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Dear Mr Crozier

Arrangements for Handling Heritage Applications Direction 2021
& T&CP (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
& Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990

THE LANSDOWNE MONUMENT, CHERHILL, CALNE
Application Nos PL/2026/00279 & PL/2026/00133

Thank you for your letters of 15 January 2026 regarding the above applications for listed building consent and planning permission. On the basis of the information available to date, we offer the following advice to assist your authority in determining the applications.

Historic England Advice

The proposals are for repairs to the Grade II* listed monument including replacement of frost-damaged quoins and sections of moulded horizontal coursing with new limestone; re-pointing of all areas of stonework; tile repairs to partially decayed quoins, walling rubble, and moulded horizontal courses and rebuilding of unstable facing stones on the stepped plinth using existing stone supplemented with new matching stones and tile repairs.

We support the overall proposals to repair the stonework of the Lansdowne Monument. As set out in the Heritage Impact / Design and Access Statement the repairs would enable the temporary safety hoarding to be removed and the restoration of safe access for the public to the foot of the monument. 

We question, however, whether the proposed gault tile repairs are an appropriate solution in the exposed location and whether stone repairs only, as per the repairs implemented at the Wellington Monument, would ensure more consistent weathering and future repairs as well as being less visually prominent. We understand that trials are under way that include a sample tile repair to a partially decayed quoin stone and that the proposals may be amended to accord with the findings of these trials. 

Recommendation

We support the overall proposals to repair the Lansdowne Monument but have concerns with regard to the proposed use of gault tile repairs as outlined above. Your authority should take these representations into account in determining the application. If there are any material changes to the proposals, or you would like further advice, please contact us.

Yours sincerely



Joanne Fisher
Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas
E-mail: Joanne.Fisher@historicengland.org.uk
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