
 
 

VARIATION OF CONDITION 3 (LAYOUT CHANGES), CONDITION 14 (CHANGES TO NOISE CONDITION) 
AND CONDITIONS 4, 5 AND 7 (MINOR WORDING CHANGES) RELATING TO APPLICATION PL/2021/08690 

 
STUDLEY FARM BATH ROAD, ATWORTH, MELKSHAM, SN12 8JN. 

 
EA Objection 
 
CAWS welcomes the EA Objection dated 31 October 2025 and supports the recommendations 
made, particularly with regard to consultation with Wessex Water and the FRS.  We submit the 
information below to support that dialogue. 
 
Additional comments are also provided with regard to cales routes and traffic mitigation 
measures. 
 
NFCC Guidance 
 
To the best of our knowledge and belief the extant NFCC Guidance is Version 1.0 November 2022 
and that the version you referred to at the 27 November 2025 event has no standing at this time 
as it has been subject to consultation and an updated document has not yet been formally 
released.  CAWS therefore strongly encourages the developer to base its proposals on the extant 
version. 
 
Battery Container Spacing 
 
The extant NFCC Guidance states a minimum spacing of 6 meters.  Contrary to your statement, 
spacing is not dependant on battery chemistry at this point in time. 
 
The guidance allows a reduction in spacing if designed by a competent fire engineer and CAWS 
would expect any design to be ratified by DWFRS. 
 
Extract from the extant NFCC Guidance below. 
 

 
 
 



Firewater and Firewater Runoff 
 
In designing your firewater delivery and runoff solution please note that the NFCC guidance of 
1900 litres a minute for 2 hours is a minimum and for schemes of 1MW upwards.  CAWS would 
expect appropriate scaling of the firewater and firewater runoff requirements to reflect the size 
of the proposed BESS and its location.   
 
There is no evidence that boundary cooling requires less water than directly cooling a burning fire.   
 
There is also no evidence that the volume of water needed to deal with an incident can be varied 
by reference to battery chemistry. 
 
We recommend you discuss your solution with DWFRS. 
 
Extract from the extant NFCC Guidance below. 
 

 
 
Toxic Cloud 
 
The developers assertion that a toxic cloud from a fire or explosion does not present a risk is 
misguided and very worrying.  There have been many BESS incidents around the world requiring 
public evacuation to reduce the risk of damage to health. 
 
CAWS recommends that the developer conducts a plume analysis to take account of prevailing 
winds, topography and the location of residential properties, business and schools.  The solution 
design, and the location of the BESS, should minimise risks to the public. 
 
 
 
 



Cable Route and Associated Traffic Mitigation 
 
Whilst the collaborative approach to cable trenching etc along Westlands Lane is welcomed, it was 
clear from the 27 November 2025 event that there is a high risk of concurrent working along Top 
Lane (with road closures) and Shaw Hill (with traffic control).  Taken together with other schemes 
in the area, traffic diversions and heavy traffic generally, the community is concerned about 
gridlock.   
 
Please confirm you will work collaboratively with Aureos and Wiltshire Council to deconflict the 
two cable programmes so that the impact on residents can be minimised. 
 
Construction Traffic Mitigation 
 
The Wicks Farm Solar and BESS, Melksham East and West BESS, and works at Melksham 
Substation, are generating heavy traffic movements and require traffic monitoring arrangements 
to stop access from the A350 through Westlands Lane.  Action has been necessary to enforce these 
arrangements. 
 
There is a clear risk that construction traffic for Studely Farm will exacerbate existing traffic issues 
in the area.   
 
Please confirm you will set out the proposed routes for construction traffic, taking account of 
existing constraints, for agreement with Wiltshire Council. 
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