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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	29/01/2026 30/03/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2025/09903

	Proposal:
	Discharge of condition -The 'biodiversity gain condition' as referenced in informative 3 of the above permission.PL/2025/03225 (Proposed 3-bed family dwelling with associated parking and landscaping).

	Site address:
	Land at Styles Close (2A Styles Close), Porton, Salisbury, SP4 0BG

	Case officer:
	Georgina Wright



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	Biodiversity Gain Plan (Gov Template) signed 18/12/2025, uploaded 19/12/2025
	NO 29/01/2026 YES 30/03/2026 

The off-site reference in the gain plan is for a gain site in Norwich, Norfolk (BGS-100225001).

	Biodiversity metric
	The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (V 1.0.3) completed 28/03/2025, uploaded 19/12/2025
	NO 30/03/2026

See comments below. Justification for strategic significance of off-site gains still required.

	Pre-development habitat plan
	Appendix 3 of Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment, 28/03/25, LHB Ecology
	YES 29/01/2026

	Post-development habitat plan
	Appendix 2 of Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment, 28/03/25, LHB Ecology 
	YES 29/01/2026



Off-site gains have been registered on the biodiversity gain sites register. 0.002 km of moderate condition species rich native hedgerow (as entered the metric) have been allocated to the development site. These gains have been secured through a conservation covenant between the developer and a responsible body (RSK Biocensus Limited). 

The submission has not evidenced how the off-site gains achieve high strategic significance (i.e., gains are formally identified in local strategy of the habitat bank LPA). Therefore, we are unable to assess if the metric has been filled in correctly. The conservation covenant uploaded (2 Mar 2026) in support of this application, is for an unrelated gain site.
I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist

	Date
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