Where RPA includes hard surfaced
areas used for vehicles or
pedestrians, assume use of these
areas can continue as per existing
purpose.
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Tree categorisation

Trees are categorised in accordance with the cascade chart in Table 1 of the British
Standard BS5837: 2012

A category trees are trees of high quality with a minimum estimated remaining
contribution of 40 years.

B category trees are trees of good quality with a minimum estimated remaining
contribution of 20 years.

C category trees are trees of average quality with a minimum estimated remaining
contribution of 10 years. Young trees of stem diameter <150mm are included.

U category trees are trees of poor quality which have less than 10 years remaining
contribution to the site. These trees are normally removed.

The Root Protection Area (RPA) indicates the minimum area of ground which
requires protection in order to preserve enough roots to ensure the healthy
retention of the A and B category trees on site.

The RPA is calculated using the British Standard BS5837: 2012 Trees in relation to
Design, Demolition and Construction - Recommendations.

The RPA is capped to 707m2 which is equivalent to a circle of radius 15m. Where
site constraints dictate, the RPA is offset to reflect restrictions to root
development.
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