[image: ]



Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY

	Officer name:
	Naomi Harvey

	Date:
	24/11/2025

	Application number:
	PL/2025/08842

	Proposal:
	EIA Scoping Opinion - Erection of up to 310 dwellings, an early years nursery school and strategic open space including Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) at Land South of Harnham and West of Coombe Road, Salisbury.

	Site address:
	Land South of Harnham and West of Coombe Road, Salisbury

	Case officer:
	Adam Madge




LAND TO THE SOUTH OF HARNHAM, SALISBURY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SCOPING REPORT
OCTOBER 2025 – SAVILLS

Thank you for inviting us to review the above Scoping Report in relation to Land to the South of Harnham, Salisbury, which we have assessed against OS maps and aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation and existing records of protected species.

The site is located to the south of Harnham, Salisbury and consists of arable fields bound by hedgerows and trees. The site is split into two fields a large arable field to the east of Coombe Road and a smaller arable field to the west of Coombe Road. The proposals include the erection of up to 310 dwellings, an early years nursery school and strategic open space including Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) at Land South of Harnham and West of Coombe Road, Salisbury.

The site is not covered by any statutory nature conservation designations however it is located within the catchment of the River Avon SAC and within the 13.8km recreational zone of influence (ZoI) around the New Forest SPA/SAC. The site consists of arable fields and supports some habitats of ecological value to local wildlife, contributing to habitat connectivity with the wider landscape area, providing function for commuting and foraging by a range of species, via hedgerows, tree lines and grass margins. Records on site and within the surrounding area include bats, badgers, reptiles, birds (including barn owl) and invertebrates.

The site and the proposed SANG are allocated in the Emerging Local Plan under policies 27, 28 and 29. The Local Plan is still at the examination stage and has therefore not been adopted as yet. 

An EIA Screening Opinion was provided in August 2025 which stated that EIA was required, with regards to ecology, due to a lack of information about the proposed SANG and a strategy to demonstrate phosphorus neutrality. 

Based on the information provided within the EIA Scoping Report, it is agreed that Ecology can be scoped out of the ES and a separate standalone EcIA should be produced. The issues surrounding the potential impacts on the River Avon SAC and New Forest SPA/SAC can be dealt with at the planning application stage. 

River Avon SAC - Nutrient Neutrality

The site is located within the catchment of the River Avon SAC and any overnight accommodation within this catchment must demonstrate phosphorus neutrality in perpetuity. Therefore, a residential application on this site would trigger the need for a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) for potential significant effects associated with phosphorus elevations on this designated site. As set out in the EIA Screening Opinion response this site would not be considered to be planned development under the Council’s strategic mitigation strategy, as although it is allocated in the emerging local plan it is not allocated within the adopted core strategy, a bespoke mitigation strategy for the site would be required to demonstrate phosphorus neutrality based on the results of the nutrient calculator developed by NE. The proposals would be assessed through a project level HRA, and the appropriate assessment would need to conclude no adverse effects on the River Avon SAC alone or in combination in order to be compliant with the Habitats Regulations. All developers are expected to mitigate on site as far as possible using Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in line with the CIRIA Guidance[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Guidance on the Construction of SuDS, CIRIA, 2023. https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductcode=C768&Category=BOOK] 


The EIA Scoping Report states that if required, ‘mitigation will be provided either through contribution towards a certified offsetting scheme or through a bespoke scheme reducing nutrient inputs into other agricultural land within the same catchment’. The report suggests that the change of use from agricultural land to residential use may sufficiently reduce phosphorus inputs to the river. However, given the scale of the proposed development, up to 310 dwellings, it is considered unlikely that phosphorus neutrality can be achieved without additional mitigation. 

New Forest SPA/SAC

The site is located within the 13.8km recreational ZoI around the New Forest SPA/SAC therefore an application would trigger a HRA for potential significant effects associated with increased recreational pressure on these designated sites. The revised New Forest Mitigation Strategy approach requires developers to provide a contribution per dwelling/unit towards Strategic Access Management and Monitoring (SAMM) for all new residential and tourism developments within the ZoIs, including those coming forward under permitted development. Residential developments of 50 or more dwellings on greenfield or brownfield sites would also be required to provide an area of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG). The EIA Scoping Report states that a SANG design has been agreed with Nick Squirrel at Natural England (NE) and this must be set out in detail in the planning application and should demonstrate compliance with the NE guidance. 
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