DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT
Retrospective Listed Building Consent Application
95 High Street, Marlborough, Wiltshire
Grade II Listed Building

1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of a retrospective application for Listed Building Consent at 95 High Street, Marlborough, Wiltshire.
The property is a Grade II Listed Building located within the Marlborough Conservation Area and forms part of the historic High Street frontage.
This application seeks consent for the repainting of the principal front elevation in a burgundy and pink striped decorative finish. The repainting works have already been carried out.
No structural alterations, removal of historic fabric, or physical modifications to architectural detailing were undertaken as part of these works.

2. Background
The repainting was undertaken as part of routine maintenance and visual enhancement of the commercial frontage.
Following discussions with Wiltshire Council, it was identified that Listed Building Consent is required for the alteration of the exterior appearance of a listed building. This application has therefore been submitted to regularise the works.
The applicant acknowledges the listed status of the building and wishes to ensure full compliance with statutory requirements.

3. Description of Works Undertaken
The completed works comprise:
· Repainting of the existing previously painted principal façade
· Application of a burgundy and pink striped finish
· No alteration to render, brickwork, mouldings or joinery
· No removal of historic material
· No change to window frames, doors, or shopfront structure
The paint has been applied to existing painted surfaces only.

4. Heritage Considerations
95 High Street forms part of the historic commercial core of Marlborough. The building contributes to the character of the High Street through:
· Its traditional proportions
· Vertical façade rhythm
· Historic shopfront structure
· Group value within the terrace
The significance of the building derives primarily from its architectural form and contribution to the streetscape, rather than from a specific historic paint colour.
Importantly:
· The repainting has not resulted in loss of historic fabric.
· Architectural detailing remains fully visible.
· The works are entirely reversible through future repainting.

5. Assessment of Impact
Under Section 66 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, special regard must be given to preserving the building’s special interest.
The works:
· Do not alter the building’s form
· Do not remove or damage historic fabric
· Do not obscure architectural features
· Do not introduce new structural elements
The impact is limited solely to the applied colour finish.
While the colour scheme is bold and contemporary, the intervention is cosmetic and reversible in nature. Any potential harm is therefore considered to fall within the category of less than substantial harm, limited to visual appearance only.
Given the absence of physical alteration and the reversibility of the works, the level of heritage impact is considered negligible.

6. Conservation Area Impact
The building remains architecturally intact and continues to contribute positively to the Marlborough Conservation Area.
The repainting does not:
· Disrupt building proportions
· Alter fenestration patterns
· Introduce inappropriate materials
· Affect neighbouring listed buildings physically
The established streetscape form is preserved.

7. Access
The works undertaken do not alter access arrangements, thresholds, or circulation. There are no access implications arising from the repainting.

8. Conclusion
This retrospective application relates solely to the repainting of an already painted façade.
The works:
· Have not resulted in the loss of historic fabric
· Are fully reversible
· Preserve architectural detailing
· Maintain the building’s contribution to the High Street
The intervention is cosmetic in nature and does not harm the special architectural or historic interest of the Grade II Listed Building.
Listed Building Consent is respectfully sought to regularise the works.

