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This Design, Access, Heritage and Accessibility Statement has been prepared by Michael 
Lyons Architecture in support of the Application for Planning Permission for the renovation 
and alteration of The Dower House in Compton Chamberlayne, Wiltshire.
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Site Location Plan

Outside
The house is approached via a no-through lane 
to a large parking area on the northern side of 
the house beside the outbuildings.  

Priory Lodge / Priory Cottage
Situated towards the southern edge of the 
property, they are located on the left as you 
go down the drive to the Dower House. 
Constructed of stone and render under a tile 
roof, it is a pretty period building. The lodge has 
been let historically and the Cottage has been 
used for overflow accommodation for the house. 
The lodge has its own area of garden and the 
room layouts can be seen on the floor plans.

Gardens and Grounds
The house sits beautifully within its grounds and 
is surrounded on all sides by its well kept mature 
gardens. The house is protected to the east with 
pasture land rising up the valley side and a strip 
of mature mixed woodland providing further 
cover. The lawns stretch to the South, West and 
north of the house with immaculately presented 
herbaceous borders which are well stocked with 
flowering plants. There are some impressive 
Oaks, beech, acer and magnolias around the 
gardens and grounds.

Surrounding the house is a raised terrace and 
a wisteria covered eating area, providing the 
ideal seating area during the warmer months. 
To the south and screened by a mature, clipped 
beech hedge is the kitchen garden, where there 
are some apple trees forming a small orchard, 
fruit cages, a green house, vegetable beds and a 
timber clad potting shed. Discreetly hidden in 
the southern most corner is a recently resurfaced 
sunken tennis court.

The main gardens around the house are 
elegantly arranged with the focal point being a 
gently sunken parterre garden intricately divided 
by neat box hedging, ornamental pond and part 
surrounded by a wisteria-clad stone pergola. 
beyond this is a large pond complete with 
central island and a wooden bridge providing 
access. 

To the north of the house is a large parking area 
and a double garage with stores and a workshop. 
There is also a further building with two loose 
boxes.

beyond the garden to the west is a large 
paddock, which is subject to a grazing lease of 
99 years granted on 29th September 1986 in 
favour of a neighbouring land owner. The owners 
are also entitled to graze the paddock too.

Cottages
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Located in an extremely pretty part of Wiltshire, The Dower House sits within well kept 
mature gardens. The site houses a main dwelling with two additional cottages located to the 
south of the property, as well as various outbuildings, and a tennis court set down within the 
grounds.

Set back on lower ground to the road, and constructed using local green sandstone, the property 
blends into its surroundings. The house is protected to the east by pasture land rising up the 
valley side, as well as a strip of mature mixed woodland. Key views are across the valley to 
the north and west, as well as views to the South overlooking an enclosed garden. 

A large pond is located to the north-west of the property, with a wooden bridge providing 
access. There is a south and west facing terrace with mature trees within the garden. Access 
onto the site is to the South via a no-through lane, lined with post and rail fencing and 
established hedging. There is plenty of parking with space for several cars to the north of the 
main dwelling. 

A simple site analysis has been prepared to illustrate the site conditions and context.

The Dower House is a two storey building with added rooms within the roof space and it 
has been developed over the preceding years. The central part of the house is historic and as 
such a historic building survey has been commissioned from the Wiltshire Building Record 
in order to provide a full understanding of it. The proposed works and development of the 
building and site are worked up with respect to its heritage. 

The main body of the house and the original historic building comprises of a two storey stone 
structure with a double pitched roof. It has stone mullioned windows with modern metal 
windows within. This was originally a cross-passage house and some of the original timber 
boarding remains. The original staircase has been removed from its central location and a new 
timber staircase installed within the southern side of the house.

There are extensions on three sides of the original building. There is a two storey extension 
on the southern side with a similar cross section to the original building. There is a reception 
room to the ground floor and a bedroom and bathroom to the first floor. The external walls 
are finished with a painted render and the windows have stone mullions and surrounds with 
modern metal casement within.

There is a two storey extension to the west which comprises of the drawing room on the 
ground floor, the principle bedroom with bathroom on the first floor and a further bedroom 
within the attic. This wing is also finished with a painted render and has stone mullioned 
windows with modern metal frames. Paint is coming away from the render which is as a result 
of a non-breathable paint having been applied. There is also a balcony at first floor level which 
runs along the full length of the southern side and this is in a state of poor repair. There is a 
large stone built chimney on the northern side which serves the drawing room.

There is a single storey wing to the north which houses the kitchen and utility room. This has 
a new pitch roof and is rendered with stone mullioned windows with metal frames.
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The house is essentially rectangular in plan, with the addition of the western wing which 
projects into the garden. The house is built into the landscape with a steeply sloping bank to 
the east, the access road and then the house with its north/south axis. There is a terrace to the 
west which looks out across the large garden and across the valley. There is a pond to the north 
west which is visible from the house.

The house is in poor condition and requires a complete overhaul to place it back into sound 
repair. Structural and Ecological surveys have been undertaken to assess the building and 
these form part of the application information. The existing building is also poorly laid out 
and this can be improved upon to create more usable spaces which work better with and 
within the surrounding landscape.

The access to the house is via a drive which passes the house on the eastern side between it 
and the steeply sloping grass bank. There is an inlet cut into the bank which provides an area 
for car parking and there is an outbuilding containing a double garage and ancillary residential 
accommodation to the north of the drive. This is a simple rectangular building, with a ground 
floor and accommodation within the double pitched roof. This building is of painted render 
and has a pitched slate roof.

The property has a large garden with main open lawn to the west. There is terracing to the 
western side of the house which is mixed up with planting beds. The terrace projects out of 
the ground at the north west corner and service elements for the building are accommodated 
there.

- - -
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Building Heritage

Tithe map of Compton Chamberlayne dated 1850.
The Dower House is the ‘U’ Shaped building marked 82 to the right of the image.

Building Heritage

 

7 
 

facing the main street. The majority of buildings are on the flatter ground of the east side facing a 
bank, which rises steeply on the west side.  
 
The predominant material found at all dates is the local Greensand. This is used dressed for the main 
elevations of substantial 2-storey buildings such as The Dower House, and also at Piggotts and Camel 
Cottage. The predominant roofing material, as at The Dower House, was thatch.8 Post Office Cottage 
and Orchard Cottage date from the 17th century and have also had their thatch replaced with tiles9. 
Reserved chamfered stone mullioned windows are typically found during the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries in the village and more widely throughout the central southern parishes of Wiltshire. This 
design of window is found in the southern extension of The Dower House, though the physical 
evidence suggests these have been reclaimed and made part of a mid-20th century extension. 
 
The Dower House – history and evolution 
 

 
 
Fig.2a Plan of 17th century house 
 
The earliest footprint of The Dower House dated 1769 (fig.9) shows it to be of a north/south single 
range with a lean-to at the south end fronting the road. As a farmhouse, there were attached 
outshuts at either end facing the lane, now gone. These almost certainly housed a wash-house, 
scullery, fuel house or other services.  These may have been attached to the front rather than the 
rear due to the falling ground behind.  

The plan of the house was very simple: a heated main living room/kitchen to the south (now part of 
the present hall), and an unheated parlour for storage and sleeping to the north (now the dining 
room) (fig.2a). Both were approached from a wide through passage in the centre of the house 
(incorporated into the larger hall). Part of a plank and muntin partition is retained forming part of the 
south side of the passage. The plank and muntin partition is now reasonably rare at vernacular level 
in Wiltshire.  and in the following century became the partition made up of staggered boards of 
equal proportions before changing again to the tongue and grooved matchboarding of later years. 
These examples have been found all over Wiltshire and illustrate its development (figs.3-4, 6-8).  

 

 
8 Where this has been retained the style is combed wheat reed. 
9 Combe House, also late 17th century, now has concrete tiles. 

Plan of the Original 17th Century House
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Fig.11 Tithe map of Compton Chamberlayne dated 1850. The Dower House is the ‘U’-shaped 
building marked 82 to the right of the image 

The tithe map of 1850 indicates that the Dower House was the farmhouse for William Targett’s farm 
of 506 acres.  It is described as ‘farmhouse, yards, garden, offices and farm buildings’. The tithe 
extract above (fig.11) shows an ‘L-shaped’ farmyard to the north as well as scattered smaller 
buildings in a driftway arrangement. Its footprint now shows a ‘U-shaped’ arrangement, with a 
further lean-to outbuilding facing the road at the north end. The dead-end lane was once called 
‘Duck Lane’12 and re-joined the main street to the north.  

Targett was evidently an important man in the village. In 1849 he was the foreman of the estate’s 
Court Baron – a committee dealing with local land transfers, surrenders, and infractions of byelaws. 
In 1849 the court presented ‘that the bridge over the watercourse in the footway leading from the 
street towards Mr Targett’s Farm is entirely down and that the Lord of the Manor ought to rebuild the 
same.’13 

Targett died intestate in 1853, leaving his widow, Sophia, to sort out his estate worth between 
£3,000-£4,00014. Interestingly, William Targett is named as the innkeeper at the French Horn Inn, 
Barford St Martin at the time of his son Henry’s birth15. 

Sophia continued farming with Henry’s help, and in the 1861 census she is described as a ‘farmer’s 
widow’ aged 57. Sophia died in 1866. Not too long after this date, it does appear that all the land 
was transferred and worked from nearby Naishes Farm, perhaps by a relative, another William 
Targett, with wife Sarah by 1871. It seems almost certain that the house was then occupied by the 

 
12 Personal Communication, Mr & Mrs Newman 
13 Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre ref:332/251 
14 AncestryInstitution.com - Wiltshire, England, Wills and Probate, 1530-1858 
15 AncestryInstitution.com - Wiltshire, England, Church of England Births and Baptisms, 1813-1922 

The earliest drawing of The Dower House illustrates a simple through passage house, with a 
heated main living room/kitchen to the north, and an unheated parlour for storage and sleeping 
to the south. There was a lean-to at the south end of the building, with additional outshuts at 
either end facing the lane, which are now gone. The south side of the through passage has an 
original plank and muntin partition. The central core of the building is made up of three bays 
in two full storeys, with a steep gabled roof covered in concrete tiles, bounded by coping. At 
the north end of the building there is a single storey extension and to the south there is a two-
storey extension, both of which are rendered and are of modern construction. Modern three-
light and two-light mullioned windows have been used on the extensions, with simple modern 
bell-moulding (not hood moulding as in the central core). 

The interior of the building consists of predominantly late 20th century or early 21st century 
frames, glazing, skirtings, plasterwork, floors and interior woodwork.  The remodelling of the 
kitchen and extension of the west wing in 1974 means there are no historic features found in 
the kitchen/dining area, dressing room and bathroom found in the west wing. The bedroom 
in the west wing contains two reused stone mullioned windows, which differ to those found 
in the rest of the house as each leaded light has 10 panes rather than the 8 present elsewhere. 
The old external quadrant stay extant on the 3-light window is typical of the period and are 
probably original. Both windows show graffiti scratched into the stone. There is a modern 
Georgian-style dog-leg stair with a curtail step which is a replacement for a mid-1980s Art 
Deco-Style timber and metal stair. The original stairs are likely to have been tucked into the 
recess to the west of the fireplace. This recess is now empty. 

The roof covering is now plain tile but the pitch (57 degrees) is that associated with thatch. An 
original painting, although undated, pre-dates the northern and southern extensions, shows 
a thatched covering. The roof structure to the un-extended house is made up of three bays 
between two gabled parapeted end walls. The trusses are much altered and in places decayed 
by insect attack. On the east side the principal has been cut back to accommodate a later 
dormer. No evidence was noted for wind bracing-either intact or residual, but the surviving 
purlins and principals are mostly embedded or partly encased in later work and such evidence 
may simply now be hidden or lost. The replaced rafters are fixed to a ridge board, rather than 
a ridge beam spanning between the oak frame. This has led to outward thrust being applied 
to the top of the masonry walls, causing the first-floor top left window head to bow outwards. 
This is also identified within the structural engineer’s report. The quality and scantling of the 
roof timbers is inferior to that of the chamfered beams and plank and muntin partitioning of 
the ground floor and first floor, and suggests the roof is a later replacement to a lost first phase 
roof, albeit incorporating a few remnants of the original roof. The loft is poorly ventilated, 
with roofing membrane missing or falling apart. 

Existing Plans Showing Building’s Age
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The Dower House, Compton Chamberlayne607
December 2023 Proposal

The proposal is to renovate and make alterations to The Dower House building and site, to 
make it a usable and well planned family home which is placed in sound condition for the 
future.

The existing house has a poorly designed and laid out kitchen and utility room to the north. 
This is proposed to be taken down and rebuilt. The new structure would have a snug/sitting 
room area adjacent to the original store building with the new kitchen, boot room and pantry 
beyond. There will be a new single storey dining/gallery room to the west which, in part, fills 
the ‘U’ shape plan of the building. The existing terrace to the west will be rebuilt with grass 
banks dropping down to the garden.

The intention is to draw out the original core 17th Century structure and to allow the new 
accommodation to work around it. Access on the ground floor is through the building, as it 
was originally, and this leads to the new circulation/gallery/dining space which in turn opens 
out to the garden. The buildings original stone work remains and the ‘strip’ roof light allows 
views up the full extent of the building’s western elevation. This area uses an existing dark 
and damp north facing corner of the building, so bringing it back into life.

The kitchen is reconfigured to the north as a single storey wing with roof trusses. There are 
views out to the garden through the gallery together with a window looking north towards the 
pond.

The northern wing is proposed to be constructed of natural stone to match the original building 
but separated from it by glazing to draw out the distinct points.

A basement will be located below the kitchen to house all of the service elements for the 
property and to utilise the existing drop in level.

The existing house will have the dormers and windows re-detailed to lighten and refine the 
building. The existing concrete tiles will be replaced with plain clay tiles.

A garage and car port is proposed within the current hollow of the existing bank to the north 
east of the house.

The existing garage and ancillary accommodation will be renovated and re-modelled to 
provide simple ancillary accommodation for the future. This being used by family, guests, 
staff or carers but remaining fully part of The Dower House.

Proposal
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The Dower House, Compton Chamberlayne607
December 2023

Drawings Not To Scale

View of the proposed building from the west

Ariel view showing the building with the ancillary building to the northView showing the proposed building and car port

A SketchUp model has been created to look at the formal massing of the proposed build and 
to illustrate how it sits within the landscape.

These images show the model and are solely to illustrate the massing and do not reflect the 
building detail which is shown in the design drawings.

Formal Massing

Formal Massing



The Dower House, Compton Chamberlayne607
December 2023

View of building looking from the north and showing the modern single storey 
kitchen

View of the existing ancillary accommodation with storage out building

View of existing building from the north east View of garage and ancillary accommodation

Photographs

Photographs



The Dower House, Compton Chamberlayne607
December 2023 Summary

Sustainability The proposed works are sustainable as they take an existing redundant building in a state of poor repair and place it back in a sound condition for the future. The 
replacement extension to the north will be constructed to correct building regulation standards and the existing house will be upgraded with insulation appropriate to its 
location and the buildings character.

An ecological survey has been undertaken by David Leach and his report is submitted as part of the Application for Planning Permission. There are bats present within 
the original building and the report identifies them, their location and the procedures for dealing with and protecting them during the works.

Ecology

The proposed works look to preserve and enhance the setting of the existing building, whilst drawing a distinction between the historic and new building elements. 
External lighting will be limited and installed with downward direction. The new western link will have side glazing to the west but a solid flat roof and a strip roof light 
where the building meets the existing. The external landscape will remove the cluster of terraces and planters and create a simple grassed bank leading down to the lawn, 
surrounded with meadow grass and wild flowers.

National Landscape

Access for the property will remain as existing. The proposed scheme will incorporate a ‘level access’ to the replaced extension on the north, so facilitating access for 
disabled persons. The scheme has also been designed to ‘future proof ’ it for such times as when mobility issues could become a problem. To address this, a small passenger 
lift is proposed within the recess within the Hallway. The building has also been planned to allow for the southern ground floor room to be used as a bedroom with level 
access throughout the ground floor.

The building is existing and the amount of bedrooms will not change. There is an existing water treatment plant and this will be inspected as part of the works and 
maintained or replaced subject to findings.

Access

Drainage


