Wiltshire Council - Landscape Consultation response 
Comments by: Mark Goodwin CMLI, Senior Landscape Officer, Wiltshire Council.
Application Ref: PL/2025/08886
Site Address: RECREATION GROUND, LEAFY LANE, CORSHAM, SN13 0JT
Proposal: Creation of a 3G Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) with perimeter fencing, hardstanding areas, storage container, floodlights, an access footpath and associated bund
Planning Case Officer: Isobella Wise
Date: 13/01/2026

Background
This response has considered all relevant information uploaded to date on this council’s planning website pertaining to this application.
This response considers the potential for resulting landscape and visual effects to arise from the development proposal, for landscape designations, landscape features, wider landscape character and public visual amenity.
Relevant Development Plan policy & legislation
North Wiltshire District Local Plan (saved policies) - 2011
· NE14: Trees, site features and control of new development
Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015) – Core policies
· CP51: Landscape
· CP52: Green Infrastructure
· CP57: Ensuring high quality design and place making
Corsham Neighbourhood Plan 2016-2026 (Made Nov 2019)
· Policy CNP ED1: Proposals for development should take into account the Corsham Design Guide and Corsham Batscape Strategy.
· Policy CNP E3: Development proposals should protect, conserve and where possible enhance the special qualities of the Cotswold AONB and the distinctive characteristics of the Landscape Setting of the Corsham Rolling Lowlands.
Relevant Legislation/statutory instruments
· Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act 2000, as amended by LURA 2023) 
Section 85, duty to seek to further the statutory purpose of designation. 
· Levelling up and Regeneration Act 2023) LURA 2023 
Section 245 (Protected landscapes)
The site and local context
Designations
The development site lies within the North Wiltshire Green Belt designation and also lies at the eastern edge of, but wholly within, the ‘Cotswold National Landscape’ (CNL) previously referred to as the ‘Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ (AONB). As such, Wiltshire Council as a ‘Relevant Authority’ has a statutory duty under the ‘Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000’ (CRoW Act 2000) to seek to further the statutory purpose of the national landscape designation which is to ‘conserve and enhance’ natural beauty, as part of its LPA planning function, evidenced through its deliberations /considerations and ultimately its final planning decision/s.
The site and its landscape and visual context
The application site is located within the southeastern corner of the existing Leafy Lane Playing Fields in Rudloe. The existing playing fields are bordered by Boxfields Road to the south (single width rural road with passing places) with some agricultural building’s opposite, and by Leafy Lane to the east (double width road denoting the western settlement edge of Rudloe) linking the A4 Bath Road to the north with B3109 Bradford Road to the south. 
A small, covered reservoir and associated pumping station/single storey control building operated by Wessex Water, lies adjacent to the southeast corner of the site, with a larger covered water reservoir and a couple of agricultural buildings also located to the south of Boxfields Road. The Leafy Lane natural burial woodland site lies to the north of the site with remainder playing field areas to the west. Open countryside lies beyond, further west and south.
The site is relatively well screened from the wider landscape and countryside. From the north by mature deciduous woodlands (natural burial site), from eastern residential receptors at Rudloe by continuous intervening mature roadside trees and vegetation (except through a single gap at the existing public playing field access point), and from the south by mature roadside trees and hedgerows and agricultural buildings lining the southern side of Boxfields Rd. The western playing field boundary comprises a lower maintained native hedgerow with a couple of taller hedgerow trees.  There are two public footpath routes (BOX 32 & BOX 107 A&B) which pass close to the east and north of the playing fields.
The proposals
The development proposal effectively seeks to enlarge and update an existing small multi use games area (MUGA) which is currently enclosed by tall metal palisade ball stop fencing, and a 6-column halogen floodlighting scheme, to an enlarged modern 3G artificial grass surfaced pitch area enclosed by tall ball stop fencing with new 6-column LED floodlighting scheme. Vehicular access for both construction and operation is understood to be taken from the existing vehicular access off Leafy Lane.
The landscape and visual baseline scenario from which to evaluate the resulting landscape and visual change effects (negative, positive or neutral) arising from this development proposal is that which occurs from the doubling in size / quadrupling in area of the existing circa. 46m x 36m artificially surfaced (MUGA) enclosed by ball stop perimeter fencing illuminated by floodlighting to a larger artificial grass surfaced pitch area measuring circa. 97m x 61m with 6no. x 13m high floodlighting columns (although D&AS states15m high columns? Clarification should be sought by LPA in interests of proper planning) each fitted with two directional floodlight luminaires, down lighting the playing surface.
Likely Landscape effects
The application illustrates that no existing tree or hedgerow removals would be necessary to implement the development proposal and that the characteristic Cotswold stone dry-stone wall bordering Boxfields Road will not be impacted.
There will be no physical loss of countryside arising from the development proposal. The site area falls within an existing long established recreation field and sports/community facility. The site is well contained physically and visually. In my opinion the proposed development will not result in any unacceptable impacts to wider landscape character. (Evaluation: little or no landscape effects resulting from this proposal, upon landscape features or landscape character from the existing baseline situation).
Likely visual effects
The public receptors which are likely to experience the greatest visual change effects will be the users of Boxfields Road, who will view the proposal over the existing characteristic dry-stone wall lining the northern side of the road. These users currently view the existing MUGA its associated floodlighting and wider playing fields between gaps in existing roadside trees over the wall when passing directly adjacent to the corresponding length of site’s southern roadside boundary. This existing view will change slightly to include views of the proposed circa 1.2m high vegetated earth bunds, with views of the upper sections of the proposed 4.5m high ball stop fencing above, and new floodlighting columns. It is noted that the new surfaced pitch will be located slightly further north away from Boxfields Road than the existing MUGA. (Evaluation: little or no change effect from the existing baseline situation). 
[bookmark: _Hlk219206529]From the west approaching Rudloe along Boxfields Rd the existing MUGA floodlighting columns are currently visible over the playing fields western boundary hedge. The MUGA fencing and pitch areas are not visible, screened by the western boundary hedgerow. The new replacement (possibly slightly taller) floodlighting columns and lighting units will be visible, and the visual influence of light columns and lighting increased slightly as the pitch area has been doubled in dimension (quadrupled in area). Views of the pitch areas and the fencing are unlikely (Evaluation: little or no change effect from the existing baseline situation). 
Users of public footpaths BOX 107A & 107B (bordering the playing fields western boundary turning east through the burial woodland) and BOX32 (which lies slightly further west) may also view the new floodlighting columns over the playing field’s western boundary hedgerow, but views of the proposed 3G pitch areas and the 4.5m high ball stop fencing are unlikely due to the intervening hedgerow running along the western boundary of the playing fields, which screens lower level views from these footpaths. The new flood lighting scheme will double in perceptible area coverage (Evaluation: I would evaluate a minor negative change effect from the existing baseline situation, for receptors viewed from the west). 
Conclusion
The proposed development site is located within an area of long-established sports playing fields with associated car parking and a sports/community building. Approximately quarter of the proposed development site area is already covered by an artificially surfaced Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) including associated floodlighting scheme.  
In my opinion the most important landscape and visual matters for the LPA to consider as part of their overall planning considerations for this proposed development, are the resulting physical and / or visual change effects impacting upon the existing special qualities of the CNL/AONB designation and the public’s appreciation / views of natural beauty within, towards, and from the Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL). This includes resulting change from the proposed new flood lighting scheme. 
In relation to the floodlighting scheme, I note the lighting design information has been devised based on ‘Environmental Zone 3’ requirements. Given the site lies within the CNL (AONB) and one of the CNL special qualities highlighted within the AONB management plan is its ‘Dark Skies’, which it seeks to conserve, together with known importance to bat populations, I would have anticipated that ‘Environmental Zone 2’ would have been more appropriate in this instance (but I defer to Public protection and ecology officers to further advise). However, I accept this is an edge of settlement location with some existing artificial light sources emanating from Box Hill and Rudloe housing areas and from some local roads. 
The most important thing in relation to landscape and visual matters for this application is for the LPA to ensure that the design of the flood lighting scheme is limited to that which is only essentially required and is designed to reduce as far as possible any upward artificial light spill and obtrusive light impacting upon adjoining countryside. This is necessary to minimise impact upon the ‘dark skies’ special quality of the Cotswolds National Landscape (AONB).
Other matters
The use of dark green ball stop/security fencing is welcomed at this edge of settlement location.
The proposed use of flexible area floodlighting controls is also welcomed, i.e. if only one pitch used only that pitch would be illuminated etc. 
I note the proposed or potential use of a Grampian Planning Condition to relocate the existing cricket pitch to an alternative off-site location. It is unclear where this alternative off-site location would be, or if this would satisfy the legal tests for a valid condition in this instance. There would be wider planning considerations in relation to establishing a new cricket pitch outside this redline boundary, especially if this was located within existing countryside or the CNL.
Recommendation 
No Landscape Officer Objection subject to a condition requiring implementation, successful establishment and future maintenance/management of the proposed soft landscaping proposals / BNG proposals.
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