Planning Statement in relation to the variation of a condition to allow the installation of a mezzanine floor for storage purposes at the former Carpetright retail warehouse on Bath Road, Chippenham.

Prepared by MDE Planning Consultants 
15th January 2026

Application on behalf of Nestware Properties Ltd



Proposals

1. The original planning permission for the building granted consent for a bulky goods non-food retail store and was occupied by Carpet Right and subsequently Tapi Carpets until July 2025. This use has ceased and the building is to be repurposed for use as a self-storage facility in use class B8.
 
2. The self-storage company are seeking to optimise the use of the premises and this will include the installation of a full cover mezzanine floor of 500 sq m.


3. Condition 5 on the original planning permission or the building seeks to restrain occupiers from the installation of mezzanine accommodation in order to protect the health, vitality and viability of nearby town centres from retail impact.

4. The use of the premises for self-storage and the extension of that use into mezzanine accommodation  will not have any material effect or impact upon the health of nearby town centres.


5. Self-storage facilities are an established commercial use that takes place generally on physically remote but accessible sites occupying large volume spaces, often former industrial or out of town retail premises.  Because of their use in association with visiting members of the public, they can, in the right circumstances, be considered as class E uses, more usually they are considered as B8 storage and distribution uses.

6. Use of the premises for self-storage will not contribute to retail impact or diminish in any way the health of vitality of nearby shopping centres.

7. Should you have any queries regarding the above then please do not hesitate to request any additional material.

8. To this end we request that condition 5 be deleted and that mezzanine floorspace henceforth be permitted at this property. 
