Heritage Statement

Proposed Minor Repairs and Redecoration to Penthouse Dormer Windows
B House, Marlborough College, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1PA


1. Introduction
This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Listed Building Consent for minor repair works to the penthouse dormer windows at B House, Marlborough College list entry 1365436. The proposed works comprise localised timber repairs, replacement of failed window putty, and redecoration of existing windows on a like-for-like basis. This work has already commenced due to a health and safety issue, as glazing was falling out following the failure of the window putty.
The aim of the works is to ensure the continued weather-tightness and long-term conservation of the historic fabric, while preserving the architectural and historic significance of the listed building.

2. Heritage Asset Description and Significance
B House forms part of the Marlborough College complex and is included on the National Heritage List for England as a Grade II listed building. It was constructed between 1845–1850 to the designs of Edward Blore, and is of red brick construction with a hipped slate roof, arranged over three storeys with attics.
The building displays a restrained but confident use of C17 stylistic references, including sash windows with glazing bars, dormer windows with pedimented gables, and refined classical detailing such as ashlar modillion eaves cornices. The attic level includes a series of dormer windows with casement frames and glazing bars, which contribute to the roofscape and architectural rhythm of the elevation.
The significance of B House lies in its architectural interest as part of Blore’s early revival of seventeenth-century forms, its historic association with the development of Marlborough College, and its group value with adjacent listed buildings within the college estate.

3. Description of the Proposed Works
The proposed works are limited in scope and relate solely to the existing penthouse dormer windows. They include:
Localised repairs to existing timber window frames where minor decay is present, using traditional repair methods and matching timber species.
Removal of failed or cracked putty and replacement with appropriate traditional linseed oil-based putty.

Redecoration of the windows, following preparation, using a breathable paint system suitable for historic timber joinery.
All works will be undertaken on a like-for-like basis, with no alteration to window dimensions, profiles, glazing patterns, opening methods, or materials.
No historic fabric will be unnecessarily removed, and no modern materials will be introduced that would be visually or physically harmful to the building.

4. Impact on Significance
The proposed works will have no adverse impact on the special architectural or historic interest of the listed building. The dormer windows will retain their existing appearance, detailing, and materials, and the works will not alter the character or significance of the roofscape.
By addressing minor defects and preventing further deterioration, the works will positively contribute to the long-term preservation of historic fabric and support the continued use and appreciation of the building.

5. Conclusion
The proposed minor repairs, putty replacement, and redecoration of the penthouse dormer windows at B House represent sensitive, necessary maintenance works that respect the building’s historic character and significance. The works follow best conservation practice, are fully reversible where applicable, and will help secure the ongoing conservation of this important Grade II listed building.
As such, the proposals are considered appropriate and justified, and Listed Building Consent is respectfully sought.
