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Design & Heritage Asset Statement for proposed erection of lean – to greenhouse at 15 Culver Gardens Malmesbury for Mrs Miranda Winram

Location

Statutory Address:

15-23, INGRAM STREET

Statutory Address:

CULVER HOUSE, 15 CULVER GARDENS

District:

Wiltshire 
Parish:

Malmesbury

National Grid Reference:

ST 93476 86995

Formal listing recorded for 15 Culver Gardens 
MALMESBURY

ST9387 CULVER GARDENS 758-1/2/66 Nos.15-21 (Odd) 18/01/49 Culver House

GV II*

House, now divided into 3. Mid C16 with C16-C17 NE range, divided mid C19, and C20 SW extension. Coursed limestone rubble with dressings, incorporating reused ashlar and carved work, ashlar cross axial stack and 2 E gable stacks and interlocking tile cross-gabled roof. PLAN: 2-room plan with single-depth NE range. EXTERIOR: 2 storeys and attic; 2-window range. Paired cross gables to both sides and gabled ends, with a central cross-axial stack, the original doorway replaced by late C18 round-arched doorway below the SW gable; 2-light mullion window with cavetto mouldings and metal casements and label moulds to first-floor and N gable attic; later NE range has a long blocked first-floor mullion window with splayed jambs and oak lintel, on the N elevation a garderobe loop at first-floor level. Later windows with oak lintels, and E elevation with early C19 segmental-arched openings. NE range 1-storey and attic; 2-windows has a round-arched doorway with keyed surround, fanlight and boarded door, and segmental-arched openings; rear has original C16/17 3-light mullion window with reserved mullions and label moulds and 2 gabled dormers. Blocked later windows with timber lintels. INTERIOR: details include a collar truss roof, central fireplace with heavy bressumer, a winder stair with carved newel to the E side, chamfered, stopped ceiling beams, steps down to cellar former kitchen with kitchen fireplace with dressed jambs and lintel, door to steps from re-used plank and muntin panelling with original ironwork. The NE range includes chamfered ceiling beams and salt niche beside fireplace. HISTORICAL NOTE: the S face lies along the former town wall; re-used ashlar is a feature of post-dissolution work in Malmesbury. Reputed to be the residence of Parliamentary Military Governor Col. Nicholas Devereux, from 1644-6; late the home of the notorious Dr Edmund Wilkins, Alderman and from 1775 High Steward of the Old Corporation.



Listing NGR: ST9347686995

Proposals for consideration

My client seeks listed building consent to erect an aluminium greenhouse structure on the South East corner of the original building as per the proposal drawing number  0204 / 25 / C. Externally the aluminium framing will be powder coated in French Grey colour with a white powder coat finish to the framing internally with clear single glazing. The framing will be erected on top of the recently re-built red brick walling which collapsed sometime ago. The red bricks were salvaged from the collapsed wall & have been built off the original stonework plinth that is still visible below the brickwork. The greenhouse will abut the stone wall at one end of greenhouse . The abutment will be weathered using code 4 lead flashing dressed down over the glazed roofing system. At the other end the greenhouse will abut an existing concrete block & sand cement rendered wall. A new wall will be erected in concrete block & render finish & topped with a Bathstone once weathered coping stone. This wall will be adjacent to the existing concrete block & render wall. Again a code 4 lead flashing will be dressed down onto the glazed roofing system for weather tightness. The floor of the greenhouse will be the original yard slabs that are still in place in this location. .
The greenhouse will be accessed via the lower basement level room used currently as my client’s home office. This is the only access point available because of the current boundary constraints.
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I have included an artist’s impression of this elevation of the building which shows a lean-to structure in the same location as the proposed greenhouse. This water colour was painted in 1942-3 which is six-seven years prior to the buildings original listing. This structure has been removed some time in years gone by. The exact date when it was removed & for what reason is not known by my client but clearly there is evidence of a previous lean to structure in this location.

Conclusion

My client’s proposal being a simple glass & aluminium framed structure which does not mask or compete with the original listed buildings appearance / facade will not impact the listed buildings setting & given its location at low level on the South East Elevation will not be visible from any public vista. Re-using red brick salvaged from the previous boundary wall to rebuild it ensures materials are appropriate for this listed building and replicating the existing rendered wall maintains the current appearance. Further the use of a Bathstone single weathered coping will also be in keeping with the buildings listed status .

The previous brick lean-to structure in this location fully obscured the fabric of the much earlier stone building behind it. The proposal for a transparent glass structure with minimal aluminium framing means that the earlier stone building will be seen and can be interpreted behind the greenhouse structure.

Overall my client’s proposals ensure that the changes will maintain & enhance the existing listed building.

My client looks forward to hearing your comments / thoughts on her proposals in due course.

Building Plans
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