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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY   	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	24/02/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2026/00551

	Proposal:
	Discharge of Conditions 3 (CEMP), 4 - (Proposed bat and bird boxes and their proposed locations), 7 (Proposed External Lighting design) and Informative Conditions 8 (Tender Amendment Tracker) and 9 (BNG Assessment confirming the number of off site credits to be purchased)

	Site address:
	LATTON CONTROL CENTRE, DOWN AMPNEY, CIRENCESTER, GL7 5QF

	Case officer:
	Audrey Lo



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	
	NO

The biodiversity gain plan may be (but doesn’t have to be) submitted in the government template (Biodiversity gain plan - GOV.UK). Provision of this information is a legal requirement; the biodiversity gain plan condition cannot be discharged without it.


	Biodiversity metric
	The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (Maydencroft Limited, 2nd October 2024)
	NO

Offsite gains will need to be included in the metric with national biodiversity gain site register reference.


	Pre-development habitat plan
	BNG Baseline Map (Maydencroft, 01/10/2024)
	YES

	Post-development habitat plan
	BNG Post-Development Map (Maydencroft, 01/10/2024)
	YES



There is currently a unit deficit onsite. Confirmation of how the development will achieve BNG is required.

All land located outside the redline application boundary of the development site is considered off-site (refer to information here Make off-site biodiversity gains as a developer - GOV.UK
All off-site biodiversity gains sites must be registered on the national biodiversity gains site register. Guidance on how to register a biodiversity gains site including a list of item required to apply can be found here - Register a biodiversity gain site - GOV.UK. In order for the Biodiversity Gain Plan condition to be discharged all off-site gains must be shown on the Biodiversity Gain Plan as allocated to this development on the national biodiversity gains site register.
Off-site gains must be secured via a legal agreement for at least 30 years. This must be a planning obligation (Section 106 agreement) or conservation covenant. Wiltshire Council will not enter into a Section 106 agreement for off-site gains unless the off-site gain site has been verified. Contact ecologychargeableservice@wiltshire.gov.uk to request further information on site verification.

The submitted metric indicates 0.25 biodiversity units or less will be required to meet the 10% BNG requirement and that on-site BNG is not achievable.  In these circumstances statutory credits can be bought without providing evidence that insufficient off-site options are available in England.  For further information please refer to guidance on Statutory Biodiversity Credits on the GOV.UK website (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/statutory-biodiversity-credits) under ‘How to prove statutory credits are needed’.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:
	Ecologist: 
	Date:
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