Condition sheet: HEDGEROW Habitat Types
|Habitat Type

Native hedgerow

Native hedgerow - associated with bank or ditch

Native hedgerow with trees

Native hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or ditch

ich native ]

ich native hedg - iated with bank or ditch

ich native gt with trees

ich native hedg with trees - associated with bank or ditch

Habitat Description

H1, H2, H3 - Native hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or ditch

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification

On-site or off-site, Miranda Maybank 16.10.25
site name and Blackland Lakes Survey date and
location Surveyor name
Limitations (if S_urvey_reference
licabl (if relating to a
et wider survey)

Condition Assessment Details

A series of ten attributes, representing key physical characteristics are used for this assessment. Each attribute is assigned to one of five functional groups (A — E) and the
condition of a hedgerow is assessed according to the number of attributes from these functional groups which pass or fail the ‘favourable condition’ criteria.

This assessment is based on the Hedgerow Survey Handbook' and Favourable Conservation Status document?. For further clarification please refer to the Hedgerow Survey
Handbook.

Best practice would be to record the species, age, spacing and other key information about all trees present along a hedgerow within the 'Habitat Description’ box, as well as other
key features of the hedgerow.

Hedgerow favourable condition attributes
Habitat parcel reference

H1 H2 H3

Attributes and R =i

q Criteria - the minimum
functional B e e —

" requirements for Criteria description Grid reference
groupings (A, B, |, -

favourable condition

C,DandE)

Notes (such as
justification)

Core groups - applicable to all hedgerow types Criterion passed (Yes

The average height of woody growth
estimated from base of stem to the top
of the shoots, excluding any bank
beneath the hedgerow, any gaps or
isolated trees.

Newly laid or coppiced hedgerows are
A1.  [Height >1.5 m average along length  [indicative of good management and
pass this criterion for up to a maximum
of four years (if undertaken according
to good practice).

=<
=<
=<

A newly planted hedgerow does not
pass this criterion (unless it is >1.5 m
height).

The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated
trees.

Outgrowths (such as blackthorn
Prunus spinosa suckers) are only

. included in the width estimate when
A2, |Width >1.5 m average along length they are >0.5 m in height.
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted
hedgerows are indicative of good
management and pass this criterion for
up to a maximum of four years (if
undertaken according to good
practice).

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow,

and its distance from the ground to the
Gap between ground and base lowest leafy growth.

of canopy <0.5 m for >90% of N Y Y
length

B1. Gap - hedge
base
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the
Hedgerow Survey Handbook).

This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow.
Gaps are complete breaks in the

Gap - hedge |Gaps make up <10% of total ~|woody canopy (no matter how small).
B2. |canopy length; and N N Y
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to
the overall ‘gappiness’ but are not
subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is
the typical size of a gate).




Undisturbed
ground and

This is the level of disturbance
(excluding wildlife disturbance) at the
base of the hedgerow.

Undisturbed ground is present for at
least 90% of the hedgerow length,
greater than 1 m in width and must be
present along at least one side of the

>1 m width of undisturbed
ground with perennial
herbaceous vegetation for
>90% of length:

pollution, piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices
(for example, excessive hedgerow
cutting).

activities.

applicable to hedgerows wi

There is more than one age-
class (or morphology) of tree
present (for example: young,
mature, veteran and or

This criterion addresses if there are a
range of age-classes or morphologies

o hedgerow.
el perennial - Measured from outer edge of gerow. 19 b 19
peostation r\ledgerow;‘and ide of th This criterion recognises the value of
h sdpresen °!"| one! EEDEAED |\me hedgerow base as a boundary
edgerow (at least). habitat with the capacity to support a
wide range of species. Cultivation,
heavily trodden footpaths, poached
ground etc. can limit available habitat
niches.
. T The indicator species used are nettles
Nut_mzm; P'a!’?‘ sfemgs mdlcatnf,e OT Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine
C2. el gu rl_ent o @ s{fjlt: and docks Rumex spp. Their presence, |Y' Y N
perer'\n:_a omln? g dist obco(;/ero de either singly or together, does not
vegetation area of undisturbed ground. exceed the 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to
plants that have naturalised in the UK
since AD 1500 (neophytes).
>90% of the hedgerow and Archaeo.phytes count as natives. For
_ undisturbed ground s free of information on archaeophytes and
Invasive and |, -cive non-native plant neophytes see the JNCC website*, as
D1. [neophyte oIve orna ) e Y Y Y
3 species (including those listed |well as the BSBI website” where the
species on Schedule 9 of WCA®) and | 'Online Atlas of the British and Irish
recently introduced species. Flora™ contains an up-to-date list of the
status of species. For information on
invasive non-native species see the GB
Non-Native Secretariat website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead
to deterioration in other attributes.
>90% of the hedgerow or
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of This could include evidence of Y Y Y
damage damage caused by human

the survival and health of the individual

adverse impact on tree health specimens.

by damage from livestock or
wild animals, pests or
diseases, or human activity.

E1. |Tree class g . which allow for replacement of trees N Y Y
ancient’), and there is on and provide opportunities for different
average at least one mature, species.
ancient or veteran tree present
per 20 - 50m of hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow
trees are in a healthy condition
S/ea)l(sla:jt;’llen?o:i:ﬁ;alirf]e')eﬁ:: s This criterion identifies if the trees are
. subject to damage which compromises
E2. |Tree health |iitle or no evidence of an o o P Yy |y

The hedgerow cond
tables below.

Category

ition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3,

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

Category Requirements

Metric Score

No more than 2 failures in total;

which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the

Score achieved

Fails both attributes in more than one functional group (for
example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor condition).

Good AND 3
No more than 1 failure in any functional group.
No more than 4 failures in total;
AND

Moderate Does not fail both attributes in more than one functional group 2
(for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and C2 = Moderate
condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes;

Poor

Category

Score achieved:
Condition categories for hedgerows with trees
Category Requirements

Metric score

Good

No more than 2 failures in total;
AND
No more than 1 failure in any functional group.

Score achii

eved

Moderate

No more than 5 failures in total;

AND

Does not fail both attributes in more than one functional group
(for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2 and E1 = Moderate
condition).

Poor

Fails a total of more than 5 attributes;

OR

Fails both attributes in more than one functional group (for
example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor condition).

Score achieved:

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score
«Filling existing gaps by planting with a variety of native hedgerow species.
+Allowing the hedge to become more dense and bushy, by cutting only every 2-3 years on the side of the site.
*Avoiding cutting hedge during peak bird nesting season (March to September).
*Where possible, allowing trees to develop at roughly 20m intervals.

Creation of a border of at least 1m of undisturbed ground with native perennial herbaceous vegetation present from the hedge base

ALL 2 (MODERATE)




