Planning application PL/2026/01527
(Re Permission in Principle for the construction of 2 dwellings on land at Upper Castle Combe currently used as allotments.)
Castle Combe Parish Council does not support this application for the following reasons:
This land is designated as agricultural. The construction of residential properties in such locations is only justified when directly related to agricultural use, such as housing for farm workers or facilities for progressing agricultural products. This application does not meet these criteria.
The provision of an alternative site for the displaced allotments will only be achieved by utilising land already designated as agricultural. The overall effect will therefore remain a loss of agricultural acreage.
The erection of two large properties on this site would have minimal impact towards achieving the target for new homes within the County.
The site is within a Conservation Area and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and as such the visual impact is of key importance. This is an exceptionally quiet country lane with its own natural beauty which will adversely impacted by the proposed access and vegetation changes.
The development proposal includes lighting of buildings close to, or actually on,  habitats consistently used by bats for foraging, commuting and possibly underground roosting, and European Protected Species legislation is therefore fully relevant.
S. Parker
Clerk, on behalf of Castle Combe Parish Council

NB. We note that no neighbours have been consulted regarding this application despite the obvious potential impact. We have therefore notified them in order that they can make their own comments.
We also understand that a notice of the application was only affixed on 18th March, six days before the due date for comments. This date should therefore be extended in order that due responses can be fully considered  by those most directly affected.
