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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky
	

	Date:
	04/03/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2025/08989
	

	Proposal:
	Full discharge of condition 4 (LEMP) and partial discharge of condition 5 (CEMP) for 19/12100/REM  
	

	Site Address:
	Land At Foundry Lane, Chippenham, Wiltshire
	

	Case Officer:
	Rose Fox
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	4
	Prior to the commencement of works, an updated Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The LEMP will include long term objectives and targets, management responsibilities and maintenance schedules for each ecological feature within the development, together with a mechanism for monitoring success of the management prescriptions, incorporating review and necessary adaptive management in order to attain targets. The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by which long-term implementation of the plan will be secured. The LEMP shall be implemented in full and for the lifetime of the development in accordance with the approved details. REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before development commences to ensure the long-term management of landscape and ecological features retained and created by the development, for the benefit of visual amenity and biodiversity for the lifetime of the scheme.
	NO - Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan (LEMP) Rev B – Badgers (Nov 2025, FPCR Environment & Design)

	5
	[bookmark: _Hlk219454863]Prior to the commencement of works, including demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, an updated Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval in writing. The Plan shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: a) Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection areas and details of physical means of protection, e.g. exclusion fencing. b) Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds and reptiles. c) Mitigation strategies already agreed with the local planning authority prior to determination, such as for birds and bats; this should comprise the pre-construction/construction related elements of strategies only. d) Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors; including details of when a licensed ecologist and/or ecological clerk of works (ECoW) shall be present on site. e) Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and ecologist/ECoW). f) Timeframe for provision of compliance report to the local planning authority; to be completed by the ecologist/ECoW and to include photographic evidence. Development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved CEMP. REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before development commences to ensure adequate protection and mitigation for ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable.
	NO - Construction and Ecological Management Plan: Badgers (Nov 2025, FPCR Environment & Design)







Conditions 4 (LEMP) and 5 (CEMP) requested by ecology for permission 19/12100/REM were discharged in 2024 and 2025 after ecology approved previously submitted versions of the LEMP and CEMP (see consultation responses under applications PL/2023/08492 and PL/2023/07106). The current submission seeks to re-discharge these conditions to allow Phase 2 works involving closure and relocation of a main badger sett under licence from Natural England.

Condition 5 (CEMP)

The previously approved CEMP (FPCR, 11 July 2024) addressed Phase 1 and required a bespoke strategy for Phase 2. A Bespoke Badger CEMP (FPCR, 06 November 2025), informed by October 2025 survey work, has now been submitted. It confirms that Phase 2 works will not commence until the sett has been closed under licence from Natural England.

The closure methodology appears to align with good practice and indicates a reasonable prospect of licensing. The principal issue concerns the suitability and security of the replacement main sett. 

· Although a basic design specification is provided and the document states that details have been agreed with Natural England, the ecological justification for the proposed location has not been adequately demonstrated. The sett is proposed adjacent to an operational railway line, yet the submission does not provide sufficient evidence that this location will be safe, undisturbed and sustainable long term. Potential disturbance from noise, vibration and maintenance activity must be addressed. Confirmation of consultation with the relevant rail operator (national rail) should also be provided where applicable. A clear, evidence-based justification for the chosen location is required.

· The exact location of the artificial sett is not clearly shown on a scaled plan. The LEMP refers to a 30m buffer (Section 5.7), but this is not illustrated. The relationship between the sett, proposed footpaths (including the pedestrian railway link), lighting and areas of public access is unclear. The LPA must be satisfied that the replacement sett will be in a quiet, secure location, protected from both construction and operational disturbance. A revised scaled plan is required showing the sett location, buffer distances and protective measures.

· Given this is a replacement main sett, a simple schematic cross-section (showing chambers, tunnel depth and drainage) is also recommended.

· Finally, it is unclear whether this document replaces the previously approved CEMP or functions as an addendum. The LPA requires clarity as to which document governs implementation. A consolidated CEMP covering all species and phases, or a clearly defined combined approach would be appropriate.

Condition 4 (LEMP)
The previously approved LEMP (FPCR, February 2025) was based on retention of the sett in situ. The revised LEMP reflects relocation. Its acceptability therefore depends on demonstrating that the artificial sett is appropriately located and capable of long-term success.
· Post-construction monitoring and remedial measures are proposed (Sections 3.4–3.5 and 6.1), including fencing and additional planting. However, remedial measures should not compensate for an unsuitable location. The applicant must first demonstrate that the chosen site is inherently appropriate. Where protective measures are likely to be required, these should be incorporated into the design from the outset.
· The 30m buffer referenced in Section 5.7 must be clearly shown on a scaled plan (see related CEMP comments above).
· Survey work identifies the western hedgerow as a key commuting and foraging route. While connectivity measures are shown on the Landscape Masterplan (2334-LLA-ZZ-00-DR-L-0001), much of the wider habitat identified on the Badger Enhancement Plan lies outside the red line boundary and is not secured by this application. The LPA cannot rely on land outside the applicant’s control. The submission must demonstrate that continuous, functional habitat corridors within the applicant’s ownership will connect the artificial sett to suitable foraging habitat and that these corridors will be protected from fragmentation and disturbance long term.
· The condition requires the LEMP to be implemented for the lifetime of the development and to include legal and funding mechanisms to secure delivery. The current document provides management and monitoring for ten years only and does not clearly define the mechanism securing long-term implementation. This must be rectified. Lifetime management, the securing mechanism, and long-term protection of the sett and its buffer must be clearly stated.
· It must also be confirmed that the revised LEMP supersedes the previously approved LEMP or functions as an addendum, so there is no ambiguity as to which document governs implementation.
Further Information Required:

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date 
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