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A note on the houses shown on the neighbour map. Two shown are part of and thus owned by the estate and one is unoccupied and up for sale.
A note on the location map. From maps available from the National Library of Scotland archive and from memory the workshop and associated small barns on the corner opposite Crofton Cottage were all of a piece and utilised as such, accessed as clearly shown in the air photograph. It appears this building has now been isolated (on the plan provided) and converted for accommodation.

To paraphrase Oscar Wilde; to have made one error in regard to planning permission might be seen be seen as unfortunate, to make two might be seen as carelessness. It appears that a multi-million pound estate, not for the first time, has managed to overlook planning regulations and the need for planning permission in relation to its activities, and undertaken them regardless. Ex post facto it, or its tenant, has been forced to apply to the local authority for permission to undertake proposals which have already taken place. How convenient it must be to present the situation as already achieved thus making prior scrutiny and alternative considerations pretty much redundant.
If a large enterprise with significant estate, staffing and legal expertise at its disposal, and not hamstrung by any lack of money, can manage not to know that planning permission for works on its ground is necessary then there is not much future for local authority oversight at all. How can it be that such an experienced entity could not have concluded that, in its confusion or lack of awareness, a telephone call to the planning department might resolve all its problems? For, in now submitting its application for planning permission, and having already undertaken significant works, at least for the hamlet of Crofton, it is now expecting permission for them to be granted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Is this a case of ‘quad ego volo’, ‘ago quod volo’, or perhaps simply ‘in nil sapiendo vita iucundissima est’?
It could be the latter, but the work would have required a degree of planning. Arranging with a contractor to execute the work. Finding a suitable place to deposit, say, 150 M3 + of prime topsoil (observed to be approximately 500 M x 300 mm deep in this area since it has had thousands of years to creep down the hill) and arranging for an eight wheeler tipper to transport it, and for a 13T excavator to remove it. Clearing the lane of parked vehicles to allow access to the field. Importing a significant amount of scalpings to form the new car park base. Laying it on geotextile and rolling it with a heavy roller to form an roadworthy, impermeable layer.
Not work of the spur of the moment. Surely the landowner would have been notified, would have been requested permission? At least a few significant individuals knew yet none thought the local authority might be interested? Well bless my soul. What is it about out of the way Crofton that should engender such an act?


To turn to some of the details.
A note of the neighbour map has already been made. The area of the car park encompasses around 500 M3. This is more than enough for the proposed four cars. Taken generously, it would allow for the layout of disabled access for three times that number of vehicles, say twelve cars or more, without impingement on access to the field or main gateway.
Whatever sustainable drainage has been installed compacted scalpings, which ‘contain a high percentage of fine materials (like clay dust and smaller aggregate particles) that bind together and create a dense surface, which resists water penetration’ are not considered appropriate for a SUDS system. There is no evident drainage; surface water will either accumulate at the lowest point, probably the gateway, or run off into the surrounding ground. Why this canard has been perpetrated is not obvious. Not less than 150 mm of compacted scalpings is the likely depth.
The proposed stone surface not being laid after of the installation of the scalpings is similarly ingenuous. Would not the stone not be laid when the plant for so doing was already on site? 
A tarmac surface (possibly implied in the Highway Engineer’s comments) would be totally unacceptable and would further diminish the character of this valuable local AONB landscape, bolstering the development of what was, until recently, entirely rural in character.
It has to be wondered why the car parking area is of such large size and why scalpings were used. For four cars the area excavated is inexcusable. For light traffic, ie car parking, scalpings are not necessary. An easily installed plastic geogrid sitting on the surface will support vehicles of 30 tonnes, involves zero excavation and zero visual impact. Maintenance can be undertaken by mowing or grazing. It would not involve the excavation of an unusually deep layer of topsoil. This should have been suitable for use in all weathers. No extra drainage would have been required. Even if it had been it would not have needed to be an impermeable layer of scalpings. 

Is the car park a precursor to planned future expansion on site? The field has been utilised in the past for marquees and car parking in relation to fundraising events for the Crofton Pumping Station and the Kennet & Avon Canal. Herd Thyme has already installed a portacabin unit adjoining the car park (not shown on the Plan with Measurements). Presumably this would require planning permission ‘if the construction is intended for longer-term use, such as extra office space or a portable classroom, this will need to go through the planning permission process’.

What does Wiltshire Council make of this? On the one hand a ‘Registered Alternative Provider’ with Wiltshire County Council, presumably operating under national protocols and inspected periodically, is applying for retrospective permission for work it and its landlord claim was innocently executed, being unaware that planning permission was required. On the other hand Wiltshire Council is likely to be providing financial support for this entity in its behaviour.
That the activity of Herd Thyme is beneficial for its attendees is not in question. 
The distain for the local environment and for conforming to regulations does not auger well for any future development in Crofton. In any event Crofton is almost totally subject to the whims and wishes of the estate: few of the inhabitants of eighteen months ago are now residing in the hamlet. 
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Location Plan   There  appears   to be   an anomaly in the Location Plan which  shows ,   excluded ,   a building (highlighted) in  the   paddock on the corner of the lane opposite Crofton Cottage, formerly used as a workshop and stores .   From maps available from the  National Library of Scotland archive and from memory the workshop and  associated small barns were all of a piece and utilised as such, accessed as clearly shown in the air  photograph.   The paddock and field were used for  stock and arable  farming as again is   evident from the air  photograph .                   It appears this building has now been  isolated ( on the plan   provided) and  converted   for accommodation .  
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There appears to be an anomaly in the Location Plan which shows, excluded, a building (highlighted) in the paddock on the corner of the lane opposite Crofton Cottage, formerly used as a workshop and stores.

From maps available from the National Library of Scotland archive and from memory the workshop and associated small barns were all of a piece and utilised as such, accessed as clearly shown in the air photograph.

The paddock and field were used for stock and arable farming as again is evident from the air photograph.
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It appears this building has now been isolated (on the plan provided) and converted for accommodation.
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