Access & Design Statement
1. Introduction
This statement supports the proposed restoration and replacement of approximately twenty-five balustrades to a Grade II listed building. The works focus on repairing and conserving the existing stone balustrade system using appropriate traditional materials and methods. The intention is to preserve the architectural significance of the building while ensuring its structural integrity and safe continued use.

2. Design Principles
2.1 Conservation-led Approach
The design has been guided by established conservation principles of minimum intervention, like-for-like repair, and reversibility wherever feasible. The aim is to retain as much original historic fabric as possible while ensuring long-term stability and safety.
Key principles include:
· Retention of existing stone: Any balustrades that remain structurally sound or repairable will be conserved rather than replaced. Salvageable sections will be incorporated into the new work to maintain authenticity.
· Like-for-like replacement: Where deterioration is beyond repair, replacement balustrades will be produced to exactly match the existing in profile, dimensions, carving detail, colour, and texture.
· Traditional materials and methods: All balustrades will be fixed using lime mortar, consistent with the building’s historic construction. Lime mortar allows breathability and movement, ensuring compatibility with the original stone and avoiding long-term damage.
· Respect for original craftsmanship: The detailing and finish of the balustrades will follow the original hand-carved aesthetic, ensuring visual continuity and maintaining the building’s architectural character.
2.2 Structural and Safety Considerations
The intervention is partly driven by the need to ensure that the balustrade system remains safe for users and compliant with modern expectations regarding stability. The replacement units will be structurally adequate while remaining visually identical to the historic originals.
2.3 Accessibility Principles
Although the works primarily relate to fabric repair rather than improvements to physical accessibility, the balustrades contribute to the overall safe movement around the site. Restoring the balustrade system safeguards and prevents fall risks along public routes, thus supporting safety for the public without altering the building’s historic layout.

3. Context and Influence on Design
3.1 Historic Context of the Building
As a Grade II listed structure, the building possesses special architectural and historic interest. The stone balustrades form a key element of its external appearance and contribute both to its compositional symmetry and its wider setting within the historic streetscape. This context has shaped every aspect of the proposed works.
· Character and appearance: The existing balustrades form part of the building’s formal façade and are visible from public viewpoints. Maintaining visual consistency is therefore essential.
· Material authenticity: Historic analysis confirms that traditional lime mortar and natural stone were used in the original construction. The proposal retains these materials to preserve historic integrity.
3.2 Condition-led Influence
A detailed condition survey has identified deterioration caused by weathering and age. These findings informed the decision to undertake targeted replacement, ensuring that only those elements that can no longer perform their structural role are removed.
3.3 Architectural Setting
The broader architectural context—surrounding listed structures, heritage boundaries, and the building’s status within a conservation area has influenced the design by requiring:
· No visual or stylistic deviation from existing decorative elements.
· Sensitivity to the building’s façade, ensuring that the replacement balustrades maintain proportional balance.
· Retention of original spatial relationships so that the intervention is visually indistinguishable from the original design.
3.4 Sustainability and Longevity
The use of lime mortar and conservation-grade stone is informed by the principles of sustainable heritage repair. These techniques ensure that the building can continue to perform as originally intended, minimising future maintenance needs and preserving the building for long-term use.

4. Conclusion
The proposed works are carefully designed to conserve the architectural and historic significance of the Grade II listed building. Through like-for-like replacement using traditional materials and methods, retention of salvageable fabric, and close attention to context and visual continuity, the scheme ensures that the building’s character is preserved while meeting structural and safety requirements.
The proposal represents a sensitive, conservation-led approach that supports the ongoing use and longevity of the heritage asset without adversely affecting its significance.

