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LAND TO THE EAST OF BLACKMORE FARM, MELKSHAM
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SCOPING REPORT
OCTOBER 2025 – TURLEY

Thank you for inviting us to review the above Scoping Report in relation to Land to the East of Blackmore Farm, Melksham, which we have assessed against OS maps and aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation and existing records of protected species.

The site is located to the east of Melksham and adjacent to a recently approved planning application (PL/2023/11188) for up to 500 dwellings, employment land, primary school, open space and associated infrastructure. The site consists of arable fields bound by hedgerows and trees and there is a small pocked of woodland within the southern portion of the site.  

The site is not covered by any statutory nature conservation designations.  The site consists mainly of arable fields and supports some habitats of ecological value to local wildlife, contributing to habitat connectivity with the wider landscape area, providing function for commuting and foraging by a range of species, via hedgerows, tree lines and grass margins. The site also includes an area of woodland in the southern section of the site area. This is listed under the Natural England Priority Habitat Inventory as deciduous woodland priority habitat. This would need consideration in the EcIA. Records on site and within the surrounding area include hazel dormice, great crested newts (GCN), bats, badgers, grass snake, barn owl, water vole and otter.

Overall, we agree with the scope of the biodiversity assessment proposed in Chapter 7 Biodiversity, however please see comments below. 

Water vole

The EIA Scoping Report states that no evidence of water vole was noted along the watercourse during the surveys in 2021 and 2024 and therefore they are considered to be absent from the site and are being scoped out of the ES. There are water vole records within the surrounding area, including on the Clackers Brook to the west and south of the site, therefore the ES will need to provide sufficient evidence and justification to support water vole being scoped out of the assessment. 

Great crested newts (GCN)

The EIA Scoping Report sets out that surveys were undertaken in 2021 and 2024 and that the 7 ponds within 250m of the site have been assessed as being unsuitable or have had negative eDNA results for GCN. The site would appear to provide some suitable terrestrial habitat for GCN, therefore the ES will be expected to provide sufficient evidence and justification to support GCN being scoped out of the assessment.


Beaver

The stream that runs through the site is a tributary of the River Avon and there are numerous records of beavers on the River Avon approximately 1.9km to the west of the site. The EIA Scoping Report does not consider beavers, even to scope them out, therefore the ES should consider the potential for impacts on beavers which could be commuting along the stream. 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)

Under the Environment Act 2021 an application on this site would be required to deliver a minimum of 10% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and must be accompanied by a completed statutory metric calculation (including condition assessment sheets and maps) using the current version of the Natural England Biodiversity Metric.   

Wildlife corridors

It is noted that the development of this site immediately adjacent to the consented development to the west, will significantly reduce the remaining gap between the urban area of Melksham and the large solar farm to the east, thereby reducing the potential for wildlife to readily commute north south around the eastern side Melksham. The application should therefore include a comprehensive green and blue infrastructure strategy that retains existing wildlife corridors and creates new ones to maintain habitat connectivity. 

The ES should consider any mitigation and enhancement measures approved for the adjacent planning application to ensure a coordinated approach to wildlife protection and enhancement.  
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