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COPYRIGHT AND NON-DISCLOSURE NOTICE 
 

The contents and layout of this report are subject to copyright owned by Wilson Associates (2026) save to the extent that copyright has been 
legally assigned by us to another party or is used by Wilson Associates under licence.  To the extent that we own the copyright of this report, 
it may not be copied or used without our prior written agreement for any purpose other than the purpose indicated in this report. 
 
The methodology (if any) contained in this report is provided to you in confidence and must not be disclosed or copied to third parties without 
the prior written agreement of Wilson Associates.  Disclosure of that information may constitute an actionable breach of confidence or may 
otherwise prejudice our commercial interests.  Any third party who obtains access to this report by any means will, in any event, be subject to 
the Third-Party Disclaimer set out below. 
 

THIRD PARTY DISCLAIMER 
 
Any disclosure of this report to a third party is subject to this disclaimer.  The report was prepared by Wilson Associates at the instruction of, 
and for use by, our client named in the ‘Report Production Record’ above.  It does not in any way constitute advice to any third party who is 
able to access it by any means.  Wilson Associates excludes to the fullest extent lawfully permitted all liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage howsoever arising from reliance on the contents of this report.  We do not however exclude our liability (if any) for personal injury or 
death resulting from our negligence, for fraud or any other matter in relation to which we cannot legally exclude liability.  Legal re-assignment 
to another party can be arranged - please contact this Practice for further details.  
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Introduction 
 
It is understood that the above site is being considered for redevelopment primarily including an 
extension to the existing covered driving range teeing area and a new larger permeable gravel 
car park, plus nominal changes to soft landscaping. 
 
As instructed, this Practice recently attended the above site to undertake ‘full-scale’ percolation 
testing to determine the infiltration potential of the natural ground to provide robust data to aid the 
design (by others) of the drainage strategy.  Additionally, representative samples of near surface 
soil were taken for laboratory recompacted California Bearing Ratio (CBR) testing to aid car park 
design (again by others).  Having now processed the field and laboratory results we report as 
follows. 
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with quotation reference Q26017 dated 12th January 
2026, with instruction confirmed 14th January 2026 by Whitley Golf Club, to whom reliance on this 
report is presently restricted. 
 
Background Setting 
 
Centred on National Grid Reference 388878, 165981 the site is located off Corsham Road, on 
the southeastern outskirts of the village of Whitley, Wiltshire approximately 2.8km northwest of 
Melksham town centre as shown on drawing 5643/1. 
 
British Geological Survey (BGS) mapping indicates that the site is entirely underlain by bedrock 
of the Oxford Clay Formation (OxC) which usually comprises grey sometimes slightly silty 
mudstone that weathers near surface to firm plastic clay.  No areas of mapped made ground, 
superficial deposits or geological faulting are shown either on or within potential influencing 
distance of the site. 
 
Neither this Practice nor the BGS have any intrusive data from either inside or within a useful 
useable distance of the site. 
 
Site Investigation and Testing 
 
Site work was undertaken on 28th January 2026 by trial pitting.  Three trial pits (TP1-3) were 
excavated using a 5 ton mechanical excavator to depths of 1.60-2.00m at positions selected by 
the client.  The trial pit positions are indicated on existing/proposed development layout drawing 
5463/2. 
 
Percolation testing was completed as insitu ‘full-scale’ tests (in general accordance with BRE 
DG365 “Soakaway Design” (2016)); this comprised the rapid filling of three machine-excavated 
trial pits (TP1-3) at positions selected by the client to depths of 1.60-2.00m using clean water 
delivered via the mains, and monitoring of subsequent outflow. 
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As per BRE365 guidance it is recommended that three test runs are completed within each pit 
from which the soil infiltration rate is then calculated.  Due to negligible infiltration during the first 
test run within all three test pits at this site, it has only been possible to complete a single test run 
in each pit.  Graphs showing depth to water against time plus test zone depths are presented on 
the pit logs attached in Appendix 2 and a summary table of infiltration data is presented as Table 
1 below. 
 
A representative sample of soil was acquired from both TP1 and TP2 at 0.45m depth and sent to 
the laboratory for remoulded CBR testing on unsoaked specimens.  CBR results are presented in 
Table 2 and Appendix 2 with road/pavement design discussed below. 
 
Upon completion of logging, sampling and in-situ testing of the excavations, arisings were used 
to backfill the pits, compacted with the excavator bucket. 
 
Summary of Ground Conditions 
 
Beneath a thin surface mantle of topsoil, all exploratory holes encountered clay to terminal depths, 
representing a typical weathering profile of the bedrock OxC.  Trial pit logs are included in 
Appendix 2.   
 
No perched/groundwater was encountered in any of the trial pits during the short time that they 
remained open; levels are of course subject to seasonal fluctuation according to the prevailing 
weather conditions, and the situation encountered and described could potentially change in the 
future, especially in a period of seemingly ever-apparent but unpredictable climate change, which 
would of course have an effect on soakaway founding depth. 
 
Results 
 
BRE365 calculations suggest infiltration rates as summarised below. 
 
TABLE 1: SOIL INFILTRATION TEST DATA 
 

Trial Pit No. Test Zone Depth 
(m) 

Approximate 
Soil Infiltration Rate 

(m/sec) 

Time to drain to 50% 
storage 

TP1 0.97-2.0 Negligible >24hours 

TP2 0.6-1.6 Negligible >24hours 

TP3 0.55-1.8 Negligible >24hours 

All geology in test zone is OxC bedrock 
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TABLE 2:  SUMMARY OF CBR TEST RESULTS 

TP 
No 

Depth 
(m) 

Sample 
of 

Bulk 
Density 
(mg/m3) 

Dry Density 
(mg/m3) 

Moisture 
Content 

(%) 

CBR Value (%) 

Top of 
Sample 

Bottom of 
Sample 

TP1 0.45 OxC 4.03 3.01 33.8 3.5 3.8 

TP2 0.45 OxC 1.78 1.28 39.2 3.1 3.2 

OxC = Oxford Clay Formation

Implications

Considering soakaway drainage, it will be seen on the logs and in Table 1 that since negligible 
infiltration was recorded, the time to drain to 50% storage capacity is therefore greater than the 
BRE365 limit of 24 hours.  Ground conditions (at the specific test locations at least) are eminently 
unsuitable for the adoption of soakaway (SUDS) drainage for on-site disposal of surface water, 
and based on the recorded geology, the findings are considered representative of the entire site 
due to the proportion of cohesive material within near surface soil.  .  It is understood that these 
results will be provided to the drainage consultant for their use in design of the site drainage 
strategy. 

The field-testing methodology and subsequent data-processing and calculations have been 
undertaken in accordance with BRE DG365, so in the event of local authority consultation the 
results enclosed should be acceptable.  The digest includes a requirement to consider ground 
contamination, although no such evidence was forthcoming from our observations, which given 
the absence of made ground suggests a negligible risk. 

With regard to road/pavement design, the results in Tables 2 indicate that a minimum CBR of 
3.1% can be achieved.  The soils encountered are unlikely to be frost-susceptible, although the 
Local Authority should be able to advise based upon their previous experience in the area. 

This report is subject to our standard terms and conditions. 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS  
 



 Job No.  5643 

 
 

 
Photograph P1 

 
 

 
Photograph P2 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

TRIAL PIT LOGS WITH PHOTOGRAPHS 
 



36 Brunswick Road, Gloucester   GL1 1JJ!
Tel:  01452 422843!

Email: info@wilsonac.co.uk

TRIAL PIT No.Site:

Job No. Date Ground Level (c.m, AOD) Co-Ordinates (c.)

Scale: Client Logged By:

WHITLEY GOLF CLUB, CORSHAM ROAD, WHITLEY, MELKSHAM SN12 8EQ

28-01-26 28-02-26

NTS TCWhitley Golf Club

TP1
E  388,862   N  165,98448m

B

0.35
0.5

2.0

1.0

DETAILS OF SUBSOILDETAILS OF SUBSOIL

A	 TOPSOIL:  probable soft, dark brown, organic, plastic 
CLAY with many roots from overlying grass

B	 CLAY:  probable firm, light brown and locally mottled 
orangish-brown, plastic CLAY

	 0.5m  :  white plastic pipe
	 1.0m  :  red clay pipe

NOTES

1	 Pit logged from surface

2	 Pit dry and stable

3	 Soil sample taken at 0.45m depth

4	 Falling head testing carried out:
	 Pit dimensions 1.4 x 0.5 x 2.0m (LxWxD)

A



36 Brunswick Road, Gloucester   GL1 1JJ!
Tel:  01452 422843!

Email: info@wilsonac.co.uk

TRIAL PIT No.Site:

Job No. Date Ground Level (c.m, AOD) Co-Ordinates (c.)

Scale: Client Logged By:

WHITLEY GOLF CLUB, CORSHAM ROAD, WHITLEY, MELKSHAM SN12 8EQ

28-01-26 28-02-26

NTS TCWhitley Golf Club

TP2
E  388,861   N  166,00748m

B

0.25

1.6

DETAILS OF SUBSOILDETAILS OF SUBSOIL

A	 TOPSOIL:  probable soft, dark brown, organic, plastic 
CLAY with many roots from overlying grass and rare golf 
ball

B	 CLAY:  probable firm, mottled light brown and orangish-
brown and grey, plastic CLAY

	 0.75m  :  initially desiccated
	 0.75 - 0.8m  :  grading to visually normally hydrated plastic 

CLAY

NOTES

1	 Pit logged from surface

2	 Pit dry and stable

3	 Soil sample taken at 0.45m depth

4	 Falling head testing carried out:
	 Pit dimensions 1.5 x 0.5 x 1.6m (LxWxD)

A



36 Brunswick Road, Gloucester   GL1 1JJ!
Tel:  01452 422843!

Email: info@wilsonac.co.uk

TRIAL PIT No.Site:

Job No. Date Ground Level (c.m, AOD) Co-Ordinates (c.)

Scale: Client Logged By:

WHITLEY GOLF CLUB, CORSHAM ROAD, WHITLEY, MELKSHAM SN12 8EQ

28-01-26 28-02-26

NTS TCWhitley Golf Club

TP3
E  388,900   N  166,02949m

B

0.25

1.8

DETAILS OF SUBSOILDETAILS OF SUBSOIL

A	 TOPSOIL:  probable soft, dark brown, organic, plastic 
CLAY with rare coarse gravel of limestone, rare golf ball 
and frequent roots

B	 CLAY:  probable firm, mottled light brown and light grey, 
plastic CLAY

	 1.5m  :  with many gypsum crystals

NOTES

1	 Pit logged from surface

2	 Pit dry and stable

3	 Falling head testing carried out:
	 Pit dimensions 1.3 x 0.5 x 1.8m (LxWxD)

A
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CERTIFIED CBR TEST RESULTS 
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CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT - CONSULTANCY SERVICES 

 
1 Wilson Associates (Consulting) Limited (“the Consultant”) shall carry out the Services, including any proposal, report or other document, as detailed in any relevant correspondence, 

which forms part of this Agreement, for the Client with reasonable skill, care and diligence. The Consultant shall use reasonable endeavors to adhere to any agreed programme. 
Each instruction or acceptance of a quotation shall be deemed to be an offer to purchase the services subject to the conditions laid out in this document. 

 
2 An interim invoice will normally be submitted upon completion of the site works, to include all disbursements and fees to date, and for contracts extending over a long period, monthly 

invoices will be submitted for payment. The final report will not be issued until payment of the first interim invoice has been received, unless otherwise agreed with this Practice 
beforehand. Invoices are not to be assigned to a third party without prior agreement. Should the contract be cancelled after either preparatory or fieldwork has commenced an invoice 
will be raised to cover work completed to that date.  A cancellation charge to cover aborted sub-contractor hire costs may be raised for any works cancelled with <48 hours notice. 

 
3 The rates quoted, are net of Value Added Tax (VAT) which will be added to invoices at the standard prevailing rate, and are valid for a period of 12 weeks from the date of the quote. 

The Consultant shall issue accounts monthly in respect of that part of the Services carried out in the preceding period. The Client shall make payment of accounts without discount 
or retention within 30 days of submission. Disputes should be raised within 10 days. In the event of non-payment of the account(s) within the specified period the Consultant reserves 
the right to charge, from time to time, interest on the unpaid amount at the rate of 2% per calendar month above the Bank of England base rate (at time of original invoice date). 

 
4 In the event of non-payment of the account(s), the Client undertakes to pay to the Consultant all costs and expenses, on an indemnity basis, incurred by the Consultant in:  (i) the 

recovery from the Client of money or arrears (ii) the enforcement of any of the provisions of these conditions of contract (iii) the service of any notice relating to the breach by the 
Client of any of their obligations under this contract whether or not the same shall result in court proceedings (iv) the cost of any bank or other charges incurred by the Consultant if 
any cheque written by the Client is dishonoured or if any standing order payment is withdrawn by the Client’s bankers (v) compensation for the breach of any terms of this agreement. 

 
5 Unless expressly stipulated to the contrary, payment of the account(s) is not dependent upon the Client achieving regulatory approval for or discharge of a planning condition relating 

to the project, nor is it dependent upon the Client’s securing of funding for the development where this may be conditional upon the prior granting of planning or building regulations 
approval, nor the Client’s onward sale of the site to another party. In the case of provision of services to another consultant, payment of our account is not dependent upon the prior 
settlement of their own account by their Client. 

 
6  No work will commence until an official written order or completed Quote Acceptance form has been received by post or email. Such order will be deemed to constitute acceptance 

of the quotation and these terms and conditions. Where the instruction to undertake the Services may have been issued by an intermediary on behalf of the Client, full Client details 
including confirmation of and contact details for the person responsible for authorising payment must be provided to the Consultant. In the event that the Client defaults or otherwise 
fails to pay the due account, the Consultant reserves the right to pursue and recover any unpaid amount from the instructing intermediary. 

 
7  Neither party shall assign any obligation or benefit under this Agreement without prior written consent of the other Party. The Client shall not be entitled to assign the report(s) or any 

part of it without our prior written consent. Re-assignment of reports can be provided on request, subject to liaison with our Insurers and standard administration costs. Any assignment 
shall exclude the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999. Provision of a Collateral Warranty can only be considered if it is agreed at the pre-works stage, and fees for legal 
advice and warranty provision agreed before the works commence. 

 
8  The Client guarantees that it has the right to have the Services performed and that they have obtained all the necessary certificates, licences, permits and consents required by 

Statute or any order or regulation made there under or by any regulation or by-law of any authority undertaker. The Client shall indemnify and hold harmless the Consultant from and 
against all consequences of a failure in this respect. The Client shall arrange such rights of access to property and use of Client’s facilities as described in (or reasonably to be 
inferred from) this Agreement. The Client shall use reasonable endeavours to supply to the Consultant, promptly and free of charge: (a) any other necessary things in accordance 
with this Agreement; (b) any instructions, decisions, consents and approvals; and (c) any relevant data and information in the Client’s possession; all of which the Consultant may 
reasonably require in order to carry out the Services. The Client will indemnify the Consultant in respect of any failure by the Client under this Clause. 

 
9  In line with the Construction (Design & Management) Regulations 2015 and AGS guidance, neither the Consultant nor any sub-contractor shall be held responsible for any accidental 

damage or the consequences of any damage to buried services such as cables, pipes, sewers, etc., the positions and nature of which have not been clearly indicated to the 
Consultant in writing prior to the commencement of the work, unless the locating of same is expressly part of the Services. Where necessary it is assumed that the Client will permit 
the use of their toilet/welfare facilities by Consultant’s staff and sub-contractors, including domestic properties.  We will normally undertake the role of Contractor on a ground 
investigation project, but may occasionally ‘inherit’ the role of Principal Contractor.  In either case that role is restricted to the ground investigation phase ONLY and not the subsequent 
build. 

 
10  The Consultant shall not be held responsible for any loss, damage or injury arising from actions or omissions of the Client, his agents, servants and/or independent contractors. The 

Client shall indemnify the Consultant from any such acts or omissions. 
 
11  Each Party shall retain the copyright of its documents.  Information relating to the contract will only be disclosed to those employees who require it to carry out their job. If necessary 

this may include subcontractors. Any other third party enquiry about the purposes of these works will be referred back to the Client.  Upon completion any technical information or 
ground investigation data obtained as part of your commission will thereafter be archived as ‘in-house’ data, and may be used (without specific reference to your site) on other 
projects in the future;  this specifically excludes any personal data. 

 
12  Copyright And Non-Disclosure Notice - The contents and layout of any report produced by the Consultant are subject to copyright owned by Wilson Associates save to the extent 

that copyright has been legally assigned by us to another party or is used by Wilson Associates under licence. To the extent that we own the copyright of a particular report, it may 
not be copied or used without our prior written agreement for any purpose other than the purpose indicated in that report. The methodology (if any) contained in that report is provided 
to you in confidence and must not be disclosed or copied to third parties without the prior written agreement of Wilson Associates.  Disclosure of such a information may constitute 
an actionable breach of confidence or may otherwise prejudice our commercial interests. Any third party who obtains access to that report by any means will, in any event, be subject 
to the Third Party Disclaimer set out below. 

 
13  Third Party Disclaimer - Any disclosure of our report(s) to a third party is subject to this disclaimer.  Reports are prepared by Wilson Associates at the instruction of, and for use by, 

the named Client. It does not in any way constitute advice to any third party who is able to access it by any means. Wilson Associates excludes to the fullest extent lawfully permitted 
all liability whatsoever for any loss or damage howsoever arising from reliance on the contents of that report. We do not however exclude our liability (if any) for personal injury or 
death resulting from our negligence, for fraud or any other matter in relation to which we cannot legally exclude liability. Legal re-assignment to another party can be arranged - see 
Clause 7. 

 
14  The Consultant’s liability under this Agreement shall be limited to £500,000 (five hundred thousand pounds). The Consultant shall maintain professional indemnity insurance in this 

amount providing that such insurance cover is available at commercially reasonable rates. 
 
15  To comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018, we will only request contact details sufficient to complete our project with you, name/job title, 

address/postcode/email.  Any data collected will be used only by authorised personnel in the context of that project.  We are committed to ensuring that your information is secure 
and in order to prevent unauthorised access or disclosure, we have put in place suitable physical, electronic and managerial procedures to safeguard and secure the information we 
collect.  We will not share your information with third parties. 
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