BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN (BNG) STATEMENT
Proposed Development: Change of Use to Padel Sports Facility
Location: Fairfields Caravan Storage, Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JD

1. Introduction
This Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the change of use of agricultural land to a small-scale outdoor padel sports facility.
The statement demonstrates how the development will deliver measurable biodiversity enhancements in accordance with the Environment Act 2021 and the requirement for a minimum 10% biodiversity net gain.

2. Site Description and Existing Habitat
The application site comprises managed grassland within an agricultural setting, forming part of Fairfields Caravan Storage.
Existing habitats are characterised by:
· Improved grassland of low ecological value
· Managed and regularly maintained vegetation
· Boundary hedgerows along parts of the site
No designated ecological sites or protected habitats are located within or immediately adjacent to the development area.

3. Proposed Development Impact
The development includes:
· Installation of 2 padel courts
· Small decking area
· Portacabin welfare unit
· Parking area (6–8 vehicles)
· Associated access and circulation space
The footprint of the development is limited in scale, and the use of an iframe modular system ensures:
· Minimal excavation
· Reduced soil disturbance
· Limited permanent land take
As such, the loss of existing habitat is considered minor and confined to a small proportion of low-value grassland.

4. Biodiversity Net Gain Approach
Given the small scale and low baseline ecological value, a proportionate approach has been adopted.
The development will deliver biodiversity net gain through on-site enhancements, avoiding the need for off-site compensation.

5. Proposed Biodiversity Enhancements
The following measures will be implemented:
5.1 Wildflower Grass Margins
· Areas surrounding the courts and boundaries will be seeded with native wildflower mixes
· This will enhance habitat diversity and support pollinators

5.2 Hedgerow Enhancement
· Existing hedgerows will be retained and enhanced
· Gaps will be infilled with native species planting where appropriate

5.3 Bird and Bat Boxes
· Installation of:
· 2–4 bird boxes
· 1–2 bat boxes
These will provide nesting and roosting opportunities.

5.4 Sensitive Site Management
· Avoidance of unnecessary vegetation clearance
· Retention of natural grass areas where possible
· Ongoing low-intensity maintenance

6. Net Gain Outcome
The proposed development:
· Results in only a minor loss of low-value habitat
· Introduces higher-value ecological features
· Improves habitat diversity and ecological function
On this basis, the development is expected to achieve a minimum 10% biodiversity net gain, consistent with statutory requirements.

7. Compliance with Policy
The proposal aligns with:
· Environment Act 2021 (Biodiversity Net Gain requirement)
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – protecting and enhancing biodiversity
· Relevant policies of Wiltshire Council

8. Conclusion
This statement demonstrates that the proposed development:
· Is located on land of low ecological value
· Minimises habitat loss through low-impact construction methods
· Provides measurable biodiversity enhancements on-site
The development will deliver a net gain in biodiversity and is therefore compliant with current planning policy and legislation.
Planning permission is respectfully requested.
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