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For the attention of Isabella Wise






31st March 2026


Dear Ms Wise

Re PL/2026/01620 - Permission in Principle for 2 dwellings on North Street, Gt. Somerford

This site lies within a Conservation Area and a designated Local Green Space.

The previous application on West Street, PL/2023/06033, was granted on Appeal with the admission that “the introduction of two dwellings to the appeal site would diminish the rural character of this undeveloped open land”.
The applicant for the present permission states at 2.1 that this part of the village is “characterised by low density and irregular patterned development on both sides of West Street with large houses situated within generous plots interspersed with trees” and “the overall sense travelling along the road is of being within a loosely developed village interspersed with gaps provided by field frontages”

Both comments emphasise the fact that the open character and the appearance of this area of the village is one of special significance because of the low density and openness of the dwellings and their surroundings.

The fact that the designation of LGS7 was made, along with the other LGSs, through local community wish, along with the Conservation Area, demonstrates that this aspect of the built village environment was, and judging from the community responses to this application, is, “demonstrably special”. 
This designation meets the NPPF 106 time criteria as it endures beyond the end of the Plan period.
NPPF 107 states that LGS designation should be “i. demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance and ii. local in character and is not an extensive tract of land”.
Both criteria apply.

The wording of NPPF para11d) i:
“the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets of particular importance provides a strong reason for refusing the development proposed 
(footnote 7 listing Local Green Spaces)

The NPPF states that Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or updated and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.
This criteria is met.

The applicant for this permission attempts to make the case that granting the Appeal of
Pl/2023/06033 has set a precedent for other LGS protections to be overruled.

However, that Appeal decision contained many flaws in:
· Creating infill development where protections existed. 
· No comment on meaningful public transport uplift with regard to sustainable transport and development planning. 
· Promoting the use of the private car in a rural area. 

What this application promotes is development creep through infill.   A large application site in the village, Broadfield Farm, received permission in 2023.  This, in addition to smaller permissions, has already made the local housing need contribution, but will have contributed negatively to cumulative increase of vehicles on the rural roads.  Contrary to LTP4 Policies.

We object to this application.

Yours sincerely
Anne Henshaw
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