PLANNING OFFICER SUMMARY
Proposed Development: Padel Courts (2 no.)
Location: Fairfields Caravan Storage, Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JD

1. Proposal
This application seeks permission for the change of use of agricultural land to a small-scale outdoor padel sports facility, comprising:
· 2 no. padel courts (20m x 10m x 4m high)
· Timber decking / waiting area
· Portacabin (WC and wash facilities)
· Parking for 6–8 vehicles
· Associated access, lighting, and drainage

2. Key Considerations
Scale and Character
· Modest, low-density development
· Limited built form within a rural setting
· Courts are low height (4m) and visually contained

Impact on Residential Amenity
· Nearest dwellings approx. 25m from courts
· Noise is intermittent and low-level (recreational use)
· Lighting is directional, downward-facing, and time-controlled (08:00–22:00)
Overall impact: Not significant

Highways and Access
· Existing access from A361 utilised
· Low traffic generation
· On-site parking (6–8 spaces) provided
 No highway safety concerns anticipated




Environmental Impact
· Minimal ground disturbance due to iframe modular system
· Limited loss of low-value grassland
· Biodiversity enhancements proposed (wildflower areas, boxes, hedgerow improvements)
Net environmental effect: Positive

Drainage and Services
· Water supply from existing on-site connection
· Foul drainage via septic tank (consistent with existing arrangements)

3. Planning Policy
The proposal is considered to comply with:
· NPPF – promoting healthy communities and sustainable development
· Wiltshire Core Strategy, particularly:
· Core Policy 48 (Supporting Rural Life)
· Core Policy 57 (Design and Amenity)
· Core Policy 50/51 (Environment and Landscape)

4. Planning Balance
Benefits:
· Provision of local sports and recreation facility
· Supports health and wellbeing
· Rural diversification
· Low environmental impact
Impacts:
· Limited and mitigated (noise, lighting, visual)

5. Recommendation
The proposal represents a small-scale, low-impact recreational development that is appropriate to its rural setting and compliant with planning policy.
Recommendation: Approval (subject to conditions)

6. Suggested Conditions
· Hours of use restricted to 08:00–22:00
· Lighting to be installed as approved and angled downward
· No amplified music or external PA systems
· Development to be carried out in accordance with approved plans

Applicant: Jamie Hughes – Tri padel Courts
Date: 08/04/26

