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FORMER WESTBURY AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL 

SECTION 73 PL/2023/07503 

DRAINAGE BASIN HEALTH & SAFETY NOTE  

17 DEC 2025 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Backhouse have been advised the following by our drainage engineers, AWP: 

 

It is quite common for members of the public to consider that open drainage features should incorporate fencing 

around their perimeter, however CIRIA C753 (The SuDS Manual) suggests that fencing should only be promoted 

where the risks are high, or where there is a risk of unsupervised young children gaining access to water.  

 

The SuDS Manual states: 

 

 

 

It is important to recognise that the above extract from the SuDS Manual is written in the context of wet ponds, 

whereas the feature at Westbury is an infiltration basin. An infiltration basin does not hold water for sustained 

periods of time, it will only partially fill during periods of heavy rainfall and will drain-down through infiltration and 

positive discharge. The weather conditions under which water would reach harmful depths are not going to be 

consistent with times where parents are allowing young children to play outside unsupervised. 

 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA), include guidance on ‘Balancing Risks and Benefits’. 

They state that “we must try to make life as safe as necessary, not as safe as possible” – see below in context. 
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In the case of Westbury, water would only be attenuated within the feature for a short period of time after rainfall. 

During inclement conditions young children are unlikely to be outside unsupervised. The side slopes are graded to 

enable access/egress, allowing people to exit the feature if water started to in-flow. Placing a perimeter fence 

around the feature restricts visibility and limits access/egress, which can present an additional risk if someone was 

in distress. 

 

Finally, it should be considered that the requirement for any fencing is usually set through the planning. 

 


