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Deor Richord

Portwoy House, Old Sorum Pork, Solisbury SP4 óEB

You hove osked me for on updote with regord to the ongoing morketing of the obove premises for
our client Wessex Archoeology together with my comments on reloted motters.

I set these out below for your informotion

lnstructions

We initiolly reported bock to the client with our morketing recommendotions ond odvice in
September '24. We highlighted the chollenge thot loy oheod in terms of finding on office occupier
for the premises (whether o purchoser or o tenont), given the oge, loyoul ond size of the building
ond the olmost complete obsence of office enquiries in the morket in the yeors following the
Pondemic, We indicoted thot it wos therefore likely thot enquires for other uses would need to be
considered, the most likely condidotes being residentiol ond educotion olbeit with o view to
considering oll lines of enquiry.

Morketing

A soft lounch wos initiolly odopted ond o number of 'speciol provision' educotionol requirements
were opprooched including the SEND teom within Wiltshire Council ond olso o privote provider.
And while the former chose not to progress their interest in the property, the lotter did ond following
o viewing they indicoted thot the premises could well suit their proposols. However, following
subsequent diologue the enquiry stolled ond they showed no further interest.

The property wos ploced fully on the morket on l5 August '25 when porticulors were prepored
(copy ottoched) ond the properly wos listed on our own website ond olso on Rightmove
Commerciol both os 'offices' ond olso os o potentiol 'development' opportunity to test the morket
for potenliol residentiol use given the scope for conversion to oportments under permitted
development rights.

Enquiries

Since August here hos been only one commerciol enquiry (from on electricol controctor) for o mix
of offices ond storoge. Following o viewing we were odvised thot o meeting of the firm's directors
wos plonned to discuss the suitobility of the properly but, ogoin, the enquiry did not progress ond
no furfher interest wos shown despite our follow ups.



The only enquiries thot hove moteriolised since hove been from residentiol developers olthough
these too hove been limited in numbers ond only of o preliminory noture. The enquiry from 'AH'
remoins the only serious line of enquiry of the time of writing.

ResidentiolUse
Recognising the improbobility of generoting ony inferest from office occupiers, our
recommendotion to the client to improve our chonces of finding o buyer hos, from the stort, been
to try to secure the support of Wiltshire Council plonning deportment for o conversion lo residentiol
use. This could either be by woy of o positive response to o Pre-Applicotion Enquiry (os o minimum
requirement) or (more helpfully) o plonning consent for o specific scheme, preferobly with o new
occess from the rood known os (The) "Portwoy", insteod of vio the industriol estote, thot
developers/ investors con fully oppreciote ond opproise to ossist in the process of formuloting offers.
We understond the lotter is now plonned ond we very much hope the plonners will consider the
opplicotions fovourobly.

We trust the obove is of ossistonce

Robert Horton BSc (Hons) MRICS
r.horton@w-w.co.uk
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