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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	17/02/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2026/00215

	Proposal:
	Discharge of Conditions 2 (BNG and site planting) and 3 (Habitat management) of PL/2025/06693 - Part retention of existing hardstanding as car parking, link pedestrian access to adjacent commercial site and landscaping (resubmission)

	Site address:
	Big Van World Chelworth Road, Cricklade Industrial Estate, Cricklade, SN6 6HE Parishes

	Case officer:
	Karen Dabinett



CONDITION 2 (Biodiversity Gain Plan)

A Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan was required by condition on PL/2025/06693. This document has been submitted with the current DoC application due to the relationship between these documents.

	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	
	NO 17/02/2026

See below. 

It is recommended that the government template is used: Biodiversity gain plan - GOV.UK

	Biodiversity metric
	The Statutory Biodiversity Metric, Stewart Parsons, 10 July 2024
	NO 17/02/2026

See below.

	Pre-development habitat plan
	BLOCK PLANS, I028 / CAM/2024 /I, JULY 2025, REV: D
	NO 17/02/2026

See below.

	Post-development habitat plan
	BLOCK PLANS, I028 / CAM/2024 /I, JULY 2025, REV: D
	NO 17/02/2026

See below.



A biodiversity metric and pre- and post-development plans have been submitted for review. These indicate that an area of grassland and a section of hedgerow were lost during development. It is proposed that a new footpath will be created to the northwest of site while over half of the hardstanding will be converted to good condition other neutral grassland. A new good condition native hedgerow is also proposed along the new footpath. 

The redline boundary (approx. 0.15 ha) in the submitted plans (see Block Plans completed July 2025 by Charles Manning Architectural & Planning Consultants) does not match the area (approx. 0.25 ha) of the Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment (see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric completed 10 July 2024 by Stewart Parsons and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment submitted in Jan 2026 by Ellendale Environmental). Redline area must match the planning permission and be consistent across supporting documents. 

A HMMP for the created grassland and hedgerow is submitted with this app (see below).

I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table.

CONDITION 3 (HMMP)

	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	3
	Within three months of the date of this decision full details of a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP), prepared in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. As a minimum, the HMMP shall include: • a non-technical summary; • the roles and responsibilities of the people or organisation(s) delivering the HMMP; • the planned habitat creation and enhancement works to create or improve habitat to achieve the biodiversity net gain in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan; • the management measures to maintain habitat in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan for a period of 30 years from the completion of development; and • the monitoring methodology and frequency in respect of the created or enhanced habitat to be submitted to the local planning authority. Thereafter, the development shall be maintained in accordance with the approved details. REASON: To secure the long-term biodiversity net gains proposed within the application in accordance with the aims of Core Policy 50 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy and the planning policy advice of the National Planning Policy Framework.
	NO 17/02/2026






Both proposed habitat creation areas, including neutral grassland and native hedgerow, are intended to reach good ecological condition, which will require careful and sustained management. To ensure these targets are achievable, the following must be addressed:

· Provide a clear rationale, based on the site’s ecological context, explaining how the proposed habitats can realistically reach and maintain good condition.
· Condition assessment sheets must be used to inform all management, monitoring, and remedial actions. This ensures that created habitats are maintained and restored, as necessary, to meet the defined target conditions.
· Management, monitoring, and remedial actions must be clearly specified for the full 30-year period, including mechanisms to review and adjust interventions to achieve and maintain the desired habitat condition throughout this timeframe.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist

	Date
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