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Guidance

Form B

This Form must be used in connection with an application to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (ESNZ) for consent under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 to install and keep installed above ground an electric line of any voltage.

This Form should be sent to each local planning authority in whose area the proposed development would be situated. The views obtained by means of this Form are then to be submitted to the Secretary of State to help inform the decision making process on the application. 

The local planning authority[footnoteRef:2] is required to sign and complete all sections of Part Two and Part Three and to return this form to the Applicant within two months[footnoteRef:3]. Please note that the Secretary of State would not progress a section 37 application in the absence of a completed Form B. Additional information describing this procedure and the reason for it can be found in the published Guidance Note 14D/226. [2:  Please note: if the development falls partially within a National Park, a Form B must be completed by each relevant planning authority for that area. If the proposal concerns a line of 132kV or more, the Part One, Certificate of the Form B must also be completed by the County Council.
]  [3:  The relevant planning authority is obliged to make its representations to the Secretary of State on the proposal within a statutory two month period or obtain an extension to the time limit from the Secretary of State and as agreed with the Applicant as per Regulation 8 of the Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk15453322]




Appendix A

If the section 37 application is for a development as referred to under Schedule 2 of  the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 (the 2017 Regulations) (i.e. the proposal is within a sensitive area[footnoteRef:4] or the voltage is of 132kV or more), the Secretary of State will be required to make a Screening Decision before the section 37 application can be decided. To inform its decision, the Secretary of State must receive the views of the Local Planning Authority. To this effect: [4:  The full list of sensitive areas is in legislation at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/580/schedule/2/made
] 


· The applicant should submit to the Local Planning Authority the additional information referred to under Regulation 12 of the 2017 Regulations, and

· The Local Planning Authority should provide their views by completing Appendix A[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Appendix A enables the local planning authority to give its views under regulation 13(3) of the 2017 Regulations.] 









Form B - Part One

To be completed by the Applicant

	Name
	Dalcour Maclaren (DM) on behalf of Southern Electric Power Distribution (SEPD)

	Company
	Dalcour Maclaren (DM), 10 Pinkers Court, Briarlands Office Park, Gloucester Rd, Rudgeway, Bristol, BS35 3QH 

	Applicant’s Reference
	EP - Woodford Valley 25007116




PARTICULARS OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Application is being made to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero:

a) for consent under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 to install or keep installed an electric line above ground;
b) for a direction under section 90(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 that planning permission for the proposed development be deemed to be granted.

1. Description of the proposed development[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  These particulars should be accompanied by such plans as may be necessary to enable the local planning authority to identify the land affected by the proposals and to appreciate the nature and extent of the proposed development, and by a copy of the environmental statement if the applicant has prepared one.] 


	Southern Electric Power Distribution (SEPD) proposes to add a third wire conductor into their existing two-phase 11kV overhead line network in Woodford Valley (FEK268) to make it three-phase. The additional wire will be installed across fourteen wire spans, with one pole in the network (Pole 13) to be replaced like-for-like with a new stay added. A new pole mounted transformer (PMT) will also be replacing the existing one on the pole at Middle Woodford club, however this does not require any pole replacement. The proposed development is situated on land at Woodford, Middle Woodford, Wiltshire, England, SP4 6NN (National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 12069 36109). 

Notably, one of the spans crosses River Avon System Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and River Avon Special Area of Conservation (SAC) between NGRs SU 12212 36266 and SU 12173 36199.

The works are required to address the growing electricity demand within the local network. The improved capacity will directly benefit Woodford Valley CE Primary School by ensuring a stable and resilient power supply. 

With the exception of Pole 13 which will be replaced in situ, all poles are to be retained. No new access routes are required, as all fields already have established entry points. The sole exception is the field containing two poles, where SEPD personnel will access on foot and install the conductor by manually climbing the pole.

Vegetation clearance will be extremely minimal, and all works will be scheduled outside of bird nesting season where possible. Furthermore, any vegetation clearance will be overseen by a qualified Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) to ensure compliance with environmental best practices.

The construction phase is expected to last only 1-2 days, upon to the granting of Section 37 Consent. Once approval is secured, a definitive start date will be confirmed.

Section 37 Consent is required for this project under the Electricity Act 1989, as it involves the installation of a new conductor on an existing overhead line. The proposed development does not qualify for any exemptions outlined in the Overhead Lines (Exemption) (England and Wales) Regulations 2009. Additionally, due to the network crossing the designated conservation areas (River Avon SSSI and SAC), the replacement of Pole 13 must also be included in the Section 37 application.

Given the location of the works within a designated ‘sensitive area’, the development qualifies as Schedule 2 under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 and therefore requires environmental screening. To support this process, SSEN has submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Opinion Request (SOR), which accompanies this Form B submission.



2. Details of any representations or objections which have been received by the applicant prior to the submission of this form.

	The works fall within the administrative area of Wiltshire Council. We are therefore consulting with Wiltshire Council’s planning team as part of the Form B process. 

The County Archaeologist at Wiltshire Council (unitary authority) and Natural England have also been invited to comment on the details of the works as a statutory consultee.



3. Details of the Applicant’s compliance with their duty as specified under paragraph 1(1)(a)(b) of Schedule 9 to the Electricity Act 1989[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Please provide a brief description of the measures adopted and reference the documents included in the application that will give complete information.] 


	At all times during the undertaking of the proposed development, the applicant and their contractors will have due regards for the preservation, conservation and protection of features, sites and objects of special interest with regard to natural beauty, flora, fauna, geological and physiographical, architectural, historic and archaeological. 

Where necessary, appropriate mitigation measures will be implemented to minimise the effect of the proposed development on the environment and the applicant will ensure that the relevant legislation is adhered to at all times..



								

For and on behalf of the applicant:

Date: 12/12/2025				Signed: Darcy James






Form B - Part Two 

To be completed by the Local Planning Authority 

CERTIFICATE


The local planning authority:Wiltshire Council

	
	
have no objection to make to the development described above in Part One of this Form;


do not request that a public inquiry be held pursuant to paragraph 2 of Schedule 8 to the Electricity Act 1989 before the Secretary of State reaches his decision on the application.



Dated 05/02/2026				Signed: Daniel Jacobs


Designation:	On behalf of the:	Wiltshire Council
Planning Officer







If the Local Planning Authority objects to the development, please provide details below:

	N/A










Form B - Part Three

To be completed by the Local Planning Authority

CONSULTATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS

	PL/2025/09802


LPA Planning Reference 


1. List the names of interested parties consulted by the local planning authority and provide particulars of any comments received[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Please note if the proposal falls within a SSSI Risk Zone the local planning authority should consult with the relevant statutory conservation body to seek guidance on any necessary mitigation.
] 


	The LPA triggered the following consultations; open public consultation, Durnford Parish Council and Woodford Parish Council. 

Wiltshire Council Archaeology Service also raised no objection.



2. Provide details of any objections or representations received by the local planning authority.

	No comments/representations were received directly by the LPA. Though it is noted that the applicant submitted a comment sharing email correspondence with Wiltshire Council Archaeology Service which contained the following comment.


‘Thank you for your email and for consulting Wiltshire Council’s Archaeology Service. As I understand, this proposal involves below ground impacts limited to just one pole replacement. Wiltshire’s HER notes that this falls within the area of a water meadow system but the impacts are inconsequential. I therefore have no archaeological concerns.’



3. Are there any restrictions on the land that require the Applicant to obtain approval from other organisations[footnoteRef:9]? [9:  e.g. consent under Section 38 of the Commons Act 2006.
] 

Yes    ☐	No  ☒	
	If yes, please provide details below:

	



4. Is the local planning authority’s agreement to the proposal subject to modifications or conditions being applied to the consent? (If so, specify the modifications or conditions proposed and state whether they are acceptable to the Applicant).

Modifications/conditions not required

	



5. Does the local planning authority consider that the proposal is an EIA development and should be subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment? (Please note: if the development falls under Schedule 2 of the 2017 Regulation, the Secretary of State must receive[footnoteRef:10]  the local planning authority’s views in order to make its EIA Screening Decision and therefore Appendix A must be completed. [10:  Regulation 13 of the 2017 Regulations sets out the legal requirement for this consultation.] 

	
Choose an item.

Date  Click or tap to enter a date.         		Signed: Click or tap here to enter text.


Appendix A

LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY’S VIEWS

The LPA should consider if the Applicant has submitted sufficient information to determine whether or not the proposal is an EIA development. Please note that the Applicant must take into account the relevant criteria set out in Schedule 3 when compiling the required information.

	Has the Applicant provided the following information?

	1. a description of the physical characteristics of the whole development and, where relevant, of demolition works
	Yes ☒ No ☐

	2. a description of the location of the development, with regard to the environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected
	Yes ☒ No ☐

	3. a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the development
	Yes ☐ No ☒

	4. a description of any likely significant effects resulting from:
	

	a. the expected residues and emissions and the production of waste
	Yes ☐ No ☒

	b. the use of natural resources, in particular soil, land, water and biodiversity
	Yes ☐ No ☒



The LPA should provide their views in the comments section in the next page taking account of the below factors where relevant to the proposal and tick the relevant boxes for confirmation.

	
Characteristics of development

	Select all relevant factors

	(a)
	the size and design of the whole development
	☒

	(b)
	cumulation with other existing and approved developments;
	☒

	(c)
	the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity;
	☐

	(d)
	the production of waste;
	☐

	(e)
	pollution and nuisances;
	☐

	(f)
	the risk of major accidents and disasters that are relevant to the development, including those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge;
	☐

	(g)
	the risks to human health (for example, due to water contamination or air pollution).
	☐

	
Location of development 

	Select all relevant factors

	(a)
	the existing and approved land use;
	☒

	(b)
	the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources (including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground;
	☐

	(c)
	the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the following areas—
	☐

	
	(i)
	wetlands, riparian areas and river mouths;
	☐

	
	(ii)
	coastal zones and the marine environment;
	☐

	
	(iii)
	mountain and forest areas;
	☐

	
	(iv)
	nature reserves and parks;
	☐

	
	(v)
	areas classified or protected under domestic legislation or legislation of EEA states;
	☐

	
	(vi)
	European sites (as defined in regulation 8(1) of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017);
	☐

	
	(vii)

	areas in which there has already been a failure to meet environmental quality standards that are set out in European Union legislation and are relevant to the development, or in which it is thought that there is such a failure;
	☐

	
	(viii)
	densely-populated areas;
	☐

	
	(ix)
	landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance.
	☒

	
	

Type and characteristics of potential impact 

	Select all relevant factors

	(a)
	the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example, geographical area and size of the population likely to be affected);
	☐

	(b)
	the nature of the impact;
	☐

	(c)
	the transboundary nature of the impact;
	☐

	(d)
	the intensity and complexity of the impact;
	☐

	(e)
	the probability of the impact;
	☐

	(f)
	the expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact;
	☐

	(g)
	the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and approved developments;
	☐

	(h)
	the possibility of effectively reducing the impact.
	☐



The LPA should provide their views below and give reasons for their conclusion as to whether the proposal is an EIA development or not.

	By virtue of the scale of the development described the LPA considers that this is not an EIA development. 



Dated 05/02/2026			Signed: Daniel Jacobs

Designation:		On behalf of the:	Planning Officer
Wiltshire Council



image1.png
&

Department for
Energy Security
& Net Zero




