PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT
Proposed Development: Change of Use to Padel Sports Facility
Location: Fairfields, Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JD

1. Introduction
This statement demonstrates how the proposed development accords with the Wiltshire Core Strategy (Adopted January 2015) and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
The proposal seeks to provide a small-scale outdoor recreational facility within a rural setting, supporting community wellbeing and rural diversification.

2. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
The NPPF supports sustainable development and promotes healthy communities.
Key Relevant Sections:
· Paragraph 98 – Planning decisions should promote social interaction and support healthy, inclusive communities
· Paragraph 99 – Access to high-quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation is important for health and wellbeing
Compliance:
The proposal directly supports these objectives by:
· Providing new local sports infrastructure
· Encouraging physical activity
· Enhancing community wellbeing

3. Wiltshire Core Strategy Policies
Core Policy 1 – Settlement Strategy
This policy supports sustainable development within Wiltshire’s settlements and allows for appropriate development in rural areas where it meets local needs.
Compliance:
· The proposal is a small-scale rural recreational use
· It supports local demand without requiring large-scale infrastructure
· It is appropriate to its countryside setting

Core Policy 19 – Spatial Strategy for the Royal Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Community Area
(Note: Semington falls within the Melksham Community Area, but the principle is consistent across rural areas)
This policy supports development that meets local needs and enhances community facilities.
Compliance:
· The development provides new recreational infrastructure
· It contributes positively to the local area
· It complements existing land uses

Core Policy 42 – Standalone Renewable Energy / Low Impact Development
(Referenced for sustainability principles)
Compliance:
· The scheme uses low-impact construction (iframe system)
· Minimal ground disturbance
· Reversible form of development

Core Policy 48 – Supporting Rural Life
This is a key policy.
It supports development that:
· Enhances the vitality of rural communities
· Supports rural diversification
· Provides employment and leisure opportunities
Compliance:
· The proposal represents diversification of agricultural land use
· Provides recreational opportunities for the local population
· Supports rural economic activity

Core Policy 50 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity
Requires protection of environmental assets.
Compliance:
· Minimal groundworks reduce ecological disruption
· Development is on previously managed land
· No significant habitat loss anticipated

Core Policy 51 – Landscape
Requires protection of landscape character.
Compliance:
· Small-scale development
· Low structures (courts at 4m)
· Limited visual intrusion
· Rural character preserved

Core Policy 57 – Ensuring High Quality Design and Place Shaping
Requires development to:
· Respond positively to local context
· Protect residential amenity
· Be well designed
Compliance:
· Sensitive layout and scale
· Noise and lighting impacts mitigated
· Appropriate rural design approach

Core Policy 58 – Ensuring the Conservation of the Historic Environment
Compliance:
· No known heritage assets affected
· No impact on historic setting

Core Policy 60 – Sustainable Transport
Encourages sustainable access and appropriate transport impacts.
Compliance:
· Use of existing access to site entrance via A361
· Small-scale traffic generation
· Local user base likely

Core Policy 64 – Demand Management
Requires consideration of transport impacts.
Compliance:
· Limited parking provision (6–8 vehicles)
· Low trip generation
· No highway impact anticipated

4. Key Planning Balance
The proposal delivers clear benefits:
Benefits:
· Promotes health and wellbeing
· Supports rural diversification
· Provides local sports infrastructure
· Low environmental impact
Impacts:
· Minor noise and lighting impacts (mitigated)

5. Conclusion
The proposed development is fully aligned with both national and local planning policy.
In particular, it:
· Supports NPPF objectives for healthy communities
· Complies with Core Policy 48 (Rural Life)
· Meets design and amenity requirements under Core Policy 57
· Maintains landscape character and environmental quality
The proposal represents sustainable development and should be supported.
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