trees should be checked for protected species e.g. roosting bats and nesting birds prior to any works being undertaken.  
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Appendix 3 – Tree Protection Fencing Specification  

 

Default Specification               Above-ground Stabilising System 

 

(Images extracted from BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’) 
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Appendix 4 – Example Tree Protection Fencing Signage 

 



[Type here] 
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