Lighting and Ecology Statement
Proposed S&C Facility, Trowbridge RFC
Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) Compliance

This statement describes the measures taken to ensure the proposed Strength and Conditioning (S&C) facility has a neutral impact on local biodiversity, with particular regard to the protection of light-sensitive bat species that frequent the Hilperton Gap.
To maintain the integrity of existing "dark corridors" surrounding the rugby pitches, the following lighting specifications will be implemented:
· Directional Control: All external safety lighting will be fully shielded and downward-pointing (0° tilt). This eliminates upward light spill and minimises "trespass" into adjacent treelines or hedgerows.
· Luminous Flux & Spectrum: Luminaires will utilise "Warm White" LEDs (3000K or less). This spectrum is significantly less disruptive to nocturnal fauna than standard "Cool White" or blue-spectrum lights.
· Smart Management: External lights will be fitted with PIR (Passive Infrared) motion sensors set to a short timer (e.g., 5 minutes). This ensures the site remains dark unless a member is actively entering or exiting the building.
· No Permanent Floodlighting: No additional permanent floodlighting is proposed for this unit.
In line with the 2025/2026 mandate for 10% Biodiversity Net Gain, the club proposes the following enhancements:
· Hedgerow In-filling: The area cleared for the footprint will be compensated by the planting of native, fruit-bearing species (e.g., Hawthorn, Blackthorn) along the western boundary.
· Bat Boxes: Installation of two "Schwegler" style bat boxes on the southern elevation of the new building to provide additional roosting opportunities.

By adopting a "Dark-by-Design" approach, the proposed facility complies with the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy. The development will not fragment existing habitat or disrupt the flight paths of protected species, ensuring the club remains an ecologically responsible neighbour.

