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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 
	

	Date:
	30/03/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2026/01390
	

	Proposal:
	Discharge of condition 3 (CMS - Construction Method Statement) relating to application PL/2025/09099.
Invalid Reason Text
	

	Site Address:
	Lordswood House, Commonwood Lane, Sherston, Malmesbury, SN16 0PX
	

	Case Officer:
	Lucy Rutter-Dowd
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	3
	No development shall commence on site (including any vegetation removal or 
works to existing structures), until a Construction Method Statement has been 
submitted to, and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 
Construction Method Statement shall include all precautionary measures to be 
implemented during the construction period, for the protection of sensitive habitats 
and species known to be present within or adjacent the site, with particular 
reference to: 
•      Bats 
•      Nesting Birds 
•      Great Crested Newts 
•      Ancient / Priority Habitat Woodland 
The development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved 
Construction Method Statement. 
REASON: To ensure adequate protection, mitigation and compensation for 
protected species and priority habitats throughout the construction period.
	No – information insufficient. 

See comments below. 



Precautionary protective measures for Bats, Nesting Birds, Great Crested Newt and Ancient/Priority Habitat Woodland have been outlined in the CEMP. The measures outlined for Bats, Birds and Woodland appear to be sufficient to ensure the protection of these species and habitats. However, the measures outlined for GCN are not sufficient to ensure that the species would be protected if present on-site based on initial Ecology response and the recommendations of the Preliminary Ecology Appraisal (Seasons Ecology, Sept 2025).

As stated in the initial Ecology response: “Due to the potential presence of Great Crested Newts (GCN), given the proximity of ponds to the proposed development, a precautionary method of working is required. This should include sensitive (phased) vegetation clearance undertaken between April and October. As set out within the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, a construction exclusion zone with appropriate protective fencing must be installed prior to the commencement of works. These measures should also be incorporated within the Construction Method Statement (CMS), secured by condition.”

These details are not included as criteria of the condition, but such precautionary measures would be required for the protection of sensitive habitats and species known to be present within or adjacent the site. Further information required. 

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date 
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