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National Highways Response Statement – Harfield Driveway Gates
Application Ref: PL/2025/08908
Site: Harfield, Warminster Road, South Newton, Salisbury

1. Introduction
This statement has been prepared in direct response to National Highways consultation comments dated 26 January 2026 regarding the proposed installation of automated driveway gates.
The purpose of this statement is to demonstrate how the revised design addresses the concerns raised, specifically in relation to gate setback and safe vehicle waiting distances on the Strategic Road Network.

2. Response to National Highways Comments
National Highways requested that:
· Setback be measured from the kerb edge, including the bus stop entry taper 
· A minimum distance of 5.0 metres be provided 
· Sufficient space be available to accommodate a 4.8 metre vehicle, including allowance for angled approach 
· Evidence be provided through a dimensioned plan 

3. Revised Layout
The access arrangement has been revised in response to these comments:
· The driveway gates, pedestrian gate, and associated brick piers to be repositioned further within the site 
· The entrance alignment has been adjusted to optimise the available width and better align with the existing garage 
· A separate pedestrian gate has been incorporated 
· Brick piers to be rebuilt to suit the revised layout 
These changes are a direct result of responding to National Highways’ requirements. The overall design, materials, and operation of the gates remain consistent with the original submission.

4. Setback and Vehicle Waiting Distance
The revised layout provides:
· A clear setback distance of approximately 5.32 metres from the kerb edge to the gate line 
· This measurement includes allowance for the bus stop entry taper, in accordance with National Highways requirements 
This represents a significant improvement over the previously proposed distance of 3.39 metres and exceeds the 5.0 metre minimum requirement. The available space accommodates a 4.8 metre vehicle, including allowance for angled approach, ensuring no overhang onto either the carriageway or the bus stop layby.

5. Gate Operation and Safety
The gates will:
· Open inwards only
· Be automated, allowing operation prior to arrival in the majority of cases
The layout also provides sufficient tolerance for angled vehicle approach, ensuring that vehicles can wait safely with no obstruction to the bus taper and the A36.

6. Levels and Visual Impact
The revised gate position is located further within the site where the driveway levels are higher:
· Original pier height: approx. 1.61 m 
· Revised pier height: approx. 1.80 m 
This reflects a level change of approximately 190 mm over 1.93 m (approx. 1:10 gradient).
As a result, the apparent height of the piers from the highway remains broadly consistent with the original proposal, and no additional visual impact arises.



7. Conclusion
The revised proposal fully addresses the concerns raised by National Highways.
The updated layout ensures that vehicles can wait safely and entirely clear of both the A36 carriageway and the bus stop entrance, with a setback distance exceeding the required minimum.
The changes represent a refinement of the original proposal to ensure full compliance with highway safety requirements, without altering the overall design intent.


