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Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
	Officer name: 
	Niall Machin

	Date: 
	07.04.26

		Application No:  



	PL/2025/07023

		  Proposal: 



	Installation of Flood Resilience Measures approx. 490 metres in length to include; removal of existing concrete kerb and replacement with new (max 450mm n height), installation of new concrete kerb (450mm in height) and flood gates.

		Site Address:  



	Cereal Partners, Staverton, BA14 6PG

	Case Officer:
	Gen Collins



Recommendations:
	[bookmark: _6b73c20f_6ed4_4d16_aa26_354217c36501][bookmark: _e5b69308_a394_4690_b12f_346f8fcad7f0]
	

	
	No Comment

	 
	Support

	
	No objection 

	
	Condition (no objection subject to conditions)

	X
	Objection - further information required

	
	   Objection in principle


Thank you for your consultation on the above application. I have reviewed the submitted documents against OS maps, aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory designated sites and existing records of protected species. 

Information considered:

· Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA), SLR, 416.066493.00001, Oct 2025

COMMENTS:

Bath and Bradford-on-Avon Bats Special Area for Conservation (SAC) 
 
The site lies within a consultation zone for greater horseshoe bat associated with the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon Bats SAC and therefore has potential to result in significant adverse impact on the special features of that site. It is considered that no Likely Significant Effects will occur due to the distance from the SAC and no anticipated indirect impacts due to the small scale of the development the majority of which will affect existing made ground within an existing industrial development with no change of use. Light spill on the adjacent designated sites should be prevented by development of a sensitive lighting scheme which will minimise any increase of current light levels along the boundary to the Bristol Avon LWS.

County Wildlife Site (CWS) 
 
Bristol Avon River lies adjacent to the site. Wiltshire Core Policy 50 requires that CWSs are protected from the effects of development and should be enhanced where possible. As stated in the EcIA, the works will be 10-12m distant to the River Avon and no impact is expected. Nevertheless, pollution prevention measures will be required.

Protected Species

No evidence of protected species on Site according to the PEA, beyond nesting bird species. 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
The EcIA states that BNG is not required under the de minimis principle as the development site is under 25 square metres and no priority habitat is being lost. We note that the new kerb passes through an area of woodland identified on Figure 1 of the EcIA, the UK Habitat Baseline: further information is required to measure the woodland habitat impact loss and the grassland habitat impact/loss to confirm whether the BNG de minimis principle can be applied. 

Conditions

Pollution prevention measures

Prior to the commencement of works, including demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, pollution prevention measures to avoid impact to the adjacent River Avon County Wildlife Site should be submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority.

REASON: To avoid pollution impact to the River Avon County Wildlife Site.

Lighting

No external light fixture or fitting will be installed within the application site unless details of existing and proposed new lighting have been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority in writing. The submitted details will demonstrate how the proposed lighting will impact on bat habitat compared to the existing situation. 
The plans will be in accordance with the appropriate Environmental Zone standards set out by the Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP) Guidance Notes on the Avoidance of Obtrusive Light (GN 01/2021) and Guidance note GN08/23 “Bats and artificial lighting at night”, issued by the Bat Conservation Trust and Institution of Lighting Professionals. 

REASON: To avoid illumination of habitat used by bats within a consultation zone for the Bath and BOA Bats SAC.

CEMP 

Prior to the commencement of works, including demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval in writing. The Plan shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: 
a. Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection areas and details of physical means of protection, e.g. exclusion fencing. 
b. Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds. 
d. Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors; including details of when a licensed ecologist and/or ecological clerk of works (ECoW) shall be present on site. 
e. Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and ecologist/ECoW). 
 
Development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved CEMP. 
 
REASON: To ensure adequate protection and mitigation for ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable. 

Compliance with submitted documents

The development will be carried out in strict accordance with the following documents:    
 
· Ecological Impact Assessment, SLR, 416.066493.00001, Oct 2025

Sign off by WC Ecologist will only be given once ALL outstanding information has been submitted and agreed sufficient.
	Ecologist
	Date

	Niall Machin
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