Design and Access Statement

The proposed installation will have no impact on access to the neighbouring listed property, as only semi-permanent alterations to the roof of Beech House need to be made with access required by two vans, which can be parked on the owner’s private drive. 

As an active place of worship the St Peter’s Church holds historical, but also current religious significance. St Peter’s Church has some facets of early English Gothic architecture with a traditional clay peg tile roof, and more recent 19th century stained-glass windows. The structure is a mixture of Chilmark ashlar, flint, and Greensand stones. Repointing and restorations have used lime mortar. Considering age and design choices the historic and architectural significance is largely synonymous, though there is some notable artwork (in the form of the stained-glass windows) and historic interest in the Norman text on the south side. 
Our proposed alterations will have no impact on the significance of the Church site directly, though may have a low impact on its setting. In keeping with the era several cottages visible from the Church have thatched roofs, though 1970s era bungalows and houses are interposed, along both the High Street and Church Lane. Notable is two properties, one neighbouring Beech house, and the other visible from the Church grounds and High Street, which also have solar PV. Based off the surrounding’s we would consider the impact of our alterations to be no greater than that of other surrounding developments to the Church’s setting.
We acknowledge the installation could not be in keeping with 13th - 18th century materials and design. What we have opted for is all-black panels with a matt powder coating, black solar cells, and anti-glare glass. By using these materials we prevent any glare off the panels or their frames, which could be expected of raw-aluminium frames panels with blue cells. Combined with Beech House being set back from the road with trees blocking most of the line of sight from the road and Church the solar panels will be as unintrusive to the Church’s scenery as possible. 


