1. Introduction and Purpose of the Statement
This statement supports an application for removal of defective non‑breathable or failing mortar and repointing using compatible lime mortar to the external elevations of 6 Newtown.
As required by Wiltshire Council’s Listed Building Consent Validation Checklist, the application includes a Design & Access Statement incorporating a Statement of Heritage Significance and an assessment of impact. 
2. Site and Heritage Context
2.1 Building Description
6 Newtown is a Grade II listed 17th‑century building, originally two houses, constructed of coursed rubble stone, with stone‑tiled roof, stone‑mullioned casements with dripmoulds, and a chamfered stone door opening. A later splayed two‑storey wing forms part of the historic evolution. 
2.2 Setting
The property sits within Bradford‑on‑Avon’s historic built fabric, with strong group value among adjacent listed buildings, contributing positively to the town's traditional stone character. The wider area forms (or lies immediately adjacent to) the Bradford‑on‑Avon Conservation Area, where stricter controls protect character and appearance. 
`
3. Significance of the Heritage Asset
The building’s significance derives from:
Architectural Value
· Original coursed rubble limestone masonry.
· Hand‑carved stone‑mullioned windows and historic elevations.
· Traditional lime‑based construction, essential to moisture movement and long‑term conservation.

Historic Value
· Evidence of 17th‑century vernacular building tradition.
· Group value with surrounding listed buildings.

Summary of Relevant Significance for These Works
The external masonry elevations are of high significance; therefore, any intervention must protect stonework, mortar compatibility, breathability, and visual continuity.

4. Description of the Proposed Works
The proposal comprises:
4.1 Removal of Defective Mortar
· Carefully hand‑removing existing cementitious or decayed mortar from stone joints using non‑percussive hand tools only.
· Joints to be cleaned to a depth of 1.5–2× joint width, taking care not to damage arrises or stone faces.
4.2 Repointing with Traditional Lime Mortar
· Repointing using a hydraulic or non‑hydraulic lime mortar appropriate to the building (typically NHL 2 or 3.5, depending on exposure), matched for colour, texture, aggregate size and finish to adjacent surviving historic mortar.
· Joint finish to be a lightly recessed or flush finish with brushed texture, replicating historic precedent.
· Works will be undertaken by experienced heritage masons using traditional craft methods.
No alterations to stone fabric, windows, rooflines, or architectural features are proposed.

5. Design Rationale
The works follow nationally recognised conservation principles—repair, not replace, and minimum intervention—and accord with Wiltshire's expectation for managing listed buildings. The Wiltshire Design Guide SPD emphasises context‑responsive detailing and use of appropriate materials, which this proposal follows, ensuring sympathetic repair of historic fabric rather than introducing alien materials. 
Why Lime Mortar?
· Maintains the building’s historic breathability and moisture regulation.
· Prevents freeze–thaw damage caused by cement‑rich mortars.
· Matches traditional appearance, protecting the building’s heritage character.

6. Heritage Impact Assessment
6.1 Impact on External Masonry
· Removal of cementitious or failed mortar reduces harm, as incompatible mortars can trap moisture and damage the stone.
· Replacement with lime mortar is a conservation benefit, restoring breathability and protecting original stone.
6.2 Impact on Special Architectural Interest
· All work reinstates historically appropriate materials and finishes.
· No historic stone is altered or removed.
· The proposed pointing aligns with the historic visual character highlighted in the list description. 
· Resulting impact is neutral to beneficial.
6.3 Impact on Conservation Area
· The proposal preserves and enhances the visible fabric of a prominent historic elevation within/adjacent to the conservation area.
· No change to townscape, massing, or architectural form.

6.4 Overall Assessment
The works:
· Preserve the building’s significance.
· Enhance long‑term conservation by preventing moisture entrapment.
· Meet the expectations set out in the Listed Building Consent requirements for demonstrating understanding of heritage significance and minimising harm. 

7. Access Considerations
The works occur entirely to external masonry and do not alter entrances, ground levels, or movement routes. Access to the property remains unchanged. Conservation area guidance notes that even minor external changes require control, but maintenance works such as this do not alter public accessibility. 

8. Methodology & Materials
Mortar Specification:
· Lime mortar matched through on‑site sampling.
· Local aggregate to replicate existing colour & grading.
· No cement or gypsum additives.
Workmanship:
· Removal using chisels and wooden/plastic wedges—no disc cutting.
· Pre‑wetting of joints, controlled curing, and protection from frost and rapid drying.
This methodology supports the Wiltshire Design Guide SPD principles of appropriate, context‑responsive detailing. 
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