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Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
	Officer name: 
	Niall Machin

	Date: 
	01/04/26

		Application No:  



	PL/2026/01867

		  Proposal: 



	Erection of a building amounting to 6,968 sqm GIA (Use Classes E(g), B2 and B8) with associated facilities, access with security, parking, hard and soft landscaping, drainage and associated works; A new roundabout from the A345 with footways and bus stops; A new access to Chemring Countermeasures UK including turning and security; Solar Fields; and associated works.

		Site Address:  



	Northern Field, Land adjacent to A345, High Post, Salisbury

	Case Officer:
	Georgina Wright



Recommendations:
	[bookmark: _6b73c20f_6ed4_4d16_aa26_354217c36501][bookmark: _e5b69308_a394_4690_b12f_346f8fcad7f0]
	

	
	No Comment

	 
	Support

	
	No objection 

	X
	Condition (no objection subject to conditions)

	
	Objection - further information required

	
	   Objection in principle



Thank you for your consultation on the above application. I have reviewed the submitted documents against OS maps, aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory designated sites and existing records of protected species. 

Information considered:

· Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA), Pro Vision March 2026
· BNG Assessment, Metric and Condition Assessment, Pro Vision March 2026
· Draft Construction Management Plan, Atlas March 2026

COMMENTS:

Protected Sites

We note that the development is 4.75km from Salisbury Plain SAC and 6.7km south of the Salisbury Plain SPA and outside of the Salisbury Plain SPA Recreational Disturbance Zone. Whilst the development is 1..4km from the River Avon SAC and within the River Avon SAC zone regarding phosphates, no additional overnight accommodation is proposed. Therefore, no Likely Significant Effects are predicted for these European Sites and a Habitat Regulations Assessment is not required for these Sites. 
The development is located 4.8km from Porton Down SPA where stone curlew is a citation feature. The development is non residential and therefore is unlikely to have an impact on the SPA. We note that stone curlew breed in the area where the site is located: stone curlew impact and mitigation is addressed under protected species, below. The arable fields where the site is located are not considered functional habitat to the SPA.

High Post Golf Course County Wildlife Site lies on the other side of the A345 and will be not subject to significant impact given the proposed mitigation measures.

Protected Species

We note the assessment of protected species in the PEA. The mitigation proposed for stone curlew is considered appropriate. We also note the proposed measures to ensure the site is not made suitable for stone curlew during construction. However, we advise that this detail needs to be included in the Construction Management Plan.

No other protected species issues are likely to be significant. 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
 
Under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021) this application is required to deliver 10% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). The Biodiversity Gain Plan condition will automatically apply if approval is forthcoming.
 
A completed statutory metric calculation (REF) confirming the baseline and predicted post- development biodiversity units of the site has been submitted (including the condition assessment sheets and maps).
 
Information in the completed on-site baseline habitat tabs is accepted as accurate based on the information submitted. The pre-development (baseline) situation is summarised below.
 
	On-site pre-development (baseline) biodiversity value  
	24.13 Habitat units

	
	1.13 Hedgerow units

	
	0 Watercourse units 

	Are there any irreplaceable habitats on-site? 
	No

	Has any habitat degradation of occurred? 
	No



The proposal will deliver 36.47% habitat gain and 80.18% hedgerow gain.

CONDITIONS: 

COMPLIANCE WITH SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS 

The development will be carried out in strict accordance with the following documents:

· Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA), Pro Vision March 2026
· BNG Assessment, Metric and Condition Assessment, Pro Vision March 2026

REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and for the protection, mitigation and enhancement of biodiversity.


Sign off by WC Ecologist will only be given once ALL outstanding information has been submitted and agreed sufficient.
	Ecologist
	Date

	Niall Machin
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