NOISE IMPACT STATEMENT
Proposed Development: Padel Courts (2 no.)
Location: Fairfields, Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JD

1. Introduction
This Noise Impact Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the development of two outdoor padel courts and associated facilities.
The assessment adopts a proportionate approach, referencing relevant UK guidance including:
· BS 4142:2014+A1:2019 – Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound
· WHO Environmental Noise Guidelines (2018)
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) principles relating to amenity
Given the small scale of the proposal, a qualitative and comparative assessment is considered appropriate.

2. Site Context & Baseline Conditions
The site is located within a rural environment characterised by:
· Agricultural land
· Existing caravan storage use
· Sporadic road traffic noise from the A361
Baseline sound levels are therefore typically low, but with intermittent increases associated with passing traffic and rural activity.
The nearest residential receptors are located approximately 25 metres from the rear of the proposed courts.

3. Description of Noise Sources
The primary noise sources associated with padel are:
· Ball impacts (racket and glass rebounds)
· Player vocalisation (speech, calling scores)
· General movement/activity noise
These sources are:
· Transient and impulsive in nature
· Irregular and intermittent, rather than continuous
· Comparable to tennis or similar recreational activities
No fixed mechanical plant or amplified sound systems are proposed.

4. Scale of Activity
· Maximum of 2 courts in operation
· Up to 8 players at any one time
· Low vehicle movements associated with small parking provision (6–8 cars)
This represents a low-intensity recreational use.

5. Hours of Operation
· 08:00 – 22:00 daily
In line with common practice, these hours avoid unsocial late-night periods and are consistent with WHO guidance regarding community noise exposure.

6. Acoustic Character & Typical Levels
Published studies and comparable facilities indicate that:
· Padel/t tennis-type activities typically generate noise levels in the region of 50–65 dB(A) at source (close proximity)
· At distances of 20–30 metres, sound levels reduce significantly due to geometric spreading and atmospheric absorption
At the nearest receptor (~25m), expected noise levels are likely to fall within the range of:
· 40–50 dB(A) during active play
This is broadly comparable to:
· Normal conversation (~50–60 dB)
· Light traffic at distance

7. Assessment Against Guidance
7.1 BS 4142 Context
While BS 4142 is typically applied to industrial/commercial sound, its principles are useful:
· The sound here is not continuous or tonal plant noise
· It is recreational and intermittent, which reduces perceived impact
· Rating penalties (for tonality/impulsivity) are limited due to short duration events
Given the low level and intermittent nature, the development would be expected to result in a low impact rating.

7.2 WHO Guidelines
The WHO recommends avoiding significant adverse impacts from environmental noise, particularly at night.
· The proposal ceases at 22:00
· Noise levels at receptors are expected to remain moderate and non-intrusive
· No sleep disturbance impacts are anticipated

7.3 NPPF (Amenity)
The NPPF requires that development:
· Avoids significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life
· Mitigates and reduces impacts to acceptable levels
Given predicted levels and characteristics, the proposal complies with these objectives.

8. Mitigation Measures
The scheme incorporates the following embedded mitigation:
· Limited scale (2 courts only)
· No amplified sound or PA systems
· Controlled hours (08:00–22:00)
· Open rural setting aiding sound dispersion
· Court layout maximising separation where feasible

9. Residual Impact
Taking into account:
· Distance to receptors (~25m)
· Intermittent nature of noise
· Modest sound levels
· Built-in mitigation
The residual noise impact is assessed as:
 Negligible to Low (Not Significant)

10. Planning Condition
The development shall not be used outside the hours of 08:00 to 22:00 and no amplified music or external sound systems shall be installed or operated on the site.

11. Conclusion
This semi-technical assessment demonstrates that:
· Noise levels from the proposed padel courts will be modest and comparable to typical recreational activities
· Impacts at nearby residential properties will be low and not significant
· The proposal accords with BS 4142 principles, WHO guidance, and NPPF requirements
The development is therefore considered acceptable in noise terms, and planning permission is respectfully requested.
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