CHARLES NEALE
Tree Reports and Site Surveys

9, Common Hill,
Steeple Ashton,
WILTSHIRE.
BA14 6EE

9th January 2026

Dear Mr and Mrs Wheeler,

At your request | undertook a site visit on 22nd December ta inspect 2 large mature
deciduous trees located al The Old Manor, Bradenstoke and have written a report
detailed below. In addition, | have included print outs with the report which | feel may be
of interest to you.

The trees, a Horse Chestnut and a Sycamore tree are located on the edge of the
driveway and adjacent to a single storey brick built extension.

The Chestnut tree is, in my opinion, a dangerous tree and should be removed at the
earliest opportunity. The reason for this conclusion is the extensive decay at the base of
the tree. It is 5o serious that you can look through the base of the tree and see daylight
through the other side and the weight above this point is considerable. | really do feel
that you should ask the Tree Officer at Wiltshire Council to visit you on site to discuss
this as soon as they have time available as they may able be to approve the removal of
the tree without the normal 8/10 weeks consultation time that is normally standard for
proposed tree works within a Conservation Area.

The Sycamore tree is also in a poor condition and | need to highlight the damage caused
to the base of the tree with a chainsaw. | realise why this was done which was to erect a
pair of metal gates and gateposts but this should never have been done and the tree will
never recover from such a substantial wound (see my print out on CODIT) and Fungal
growth (Coriolus Versicolor) is now infecting the tree.

What is of concern regarding both of the above trees is the truly awful tree work (often
referred to as 'Topping') which has been done previously. Again this should never have
been done and | have included information for you to read on this subject. The trees will
never recover from this work and a significant hazard has instead been created.

'There is no 'Topping' cut that will not cause a tree serious injury. Topping cuts like
codominant stem cuts, will always have infections because there are no natural



protection zones at the bases of the stems'.  Extract from ‘A New Tree Biology'. Alex
Shigo.

Rot and dieback is clearly evident in the crown as well as a considerable number of
epicormic shoots.

My recommendation is that both trees are felled and cut to ground level. In addition, a
stump grinder should be brought in to grind out the stumps. This will reduce the risk of
Honey Fungus infecting the area.

Finally, | would strongly recommend that you should plant two trees to replace the ones
that you are proposing to fell and cut to ground level.
There are some important points to consider.

You should always choose a tree that suits your soil conditions.

It is important to choose a tree that will not only give you all year round interest but will
also be of benefit to the wildlife such as the birds, bees, butterflies and small insects.
The replacement trees should never be planted in the same location as the trees that you
have removed.

Always plant well away from any buildings to avoid problems caused to the buildings by
the tree roots.

Lastly, you have a very large garden and therefore have many suitable locations to plant
replacement trees. | would not recommend planting the replacement trees adjacent to
the drive. The problem with this area is that the tree roots will suffer from ground
compaction which can cause significant root problems.

As you will be aware, your property is located in a Conservation Area and, as a
consequence, it is of paramount importance that no tree works are undertaken until you
have discussed your proposals with the Tree Officer at Wiltshire Council and that you
wait for confirmation from them BEFORE proceeding.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or require further advice.

Charles Neale, RFS Cert Arb
07977 494335
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|__DC’s and DON'Ts In Pruning

L j B (ntroduction
\ “Pruning is ona of the best things an
arborist can do for a tree but one of
the worst things we can do to a tree”
-Alex Shigo

Pruning is the most common tree mainienance work.
Proper pruning helps to seleclively remove defective
i parts of a tree and improvaes the structure of a tree,
ereby contributes fo the overall tree health and
structure and reduces the rigk a tree may cause to
nearby persons or properties. improper ways of pmninﬂ_;
n particular topping, can be detrimental to the heal
and structure of a tree and make a tree hazardous,
hence it ie essential fo establish clearly defined
cbjectives before commencement of any pruning

PROPER TREE PRUNING

v'DO’s X DON'Ts
Objective  ® Prune as necessary ® Do not prune excessively
or unnecessarily.
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No Topping

1.Starvation:

® After topping, a large portion of the tree
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2.Inseclts and Diseases:
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