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QUARRY PRODUCTS

This Planning Statement (PS) has been prepared by Raymond Brown Quarry Products
Ltd (the Applicant) in support of a planning application for:

‘Extension to Brickworth Quarry (Sandland) to allow the extraction, processing and
export of sand followed by backfill with imported inert materials and quarry waste;
Importation and blending of sand; Retention and continued use of site compound and
buildings, plant site and storage areas; Restoration to commercial forestry and
agriculture at original ground levels together with long-term biodiversity enhancements’.

The application has been prepared and is submitted in accordance with the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and complies with all relevant legal
requirements and principles of best practice. The planning application has been
prepared with assistance from a team of environmental consultants whose technical
assessments have been used to inform an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and
appropriate mitigation measures.

Brickworth Quarry has been in operation since 2003, supplying approximately 140,000
tonnes of soft sand to the market per year for use within the construction industry. Sand
from Brickworth Quarry is used in both the local and wider region within a range of
aggregate products used to build homes, roads, schools and hospitals. The quarry also
provides a range of employment opportunities in the local community.

The existing Brickworth Quarry has a remaining mineral reserve equivalent to
approximately a further 15 months of extraction. In order to maintain the supply of
construction materials to the local market beyond the life of the existing reserve, RBQP
propose a temporary extension to the existing permitted quarry. The extension will also
provide further void space to meet the need for management of excavation and
demolition material generated by the construction industry.

The proposed ‘Sandland’ quarry extension (‘the Site’) occupies land adjacent and to the
north-west of the existing quarry. The Site is currently in agricultural use as arable
farmland and is separated from the existing quarry site by a remnant strip of woodland
through which Sandland Drove passes. The quarry extension would be worked in a
similar manner to the existing Brickworth Quarry, with extraction of sand followed by
restoration to original ground level through the use of site-derived by-products and the
importation and placement of inert materials.

The planning application is submitted to Wiltshire Council as the Mineral Planning

Authority.

The applicant is Raymond Brown Quarry Products Limited (‘RBQP’), a leading quarry
operator and supplier of primary aggregates in southern England. RBQP have operated
the existing Brickworth Quarry since approximately 2003. Our quarries produce quality
materials for local construction and provide sustainable solutions to the built
environment.
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RBQP invest heavily in ensuring protection of the environment. The company protects
and restores biological systems by setting standards for existing biodiversity and ongoing
quarry restoration, as well as creating new initiatives and long-term objectives. Our team
develop plans in close liaison with our neighbours who help us to measure performance
and ensure that we are making significant improvements to biodiversity throughout the
life of the site.

RBQP has an Environmental Management System accredited to 1ISO14001:2015. The
environmental policy and procedures are incorporated into all aspects of the company
and form part of the site management systems.

RBQP ensure regular engagement with Local Planning Authorities, the Environment
Agency and other statutory authorities to ensure full compliance with legislation and
regulation throughout the life of the site.

RBQP has a proactive approach to liaising and engaging with local communities. Staff
participate in the liaison meetings to keep local residents informed of current site
operations and future plans. Public open days and local community initiatives such as
school projects and presentations are also held on a regular basis.
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12. This Planning Application comprises 3 sets of documents as follows:

Section 1 Planning Statement
Application Form
Notice of Application for Planning Permission
Application Plans

Appendices
Section 2 Environmental Statement
Section 3 Non-Technical Summary

Application Plans

Location Plan DR-0001 S5-P1 1:2500@A2
Existing Site DR-0002 S5-P3 1:2500@A2
Working Layout DR-0003 S5-P3 1:2500@A3
Working Cross-sections DR-0004 S5-P2 As shown @ A1
Restoration Plan DR-0004 S5-P4 1:2500@A2

13. The Scoping Opinion (Ref: PL/2025/04038) issued by Wiltshire Council on the 11 July
2025 confirmed the proposal would require the submission of an Environmental
Statement (ES). The Wiltshire Council Scoping Opinion response has been included as
an Appendix to this application.

14. This planning application is, therefore, accompanied by an ES that meets with the
requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017. In accordance with Planning Practice Guidance, the content of the
ES is focussed on the main, or ‘significant’ environmental effects to which the
development is likely to give rise.

15. The ES therefore assesses the impact of the development on the following aspects of
the environment:
e Landscape and Visual Impact
e Water Environment

¢ Noise

e Ecology

e Soils

¢ Archaeology (& Cultural Heritage)
e Air Quality
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16. The ES is accompanied by a Non-Technical Summary document which provides a
summary of the ES without the use of technical terminology. The structure of the Non-

Technical Summary follows that of the full ES.

17. The following disciplines will still be assessed as part of the planning application but
have been scoped out of the formal Environmental Impact Assessment process:

e Arboriculture

o Highways / Transport
o Geotechnical

18. For additional copies of the Environmental Statement please contact Robert Storey at
Raymond Brown Quarry Products Ltd (02380 273750).

19. The planning application has been prepared in liaison with a team of environmental
consultants whose technical assessments have been used to inform an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and appropriate mitigation measures. The
team of professionals is made up of suitably qualified and competent consultants
experienced in the minerals industry.

Project Involvement

Team Member

Qualifications / Competence /
Experience

Touchstone Geological
Services Limited

Project Rob Westell, Estates & Rob Westell BSc (Hons), MRICS, FIQ
Sponsor Planning Director,
Raymond Brown Rob Westell is a Chartered Minerals
Quarry Products Limited | Surveyor and Fellow of the Institute of
Quarrying with over 20 years
Rob Storey, Planning experience in the minerals and waste
Manager, Raymond industry. Rob has previously project
Brown managed various planning applications
Quarry Products Limited | for a variety of mineral and waste
related developments across the UK.
Rob Storey BSc (Hons), MSc, L-APC
Geology Eddie Bailey, BSc, CGeol, FGS, EurGeol, FIQ
Chartered Geologist at

Eddie Bailey is a Chartered Geologist
and European Geologist with over 32
years UK and international experience
and expertise in construction aggregate
geology, including mineral exploration
of all aggregate deposit types,
geological resource modelling, quarry
design and development and mineral
reserve and resource assessment.

Eddie served on the Chartership Panel
of the Geological Society from 2006 to
2018 and currently serves as a
Scrutineer. He has lectured on
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construction aggregates and economic
geology at Cardiff University and
Leicester University and at numerous
national and international conferences.

Soils

Rob Askew,
Director at

Askew Land and Soil

Limited

CSaci, F.I. Soil Sci

Robert Askew is a Chartered Scientist
(CSci) and a Fellow (F.I. Soil Sci) of the
British Society of Soil Science (BSSS).
Rob is a Registered Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) Practitioner
with the Institute of Environmental
Management and Assessment (IEMA).

Rob has over thirty years of
experience in environmental research
and consultancy and he is Past
President of the Institute of
Professional Soil Scientists (IPSS),
which is now the Professional Practice
Committee of the BSSS. Rob is highly
experienced in land quality
assessments, especially ALC, as well
as general soil surveying and
evaluation. Rob routinely prepares soil
management strategies and advise
upon the sustainable use of soll
resources on construction and mineral
sites. Rob specializes in mineral and
waste applications and restoration and
aftercare schemes.

Arboriculture

Nathaniel
Done of
Wessex
Woodland
Limited

BSc (Hons) Zoology and Conservation &
MRes Ecology and Environmental
Sustainability.

Archaeology
and Cultural
heritage

Peter Bellamy
of Terrain
Archaeology
Limited

BSc (Hons) MCIfA

Landscape
and Visual
Impact

James Burt, of
David Jarvis
Associates
Limited (DJA).

CMLI.

DJA is a firm of chartered
landscape architects and town
planning consultants with
extensive experience in the
planning, assessment, design
and implementation of
minerals development.
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The firm is a Registered Practice of the
Landscape Institute.
Ecology Georgie Georgie Starkie BSc (Hons) MSc MRSB
Starkie and (Royal Society of Biology)
Sarah Hobbs
of Stark Sarah Hobbs BSc (Hons) PhD MCIEEM
Ecology (Chartered Institute of Ecology and
Limited Environmental Management)
Water Henry Lister, Senior BSc, MSc
Environment Hydrogeologist and
Director at Henry Lister holds a joint honours
BCL Limited Bachelor of Science Degree (Applied

Geology B.Sc.) and a Master of Science
Degree (Groundwater Engineering
M.Sc.).

BCL is an independent consultancy
specialising in various aspects of
hydrogeology and hydrology as they
relate to minerals extraction, waste
disposal, water supply and related
industries.

BCL has provided specialist services,
advice and reporting to the extractive,
waste and related industries since 1990.
During this time, 30+ years of experience
has been earned from involvement with
wide variety of assignments.

Noise and
Vibration

Reuben Peckham,
Director and Principal
Consultant at 24
Acoustics Limited

BEng, MPhil, CEng, MIOA

Reuben is a Chartered Engineer with a
first and masters degree in acoustic
engineering. He is a member of the
Institute of Acoustics and has in
excess of 25 years of experience in
industry, research and consultancy
relating to all aspects of acoustics,
noise and vibration.

He is a founding director of 24 Acoustics
Ltd which is a corporate member of the
Association of Noise Consultants.

Air Quality

Paul Eaton, senior
consultant at
DustScanAQ Limited

Paul Eaton has an Environmental
Geoscience BSc. He has over four
years of experience in dispersion
modelling of transport and point source
emissions for a range of sectors,
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including the minerals sector.

Transport Kimberley Hammonds Kim is a Chartered Transport Planning
Principal Transport Professional with over 15 years’
Consultant experience in the Transport

Paul Basham Associates | Development Sector and has worked
Limited BA (Hons), MSc, | in both the public and private sector.
CTPP
Kim has worked on a number of
infrastructure developments across the
UK. She acted as the expert witness for
transport at a planning inquiry, for an
inert waste recycling facility in
Hampshire.
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20. The proposed Sandland quarry extension (‘the Site’) is located in south-eastern
Wiltshire, approximately three kilometres (km) from the county boundary with Hampshire.

21. The application boundary is shown on the accompanying location plan, drawing number
DR-0001 S5-P1. The application area extends to approximately 8.4 hectares (Ha).

22. The Site occupies land approximately 1.8km to the west of the village of Whiteparish and
immediately north of the existing Brickworth Quarry. The city of Salisbury lies
approximately 9km to the northwest of the area.

23. The area is rural in character, located just north of the New Forest National Park, with
the land predominantly used for a mix of forestry and agricultural uses. The landscape
area comprises a strongly rolling landform with gently domed hilltops and dry valleys
interspersed by a series of rural lanes. There is a pattern of large-scale open arable
fields, scrub and woodland. The A36 trunk road corridor introduces a source of noise
and visual intrusion™.

24. There are a limited number of residential properties in proximity to the site, the closest of
which are located adjacent to and north of the A36. Of these, the nearest property is
Woodpeckers, which lies approximately 100 metres to the north of the internal haul road.

25. Approximately 2.5km to the north and north-west of the Site and forming a ridge
extending from east to west/south-west at an elevation of approximately 150 metres
Above Ordnance Datum (mAOD), is Dean Hill and Pepperbox Hill.

26. A Public Right of Way (PRoW) (footpath) (WHIT12) runs down the south-western flank of
the Site through a belt of mature trees, running generally north/south between the
A36/A27 junction and intersecting with WHIT 2 at Moor Farm.

27. The Esso Fawley to Avonmouth Pipeline lies adjacent and parallel to the internal quarry
haul road.

28. The extension area comprises approximately three hectares of land currently in
agricultural use as arable farmland. The existing site layout is shown in drawing DR-
0002 S5-P3.

29. The north-eastern boundary of the Site is bordered by the existing quarry access road,
linking the existing processing plant site with the A36/A27 junction approximately 120
metres to the north-west. A lone mature oak tree stands between the Site and the haul
road in the northern part of the Site.

30. The southern and western boundary is bordered by a belt of trees, within which
Sandland Drove, a public footpath, is situated. This belt contains a number of hedgerow
trees.

1 Salisbury District Landscape Character Assessment, February 2008 - Chris Blandford Associates
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The ground levels typically fall from 95 mAOD in the centre of the Site down to 84mAOD
and the northern-most extent and 77 mAOD at the southern margin.

Overhead powerlines (11kV) cross the southern part of the Site in a south-west to north-
east alignment. These are subject to a terminable wayleave that will be progressed
should planning permission be granted.

The planning application is accompanied by a Mineral Resource Report. This sets out
the results of a geological investigation undertaken in January 2025, which identified that
the Sandland extension area contains an estimated 207,000 tonnes of soft sand from the
Reading Formation. The quality of the soft sand encountered was of a similar quality
and composition to the reserves locally at Brickworth Quarry.

The extension area is largely underlain by the Reading Formation sand of Palaeogene
age, with mineral thickness ranging from 4m (northern and southern ends) to 14m in
northern central sections. These rest on an undulating bedrock surface formed by the
Portsdown Chalk Formation. The upper chalk of the Portsdown Chalk Formation is
recorded at approximately 120m thickness in vicinity of the Site. The Portsdown Chalk
Formation is mapped as outcropping in the extreme north of the proposed phase.

The Reading Formation is generally recorded as variable in nature due primarily to its
depositional setting; the formation was laid down in rapidly alternating, near-coast fluvial,
estuarine, and marine environments. Deposits therefore vary from thin, intermittent red-
brown clays to clean, yellow and orange-brown sands of variable grade.

Proposed Site

36.

37.

The application area comprises an agricultural field, the current quarry processing plant
site and stockyard and an existing soil storage area, which has previously been worked
and backfilled.

The current planning permission (19/00380/WCM) is due to expire in summer 2028 and
an extension of time is sought to accommodate the proposed additional mineral working,
backfilling and restoration.

Existing Quarry

38.

Sand extraction at the existing Brickworth Quarry commenced in April 2003. Extensions
to the quarry were granted in 2009 and 2015, first into Round Copse North and then into
Lowdens Copse. In April 2017, planning permission was granted for a major extension
to the site (16/09386/WCM) comprising the winning and working of an estimated 1.34
million tonnes (mt) of sand; these new areas were referred to as areas A and B and are
comprised of eight phases (1-4 in Area A and 5-8 in Area B).

11
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In 2018, planning permission was granted for an amendment to proposed drainage
infrastructure as part of the restored landform (19/00380/WCM). The site is currently
being operated pursuant to this planning permission.

The excavated areas are being progressively restored using imported and site-derived
inert materials and then returned to a combination of forestry and agricultural uses.

Sand extraction is presently nearing completion in the penultimate phase (phase 7) of
the quarry with working of the final phase (8) scheduled to commence in summer 2025.
Restoration has largely been completed in Area A, save for some remaining tree planting
in phase 3/4. Backfilling of the mineral void is presently taking place in phase 6 in Area
B. Cessation of operations and restoration of the quarry is currently required to be
completed by summer 2028.

12
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Brickworth Quarry produces approximately 140,000 tonnes of soft sand per year for use
within the construction industry. The products produced by the quarry are predominantly
sold for mortar production and are distributed across south Wiltshire and Hampshire.
The quarry provides employment for approximately eight members of staff directly on
site, in addition to numerous associated roles such as lorry drivers and suppliers.

The existing quarry has a remaining mineral reserve equivalent to approximately a
further 15 months of extraction, followed by backfilling and restoration to a combination
of woodland and agriculture. The site is required to be fully restored and all plant and
equipment removed, by summer 2028.

The existing quarry has various operational areas and is divided into eight phases that
are being progressively worked for mineral. Following ecological checks and mitigation,
the existing commercial plantation woodland is felled and timber exported from the
relevant phase of the land. Further ecological checks are undertaken prior to the
removal of soils and, where these soils are classified as Plantation on Ancient Woodland
(PAW) soils, a high proportion is direct-placed onto a previously-worked and backfilled
phase to approved restoration levels.

Following the removal of soils to expose the underlying mineral, the sand is excavated
using a 360° excavator and loaded onto dump trucks which haul the mineral to the plant
site. At the plant site, the mineral is fed by loading shovel into a screener for processing
and removal of any naturally occurring clay waste. Processed mineral is then loaded
onto road-going lorries by loading shovel before crossing the weighbridge and exiting the
site via the purpose-built, signal-controlled highway access onto the A36.

Backfill of the quarry void to approved restoration levels is achieved through a
combination of the deposit of site-derived mineral waste and overburden and the
placement of imported inert material. Materials imported to the site for backfill are
predominately non-recyclable ‘softer’ inert construction, demolition and excavation (CDE)
arisings such as soils, chalk and clays. Tipping at Brickworth Quarry is typically carried
out on a campaign basis, as and when prepared void space becomes available, based
on the progression of mineral working across the site.

Progressive restoration of the quarry phases is completed through the planting of native
deciduous trees to replace the previous coniferous commercial plantation. The quarry is
operated pursuant to an approved Construction Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP), Landscape Environmental Management Plan (LEMP) and requirements
associated with Protected Species licenses. The quarry is regularly inspected by
Wiltshire Council for compliance with these requirements.

13
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47. In order to maintain the supply of construction materials to the market beyond the life of
the existing reserve, RBQP propose a new area of mineral working in the vicinity of the
existing quarry. It is proposed to work Sandland as a quarry extension following the
exhaustion of the consented reserves at Brickworth. The extension area will also
provide further void space to meet the need for management of CDE material generated
by the construction industry.

48. It is anticipated that mineral output will be approximately 140,000 tonnes per annum,
therefore it would take approximately 18 months to complete mineral extraction in the
new area. Inert materials? would subsequently be imported for backfill of the void and
restoration of the land to a combination of agriculture and nature conservation, this would
take a further two years following exhaustion of mineral reserves.

49. Due to the limited surface area of the proposed void, the extension is proposed to be
worked and restored as a single phase; Mineral extraction and inert backfill will take
place consecutively. Temporary planning permission will therefore be required for 3.5
years from the date of commencement, it is currently envisaged that this would result in
operations at the quarry continuing until autumn 2030.

50. Preparation of the extension area, including stripping of soils and archaeological ‘sign-
off’, would need to commence and be completed prior to absolute exhaustion of existing
reserves, in order to enable continuity of mineral supply at the quarry.

51. The proposal will necessitate the continued use of the existing site infrastructure (internal
haul road, processing plant site and soil storage area) beyond the existing permitted end
date for these areas (summer 2028). The application therefore effectively seeks to
extend the permitted timescale for restoration of these areas by a further two and a
quarter years.

52. The proposed Sandland extension to mineral working has been designed in accordance

with the following principles and requirements:

e Maximisation of the available reserve (avoiding mineral sterilisation) while balancing
available and necessary space for operations;

¢ Geotechnical appraisal of the proposed excavation to ensure the safety and
protection of the existing internal haul road and adjacent Fawley to Avonmouth
Pipeline;

¢ Protection of ground and surface water flow and quality;

o Protection, retention and accommodation of existing environmental constraints such
as perimeter habitat, mature trees and associated Root Protection Areas;

2 Inert waste is waste that does not undergo any significant physical, chemical or biological
transformations. Inert waste will not dissolve, burn or otherwise physically or chemically react,
biodegrade or adversely affect other matter that it comes into contact with, in a way likely to cause
environmental pollution or harm to human health - Environment Agency - Landfill operators:
Environmental Permits

14
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o Ensuring no unacceptable amenity impacts such as from noise or dust on nearby
sensitive receptors or users of Public Rights of Way, arising as a result of day-to-day
operations;

e Protection of the existing soil resource and reinstatement of the land to original
ground levels and the necessary standard for agriculture;

e Provision of Sustainable Drainage Systems as part of the restored Site, incorporating
the requisite Climate Change factor to ensure no net-increase in flood risk;

¢ Nature conservation enhancement of the restored site to deliver a net-gain for
biodiversity as a result of the development.

The proposed working site layout is show in drawing number DR-0003 S5-P3. Cross-
sections of this are provided in drawing number DR-0004 S5-P2.

The economic mineral deposit at the Site is broadly estimated to extend to a maximum
depth of 78mAOD. The excavation void has therefore been designed to accord with this
parameter.

The quarry extension would be worked in a similar manner to the existing Brickworth
Quarry, with the removal of soils and extraction of underlying sand followed by
restoration through the use of site-derived by-products and the importation and
placement of inert materials.

Minerals from the Sandland Extension will be transported to the existing processing plant
site area via quarry dumptruck along the existing access road; a very short haul
compared to previous working areas.

Within the mineral excavation footprint, soils would first be stripped and either formed
into low-level perimeter environmental bunds or placed in the ‘Finger Field’ storage area
to the south of the existing plant site. Following the removal of soils to expose the
underlying mineral, the sand will be excavated using a 360 excavator. The mineral
would be processed through a mobile screener to remove any naturally occurring clay
waste before being stockpiled and subsequently loaded onto road going lorry by a front-
end loading shovel.

Upon completion of mineral working and exhaustion of the reserve, Site-derived clay
waste will be placed to form the basal geological barrier required to form the tipping cell
for inert waste acceptance. Upon successful completion of the required permeability test
for the cell, import of inert material will commence. Road going HGVs will tip material at
the cell location and a tracked bulldozer will be used to compact and grade the imported
fill to the approved levels.

The existing planning permission for mineral working at Brickworth Quarry
(19/00380/WCM) allows for the importation and blending of sand when necessary, in
order to augment the properties of mineral products produced at the site and to
accommodate natural variation within the available resource. This aspect is proposed to
continue as necessary during the working of the new Sandland phase.

15
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The proposed hours of working will be as per the existing consent at Brickworth Quarry;
07.00 - 18.00 Monday to Friday and 08.00 - 12.30 on Saturday.

The proposed development will result in an extension of the existing vehicle movements
at Brickworth Quarry for an additional 18 months, following which movements will reduce
as the mineral becomes exhausted and backfilling-only continues.

No Public Rights of Way would be directly impacted by the proposed development.

Upon completion of backfilling operations, the Site will be restored to original ground
level, comprising a combination of agricultural and nature conservation after-uses. The
proposed restoration is shown in drawing number DR-0004 S5-P4.

Soil profiles will be reinstated in the correct sequence and depths in to achieve the
necessary standard for restoration. An Aftercare Scheme will be agreed with the Mineral
Planning Authority providing for a five year aftercare period for agricultural areas.

The proposed development will restore approximately 1.9Ha of arable cropland and
0.8Ha of neutral grassland. An existing shrub belt along the eastern boundary of the
Sandland phase will also be enhanced through additional planting and management.
The proposed restoration scheme will deliver a +14.86% increase in biodiversity value on
the site. Those areas restored for nature conservation purposes will be managed for a
period of 30 years pursuant to Biodiversity Net-Gain requirements.

Perimeter drainage swales with detention basins will be installed at restoration. The
perimeter swale and basin serving the southern end of the Site will have a capacity of
386m3; and the northern swale-basin will provide 182 m? of storage space. These will
ensure that post-restoration, surface water run-off will be no greater than the existing
rate and therefore will not increase flood risk elsewhere.

It is proposed that the areas of the application site currently operated pursuant to the
original planning permission, continue to be restored in accordance with the approved
details, following completion of backfilling at Sandland. Restoration of the areas will
therefore be completed through the planting of native deciduous trees at the Finger Field
and the reinstatement of agricultural land at the processing plant site. These works will
be implemented in accordance with the existing approved Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP), Landscape Environmental Management Plan (LEMP) and
any requirements associated with Protected Species licenses.

16
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The application is supported by a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. This
considers that the effects from the proposed development on landscape character would
be principally limited to the Site and its immediate vicinity.

In visual terms, the Site is well screened by mature vegetation that surrounds the
existing quarry, and further enclosed by woodland, copses and hedgerows within the
wider landscape. There are very few settlements or standalone residential properties
within the vicinity of the Site.

The visual assessment has identified that the majority of views are localised and those
observed are primarily limited to the footpath network surrounding the Site. Longer
distance views are precluded by existing vegetative screening around the quarry,
intervening topography, mature woodland and hedgerows within the wider landscape.

At a Site level during extraction and backfilling stages of the project, operations would
represent a high adverse effect, however beyond the immediate locality of the proposed
works, landscape impacts would be more limited and are predicted to be minor —
moderate adverse.

The greatest effects on visual amenity would be for receptors using public footpath WHIT
12, along sections of the route adjacent to the extraction area. Any views will be
glimpsed through the existing woodland and scrub. Footpath WHIT 2 will also have
longer distance views towards the Site. The visual impact during the schemes
operational period, will be a moderate adverse effect on receptors using the footpaths
around the quarry.

Once restoration has been completed, there will be no or negligible effect on the
landscape character or visual amenity within the study area, as the Site will have been
returned to its pre-development condition and/or restored in accordance with the extant
mineral permission.

It is considered that there will be no effect long term on landscape character and that the
Site has the capacity to accept the proposed mineral extraction operation without
causing significant adverse effects on the quality or character of the local landscape.
The proposals are considered to be policy compliant in landscape and visual terms, and
appropriate within the context of a short-term temporary extension to an existing quarry.

The application is supported by a Hydrological/Hydrogeological Impact and Flood Risk

Assessment (HHIFRA). As part of this assessment, the collection and interpretation of
baseline data has facilitated a detailed understanding of the nature of, and interactions

between, the groundwater and surface water systems operating at and around the Site.
The understanding of hydrological and hydrogeological conditions has been applied to

assess the likely primary impacts of the development upon the water environment.

17



76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

N, RAYMOND BROWN Sandland Extension — Brickworth Quarry, Whiteparish
/ Q ~T¢

UARRY PRODUCTS

Significant potential impacts identified during the course of investigations have been
addressed by the incorporation of mitigation measures into the design of the
development.

The land in the vicinity of the Sandland site is free-draining and characterised by a lack
of any mapped surface water features. The closest watercourse is 1 km to the south.
The entirety of the application area is located within Flood Risk Zone 1 (FRZ1), which is
land having less than 1 in 1,000 annual probability of fluvial flooding (i.e. lowest risk).

The underlying Chalk bedrock is a major regional aquifer (Principal Aquifer) supporting
public water supplies and environmental baseflow to springs, streams and wetlands.
Regional groundwater flow directions near the Site appear to be variable. Installation
and monitoring of borehole piezometers on Site have revealed that groundwater flow
beneath the Site is in a north-easterly direction towards the River Test, which passes 10
km to the east of the Site. During peak groundwater level conditions, there is predicted
to be ¢.19m thickness of unsaturated Chalk lying below the base of the proposed
workings. It is concluded that there will be no risk of intercepting the watertable during
the operational life of the quarry. Notwithstanding this, local groundwater levels will
continue to be monitored using the network of piezometers installed at the Site.

Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) groundwater vulnerability
mapping shows that the geological strata at the Site are classified as having “High
Vulnerability” with respect to their susceptibility to percolation of contaminants spilled at
ground surface. The Chalk aquifer beneath Phase 9 forms part of a Total Catchment
(SPZ 3) for the Hale boreholes public water supply lying 8 km to the southwest of the
Site.

During previous investigations relating to the application for (and variation of) the Site’s
Environmental Permit, two private water supplies were identified within 2 km of the Site
(GWP Drawing No. BRCKPLAN1607F-6-A): Glendale Farm (2 km to the southeast of
Phase 9) and Newhouse (2 km to the south-southwest of Phase 9). The risk to these
water supplies will be addressed through the Environmental Permit for the Site.

The infilling of Phase 9 with restoration materials will be subject to a separate
Environmental Permitting application to be made to the EA. The Environmental Permit
application will be supported by a Hydrogeological Risk Assessment (HRA). The
Hydrological Risk Assessment will examine the containment and monitoring
requirements necessary to ensure that the infilling can proceed without posing
unacceptable risk to the water environment. It will also specify a programme of
groundwater quality monitoring and assessment (via formal and enforceable control and
compliance limits) to ensure appropriate data is collected to allow confirmation and / or
design and implementation of any remedial measures that may be required. Adherence
to the measures identified by the formal assessments accompanying the Environmental
Permit application will provide appropriate safeguarding of groundwater quality in relation
to the infilling aspect of the Application.

The free-draining nature of the strata beneath the floor of the quarry means that rainfall
will continue to recharge the aquifer and provide groundwater baseflow to the nearest
surface water features. Compared with current land use (agricultural fields), the rate of
recharge by effective rainfall will be marginally higher during mineral extraction when the
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extension area is dominated by bare ground rather than crops/grass cover. At
restoration, the land will be returned to agricultural use; therefore, recharge rates will be
very similar to present day. It is considered that there is no risk of any reduction in
baseflow to the surface water features; meaning that there will be no depletion in flow or
decline in levels.

Perimeter swales with detention basins will be incorporated into the design of the
restoration landform in order to accommodate increased runoff volumes. The results of
calculation show that the storm runoff “balancing volume” required during the 100-year
storm (with 45% allowance for climate change) would total approximately 568 m3. These
will ensure that post-restoration, surface water run-off will be no greater than the existing
rate and therefore will not increase flood risk elsewhere.

The HHIFRA concludes that, in combination with specific measures for the protection of
the water environment, there are considered to be no over-riding hydrogeologically or
hydrologically based reasons why the proposed development should not proceed in the
manner described by the Application.

An assessment of the potential noise impact associated with the proposed operation

has been completed. The assessment has been carried out following background noise
surveys undertaken at locations representative of the closest residential properties to the
site and following acoustic calculations of noise emissions from the proposed operations.

The proposed extension would be carried out using the same working methods as are
currently employed. Noise would be generated from soil and overburden removal, sand
extraction and restoration works. Noise would also be generated from the mineral
screening activity and the access/egress of site vehicles and lorries.

As identified, there are a number of residential properties in proximity to the Site,
including local PRoWs. Noise from the development could potentially affect these
receptors, but the extent of propagation will further reduce as mineral working proceeds
to depth during extraction. The existing quarry is subject to noise limits by way of
planning condition which limit noise emissions to that required by National Planning
Guidance .

The assessment has indicated that the level of noise impact for the proposed extended
scheme at the nearest properties will be lower than the existing site planning noise limit
and lower than the absolute noise targets set out in the government’s minerals planning
guidance. The assessment also indicates that the noise impact associated with the
operations will be low or negligible at all receptors at all times. In Planning terms this will
generate a noise impact which falls between No Observed Adverse Effect and Lowest
Observable Adverse Effect Level as defined in the Planning Practice Guidance.

Regardless of this, RBQP will ensure that the site operates within the confines of a noise

management plan which will ensure that best practicable means are employed on site at
all times to minimise environmental noise emission.
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The impact of the potential direct and indirect effects arising from the construction and
operation of the proposed extraction area on protected sites, habitats and species has
been assessed. The proposed works will result in the temporary loss of an area of
cropland and neutral grassland, with potential impacts on bracken dominated field
margins. Boundary features including woodland edges, scrub and the mature oak tree,
will not be directly impacted. Following quarrying activities, the site will be reinstated.

The site lies within 2km of the New Forest Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 5km
of the River Avon SAC as well as three Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites,
and within the SSSI Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) for the New Forest SSSI. Details are set out
in the Ecological Impact Assessment addressing potential adverse effects on designated
sites and how those can be managed and avoided throughout the construction and
operational phases of the project.

Two Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are situated within 500m of Sandland, one of which
immediately abuts the southern boundary. This comprises a plantation on ancient
woodland. Measures set out in the Hydrological/Hydrogeological Impact and Flood Risk
Assessment by BCL Hydro will protect this LWS from the impacts of runoff and a
Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEMP) will be produced setting out detailed
steps to protect the LWS from accidental harm.

The site lies ¢.800m to the west of the Bat Consultation Zone for Mottisfont SAC. Due to
the scale of the works and distance from the Bat Consultation Zone, negative impacts
upon bats associated with the SAC are not anticipated.

The footprint of the proposed works will impact upon (currently) fallow cropland, a
common and not intrinsically ecologically valuable habitat. As such, ecological impacts
resulting from the loss of cropland are deemed to be negligible. The small area of
neutral grassland in the south is also a common and widespread habitat. Its temporary
loss to quarrying works is unlikely to create significant adverse impacts within the
landscape, however this habitat will be recreated and enhanced when quarrying works
cease and the site is reinstated. The scrub, mature tree and woodland plantation are
valuable ecological habitats which are currently not planned to be impacted by the works
and as such no adverse impacts upon them are anticipated.

The proposed restoration scheme will deliver a +14.86% increase in biodiversity value on
the site. Those areas restored for nature conservation purposes will be managed for a
period of 30 years pursuant to Biodiversity Net-Gain requirements.

An assessment of the impact of the proposed development on Agricultural Land
Classification (ALC) grading of agricultural land and soils was undertaken. The quality of
agricultural land in the extraction area (i.e., approximately 3.0ha) is limited by soil
droughtiness to Subgrade 3a.

It has been assessed that the proposed development would temporarily adversely affect
approximately 3Ha of Subgrade 3a in the mineral extraction area. The land in the
mineral extraction area would be restored to its former Subgrade 3a quality for
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approximately 1.9ha of agricultural land that could be used for arable production; the
remainder of the Extraction Area would be restored to neutral grassland and swale
areas. Therefore, the proposed development would result in the net loss of
approximately 1.1ha of Subgrade 3a, which will be restored to neutral grassland and
swale area. The significance of the residual, temporary, adverse effect of the proposed
development on approximately 1.1 ha of Subgrade 3a agricultural land is assessed as
slight, which is not significant regarding the national resource of agricultural land.

97. The quality and quantity of soil resources (topsoil and subsoil) available for reuse at the
site will be safeguarded through the application of a Soil Resource Strategy (SRS). This
follows best practice set out in DEFRA’s ‘Construction Code of Practice for the
Sustainable Management of Soil on Construction Sites’ (2009), MAFF ‘Good Practice
Guide for Handling Soils (Sheets 1 to 4) and best practice for the restoration of
agricultural land is set out in DEFRA (1999) ‘Guidance for Successful Reclamation of
Mineral and Waste Sites’.

98. Soils would be carefully removed in accordance with the Soil Resource Management
Plan in advance of quarrying and used to create perimeter screening bunds or stored
within the existing storage field. Distinct soil profiles would be stored separately to
prevent mixing. Upon completion of backfilling, soils would be re-spread in sequence
and in a loose and uncompacted condition. The restored land would be sown with a
grass ley and aftercare of agricultural areas would take place for five years following
completion of restoration. By protecting soil resources in this way, the significance of the
residual effect of the proposed development on soil resources would be negligible, which
is not significant.

99. A Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of the planning application. The
aims of the assessment are to assess the significance of any heritage assets on the site,
to assess the potential for previously unrecorded heritage assets to survive on the site
and to provide data to assess the scale of impact of the proposed development on any
heritage assets.

100. Operations at the existing Brickworth Quarry proceed in accordance with an
approved programme of archaeological work in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) agreed with Wiltshire Council. It is expected to similarly agree a WSI
for a programme of archaeological work during mineral extraction for the extension Site.
This would entail a watching brief by a qualified archaeologist during soil stripping works
to check for and record archaeological features.

101. There are no designated heritage assets within the Site and there could be no
physical impact on any of those identified within the study area. There are no previously
recorded heritage assets within the Site but two former quarry pits and a series of
geophysical survey anomalies were identified during the assessment. It is considered
that there is also the potential for further, as yet unidentified, features of interest to be
present within the Site.

102. The proposed sand extraction within the Site will fully remove all other buried
archaeological remains present and any as yet unidentified features of archaeological
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interest. The degree of harm to those archaeological remains present within the Site
(assessed as having low or unknown significance) is likely to be substantial harm.

103. The closest designated asset to the Site is a milestone, which stands c. 122m to the
east of the Site. Itis a Grade Il Listed Building of medium significance. There is no co-
visibility between the asset and the Site. Therefore, there could be no impacts on the
setting of this asset as a result of the proposed quarry extension and no effect on its
significance.

104. The Pepperbox (No. 4) is a folly, probably built by Eyre of Brickworth House in the
early 18th century. Due to topography and intervening vegetation there is no co-visibility
between the asset and the Site. There could be no impacts on the setting of this asset as
a result of the proposed quarry extension and therefore no effect on its significance.
There are no other designated heritage assets within the 2km study area which meet any
of the criteria for further assessment. There could be no impacts on the settings or
significance of any of these assets as a result of the proposed quarry extension.

105. The heritage assessment has identified three features of archaeological interest
within the site. Two of these features are quarry pits of low archaeological significance,
only one of which is likely to be affected by quarrying operations. The third is a series of
geophysical anomalies which appear to delineate a sub-square enclosure and which are
currently assessed as of unknown significance.

106. In order to assess the true archaeological significance of the putative enclosure,
further work to characterise the nature, date, and survival of any sub-surface remains is
recommended. It is suggested that this should be in the form of archaeological field
evaluation. The number, size and location of the evaluation trenches will be decided in
consultation with the Wiltshire Council Archaeologist and implemented in accordance
with a draft Project Design for an Archaeological Field Evaluation of Potential Enclosure
submitted with this application.

107. A Dust and Air Quality Assessment was carried out by DustScanAQ as part of the
planning application. The assessment was carried out by competent professionals and
with appropriate reference to relevant policy and guidance. The assessment considered
the potential impacts of the Air Quality Objectives (AQQO) for PM10 and PM2.5, and from
‘nuisance’ or ‘disamenity’ dust arising from the proposed development.

108. The existing Brickworth Quarry is operated in accordance with an approved Dust
Management Plan. This places a range of controls on operations in order to limit fugitive
dust emissions. The Site would continue to be operated in accordance with a site-
specific Dust Management Plan. Mitigation would include a range of measures including
avoiding the movement of soil in windy conditions, damping down the haul road if
necessary, shielding mineral transfer points, use of wheel cleaning facilities and
maintenance of the access road. Working of mineral within the footprint of the quarry
void will assist in containing any dust arising from this activity as working progresses to
depth.
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109. The assessment of emissions for PM10 and PM2.5 has shown that activities
associated with the proposed development are unlikely to have a significant impact on
particulate matter concentrations with regard to the AQO. Consequently, exceedances
of the relevant AQOs are not likely. Provided that this site is operated in accordance
with the suggested dust mitigation measures, the assessment shows there would be
negligible effects at all receptors. Consequently, this assessment shows that the
proposed development can be operated in a manner unlikely to cause significantly
adverse dust impacts in its vicinity.

110.  With reference to best practice guidance, the overall impact of the proposed
development is considered to be not significant. The proposed development is
considered not to conflict with any national, regional or local planning policy.

111. A Tree Survey was carried out in accordance with BS5837:2012 (Trees in Relation to
Design, Demolition and Construction — Recommendations). The purpose of the survey
is to comment on the significant/retained trees on the site and/or on neighbouring land
adjacent to the site boundary, where they may affect or be affected by the proposed
development. The survey also assesses tree condition and suitability for retention.

112.  As no tree reductions or removals are required for the purposes of the development,
there will be no direct or indirect impacts on the condition or structural integrity of the
trees as a result of the proposed development. Furthermore, no incursions into RPAs,
changes to soil levels, or above-ground conflicts are proposed.

113. The development will be carried out in accordance with an Arboricultural Method
Statement. Protective fencing will be installed to demarcate exclusion zones during
operations to ensure that the trees in question are appropriately safeguarded throughout
the duration of the works.

114. ltis therefore concluded that, subject to continued adherence to the agreed exclusion
zones and precautionary and protective measures, the proposed works can proceed
without arboricultural constraint or adverse impact on the contribution of the trees to the
amenity and character of the wider landscape.

115. A Transport Statement was prepared by Paul Basham Associates in support of the
proposed development.

116. The access to the extension will be via the existing private access road which joins
the A36 Primary Route (and A27) at a signalised crossroads. The A36 is a part of the
SRN and designated a ‘Local Lorry Route’ linking Salisbury, Southampton, the A350
(which in turn links to the M4), A303 and M27.

117.  The vast majority of vehicle trips associated with the Site traverse the A36 and do not

pass along the A27 or through local villages such as Whiteparish. All HGV traffic is
monitored by CCTV to ensure that movements only occur via the A36. This
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arrangement will be retained, as existing, to support the extension of operation on the
site.

118. The Personal Injury Accident data revealed that there were 5 ‘slight’ incidents in the
vicinity of Brickworth Quarry, over the most recently available 5-year period, and all on
the A36. None of these incidents included pedestrians, cyclists or HGVs. This is an
extremely low number especially when considering the fact this is a trunk road carrying
large volumes of traffic, suggesting no underlying safety issues, which also accords with
NPPF paragraph 116.

119. The sequential, phased manner in which the quarry is operated means that
operations will move from one of the existing phases to Sandland. Therefore, it is not
anticipated that there will be any increase in vehicle movements on the local highway
network as a result of the extension to the quarry. Instead, current vehicle trips will
continue for a period as the end of operations is extended from 2028 to Autumn 2030
and will decrease once restoration of this land is underway.

120. Information relating to the operation of the site has been provided, outlining that the
number of HGV trips that are generated by the quarry equate to approximately 13
movements per hour, or an HGV trip every 4-5 minutes, and this will continue. The site
has been operating with no known issues and given there is no increase in HGV trips
associated with the proposals there is no reason for this to change as a result of the
proposed extension to both the site and the timeframe of operation.

121. As such, the proposal would not have an unacceptable impact on highway safety, nor
would the residual cumulative impact of the proposed extension of operation to include
Sandland be severe, thus complying with the NPPF.

122. The Geological Report by TGS sets out the parameters used to design the extraction
void:
e The extraction perimeter including 10m standoffs from woodland and road
boundaries;
e Batter angles of minimum 1v:1.5h through both overburden and mineral and a 5m
wide intermediate bench where the mineral face exceeds 7.5m in height.

123. The report concludes that the design concept as presented is considered a non-

significant hazard based on the batter angles, intermediate benching, and the free-
draining nature of the mineral.
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124. Brickworth Quarry has been in operation since 2003, supplying approximately
140,000 tonnes of soft sand to the market per year for use within the construction
industry. Sand from Brickworth Quarry is used in both the local and wider region within a
range of aggregate products used to build homes, roads, schools and hospitals.

125. The existing Brickworth Quarry has a remaining mineral reserve equivalent to
approximately a further 15 months of extraction. In order to maintain the supply of
construction materials to the local market beyond the life of the existing reserve, RBQP
propose an extension to the existing permitted quarry. The extension will also provide
further void space to meet the need for management of excavation and demolition
material generated by the construction industry.

126. The proposed extension would contribute a further 0.2mt of soft sand to the Wiltshire
sand and gravel landbank and allow sand extraction and related activities to continue at
present rates, meeting an urgent need to maintain a steady and adequate supply of
aggregates as required by local and national planning policy. The proposed extension
will also support Wiltshire in making an appropriate contribution to national supply.

127. The proposal has been carefully designed in accordance with the principles set out in
this Statement. The effects of the development have been assessed and with the
inclusion of recommended mitigation measures, it is considered that the development
will not result in any unacceptable adverse effects.

128. The proposal is considered to be in accordance with local and national planning
policy and is not predicted to result in any unacceptable adverse social, economic or
environmental impacts. A presumption in favour of sustainable development contained
within paragraph 11 of the National Planning Policy Framework therefore applies.

129. There are no other material planning considerations which would indicate that the
proposals are unacceptable. The benefits of the development have been demonstrated
to outweigh any minor impacts and as a result, the report concludes that there are no
planning policy reasons as to why the proposal should not proceed.
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