LIGHTING IMPACT STATEMENT
Proposed Development: Padel Courts (2 no.)
Location: Fairfields, Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JD

1. Introduction
This Lighting Impact Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for two outdoor padel courts and associated development.
The report assesses the potential impact of artificial lighting on:
· Residential amenity
· The rural environment
· Local character
The assessment has been informed by:
· Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) Guidance Note GN01/21
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

2. Existing Lighting Environment
The site is located in a rural area with low ambient lighting levels, typical of agricultural land and edge-of-settlement locations.
There are minimal existing artificial light sources, limited to:
· Occasional vehicle headlights along the A361
· Nearby residential lighting
As such, the site can be characterised as a low district brightness area (Environmental Zone E2/E3) under ILP guidance.

3. Proposed Lighting Scheme
The development includes:
· 8 no. LED luminaires total
(4 per court)
· Each unit rated at 200 watts
· Mounted at 6 metres height
· Positioned around each court

Design Features
· Downward-facing (fully cut-off) luminaires
· Directional aiming to contain light within court boundaries
· LED technology for efficient and controlled output

4. Hours of Use
Lighting will operate only when required and will be controlled via a timer system:
· 08:00 – 22:00 maximum operation
· Reduced use during summer months due to natural daylight
· Automatic switch-off after final bookings
This ensures no overnight illumination.

5. Sensitive Receptors
The nearest residential properties are located approximately:
· 25 metres from the rear of the courts
These are the primary receptors considered in this assessment.

6. Potential Impacts
6.1 Light Spill (Obtrusive Light)
Potential exists for light spill beyond the courts; however:
· Directional luminaires significantly reduce lateral spread
· Mounting height and beam control ensure focus on playing surface
Spill levels at neighbouring properties are expected to be low and within acceptable ILP limits.

6.2 Glare
Glare is controlled through:
· Use of full cut-off LED fittings
· Careful aiming angles
· Moderate column height (6m)
This minimises direct line-of-sight exposure for nearby receptors.

6.3 Sky Glow
Given:
· Small scale of development (2 courts only)
· LED directional lighting
· Limited operating hours
Contribution to sky glow will be negligible.

7. Assessment Against ILP Guidance (GN01/21)
For rural/suburban environments (E2–E3), ILP recommends limits on:
· Light spill (lux levels at windows)
· Glare intensity
· Upward light ratio
The proposed scheme aligns with these principles through:
· Directional lighting design
· Low number of fittings
· Time-controlled operation
· Absence of upward-facing light
As such, the development is expected to comply with ILP obtrusive light limits.

8. Mitigation Measures
Embedded mitigation includes:
· Downward-facing LED luminaires
· No floodlighting beyond court area
· Timer-controlled operation (no late-night use)
· Limited column height (6m)
· Small-scale scheme (2 courts only)
If required, additional mitigation could include:
· Further adjustment of beam angles post-installation
· Installation of glare shields




9. Residual Impact
Taking into account:
· Distance to receptors (~25m)
· Directional lighting design
· Limited hours of operation
· Rural context
The residual lighting impact is assessed as:
Negligible to Low (Not Significant)

10. Planning Condition
The floodlighting shall be installed in accordance with the approved details and shall be angled downward and operated only between 08:00 and 22:00. No additional external lighting shall be installed without prior approval of the Local Planning Authority.

11. Conclusion
This assessment demonstrates that the proposed lighting scheme:
· Is appropriately designed for a rural location
· Minimises light spill, glare, and sky glow
· Operates within controlled hours
· Complies with ILP guidance and NPPF requirements
The development will not result in unacceptable impacts on residential amenity or the surrounding environment.
Planning permission is therefore respectfully requested.
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