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1. Introduction: This brief report is to accompany an application for remedial works to trees that are covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) the trees have also been marked on the accompanying map. 

The trees were inspected on the 4th of December 2025 by Rich Murphy, who is a qualified arboriculturist and Tree & Woodland Officer for Wiltshire Council. Rich holds the Level 3 Technicians Certificate in Arboriculture (2010) and the Level 6 Diploma in Arboriculture (2015). He is also a qualified surveyor holding the Professional Tree Inspection Certificate (PTI) and a Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) Registered User.  

The Visual Tree Assessment methodology (Mattheck and Breoler 1995)  was used to establish the tree condition. Where required the QTRA system was used in order to calculate the level of risk.

2. TPO Information: S/SALI/TPO07 St Marks House.
2.1 Individual Trees identified on the TPO schedule as; T2 Austrian Pine, T3 Beech, T4 Horse Chestnut, T5 Austrian Pine, T6 Robinia, T7 Scots Pine, T8 Horse Chestnut, T9 Lime, T11 Lime, T16 Lime, T18 Lime, T20 Lime, T21 Beech.

3. Tree Location: The trees are located on an area of public open space surrounding to St Marks House St Marks Avenue Salisbury SP1 3DL.

4. Justification for Remedial Works: The remedial works are required in order to reduce the level of risk posed to persons, property and users of the highway by the trees listed in this report to an acceptable level as a reasonable and prudent land owner must do so to dispense their duty of care and also in accordance with Wiltshire Councils Tree Management Policies.

5. Trees
5.1 Details & Recommendations: Each tree has been individually identified to provide clarity and aid identification for the purposes of the works schedule e.g. T1-16, this is followed by the species common and scientific names, then the corresponding individual tree identification number from the TPO schedule e.g. TPO07 T1.

T1 Lime (Tilia spp.) - TPO07 T20, Tree has acute unions at 4m with reaction growth either side of the stem at the union, it appears to be an historic pollard point at 4m. Deadwood is present within the crown as well as sporadic sections of mistletoe. 

Recommendation: Crown reduce by 2m, remove deadwood and lift crown to 3m over footpath and 5.5m over highway (tips just o/h highway). Pruning back to suitable growth points as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T2 Lime (Tilia spp.) – TPO07 T18 – The tree is multi stemmed at 3m, historic pollard point. Deadwood is present within the crown. Crown extends over the residential dwelling located on its western side. Presence of mistletoe within the crown. 
Recommendation: Crown reduce by 2m, removal of deadwood from the crown. The western lateral limb that overhangs the building shall be pruned back by 3m. Reduction works to be pruned back to suitable growth points as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T3 Lime (Tilia spp.) – TPO07 T16 – The tree has acute unions at 4m with developed reaction growth either side of stem union, this is an historic pollard point. Deadwood present within the crown. Presence of mistletoe within the crown. 

Recommendation: Crown reduce by 2m and remove deadwood. Pruning back to suitable growth points as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T5 Lime (Tilia spp.) – TPO07 T11 – Tree has acute unions and is multi stemmed at 3m, which is an historic pollard point. 

Recommendation: Crown reduce by 2m and remove deadwood. Pruning back to suitable growth points as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T9 Lime (Tilia spp.) – TPO07 T9 – Roadside location, tree has a good physiological condition and good structural condition, clad in ivy preventing full inspection. Low crown over highway.

Recommendation: Sever ivy, lift crown to 5.5m over highway and remove dead wood. Pruning back to suitable growth points as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T10 Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) – TPO07 T8 Mature specimen, roadside tree adjacent to the A30 - London Road and Bus Stop, crown is low over the highway. The tree has a poor structural condition; leaning towards the SE and highway, the tree is triple stemmed at 3m with acute unions. Cobra bracing is present at 8m providing support from the central stem to the SE stem which overhangs the highway, the bracing is tight. The SE stem overhanging the highway has numerous old wounds along its length that have formed open cavities, its union with the main stem of the tree is acute with included bark present, the seem that has formed between both the central and SE stem is open at its upper most point, this open seem and the tight bracing suggests there has been some degree of movement of the SE stem. A low lateral limb on the western side of the stem is growing into T12 Pine (this growth appears to be reactionary growth due to the loss of a previous stem from near this limbs point of origin) this lateral stem requires a reduction in order to alleviate end weight. Deadwood present throughout the crown. The tree has previously been reduced in 2010.

Recommendation: Vertical crown reduction of tree by 2.5m. Reduction of SE stem by 3.5m, replace cobra bracing once stem has been reduced. Removal of deadwood from the crown. Reduce low western limb by 4m. Lift crown to 5.5m over the highway. Pruning to be undertaken in accordance with British Standard 3998 2010.
T12 Pine (Pinus sylvestris) – TPO07 T7 – Mature specimen, the tree has a good physiological condition and good structural condition, deadwood present within crown.

Recommendation: Remove deadwood.

T13 Robinia (Robinia psuedoacacia) – TPO07 T6 – This tree has a poor physiological condition and poor structural condition. The crown is devoid of growth, approximately 90% dead. The main stem and structure of tree is clad in ivy, preventing full inspection of the trees structure. Bark delamination around 50% of the stem circumference from the northern side round to the south, ground level up to 2m, the delamination is potentially caused by fungal induced dysfunction, however no sign or evidence of fungal fruiting bodies were observed. Presence of dysfunctional sapwood beneath the delaminated bark, exposed sapwood is soft and friable to the touch. The tree has a significant target being located adjacent to a residential dwelling, the bus stop and the A30 - London Road. QTRA Level of Risk: 1 in 3000k this level of risk is deemed to be unacceptable.

Recommendation: Remove to ground level due to risk of whole tree failure. 

G14 Mixed Species (species include mature Beech TPO07 T3, Horse Chestnut TPO07 T4, Austrian Pines TPO07 T2 and T5 and a semi mature Norway Maple). All trees are clad in ivy which prevents full inspection of trees structure. Crowns are low over highway. Deadwood present within the crowns. Mature beech (TPO07 T3) at south-western end of group has cavity at 5m and acute unions but both features are obscured by ivy. Horse chestnut (TPO07 T4) at northeastern end of group has cavity at acute unions at 6m, again structure is obscured by ivy. 

Recommendation: Sever and strip ivy on Beech (TPO07 T3) and Horse Chestnut (TPO07 T4) to 6m to facilitate aerial inspection. Sever ivy on all other trees. Lift crowns to 5.5m over highway and remove dead wood. Undertake an aerial inspection on both beech and Horse Chestnut, reporting findings to T&W Officer as further remedial works may be required. All pruning works as per British Standard 3998 2010.

T16 Beech (Fagus sylvatica) – TPO07 T21 – Mature specimen, tree is in good physiological and structural condition. Deadwood present within the crown. Branch tips on the northern side of crown in contact with BT OHL. 

Recommendation: Minor prune of branch tips reducing by 1m to clear BT OHL and remove deadwood. Pruning works undertaken as per British Standard 3998 2010.

6. Arisings: All arisings are to be removed from the site and disposed of by the contractor.













7. Map: Below is an extract of the map indicating the tree / group number and location of the trees. 
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Figure 1. Tree Plan.






2

image1.png
Ti6

Atherton Court

s

fark's

House

G4,

Beech





image2.jpg
Wiltshire Council
T —





