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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The proposals are for retention of the dog day care centre.  As part of the assessment a 

noise barrier has been recommended.  This is recommended to reduce possible noise 

levels at a building that is to be converted under the GPDO Schedule 2 Part 3 Class Q, into 

a dwellinghouse. 

 

1.2 The dwellinghouse under Class Q will be occupied by the persons who run the dog day 

care centre.  They are not, therefore, likely to be adversely affected by any noise, it being 

their business. 

 

1.3 However it is recognised that the two entities, if both were to be developed, could be 

separated, and a noise barrier would then be appropriate. 

 

1.4 This document provides full details of the proposed fencing and a landscaping and 

landscaping management plan.  This document provides that information. 

 

1.5 It provides it in the following order: 

• section 2 describes the proposed fencing; 

• section 3 describes the proposed landscaping; 

• section 4 sets out a management methodology. 
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2 THE PROPOSED FENCING 

2.1 The Environmental Noise Assessment Report (MACH Group, November 2025) 

recommends a fence as follows (6.4.1 of their report). 

 Insert 1:  Location of Proposed Fencing 

  

 

2.2 The barrier needs to meet the following criteria. 

 Insert 2:  Criteria for Fence 

  

 

2.3 The exercise area is currently fenced with a mesh fence off metal posts.   

 

2.4 An acoustic fence, such as the one shown at Attachment A, will be provided. 

 

2.5 The fencing will be 2.4m high. 

 

 Conditions 

2.6 The Class Q can be converted, but that is not a guarantee that it will be. 
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2.7 A condition is suggested, as follows: 

“In the event that the barn conversion applied for under prior determination 

application PL/2024/02742 is commenced, the acoustic fence approved under the 

documents dated (to be added) shall be erected within 6 months, and the 

Applicant shall write to the local planning authority advising them when works are 

complete”. 

 

3 LANDSCAPING 

3.1 It is proposed to plant a mixed thorn hedge on the field-side of the fence.  It will be 

necessary, for the first five years, for that to be protected from being eaten by horses, so a 

strand of electric fencing will be needed temporarily. 

 

3.2 The proposed hedgerow is shown as follows, and in detail on Plan KCC3092/12. 

 Insert 4:  Proposed Hedgerow 

  

 

3.3 The hedge will be planted as a staggered, double row at 40cm spacing.  It will be made 

up of a random mixture of the following plants.  No blackthorn is included because of the 

risk of infection in horses from the thorns: 

(i) 75% hawthorn (Cretaegus monogyma); 
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(ii) 10% hazel (Corylus arellana); 

(iii) 10% field maple (acer campestre); 

(iv) 5% dog rose (rosa canina). 

 

3.4 These will be planted as 60-80 bare-rooted plants and planted within small guards, as 

below. 

 Insert 4:  Proposed Planting Protection 

  

 

3.5 It will be planted on the west side of the acoustic fence. 

 

3.6 The 45m length will therefore require: 

• approx. 170 hawthorn plants; 

• approx. 23 hazel plants; 

• approx. 23 field maple plants; 

• approx. 12 dog rose plants. 

 

 Management 

3.7 The area around the newly planted hedges will be kept free from invasive levels of weeds 

for the first five years.  This will be achieved by a mixture of strimming and a small amount 

of chemical spraying close to the tube guards until the hedges are established. 

 

3.8 As required, newly planted hedges will be watered in the first 3 seasons, until they are 

established. 

 

3.9 Any dead or dying plants will be replaced within the first five years. 

 

3.10 The hedge will be cut annually / alternate years once it has reached the 2.4m of the fence. 

This will be done mechanically 
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Attachment A 

Details of Fence 
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