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PRE-DESK STUDY ASSESSMENT 

Tel: 01993 886682 
Email: uxo@zetica.com 1 
Web: www.zeticauxo.com 

Zetica House 
Southfield Road, Eynsham 

Oxfordshire, OX29 4JB 
 

PA020844 — FLAXLANDS 

DOCUMENT DETAILS 

Site name: Flaxlands 

Reference: PA020844 Client: AECOM 

Date: 12th November 2024 Contact: Lydia Rouillard 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

While always prudent, a detailed desk study is not considered essential in this instance. 

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Military Activity No significant military activity affecting the Site has been identified. 

During WWII, several Anti-Tank (AT) ditches were constructed on the Site.  After WWII, 
these were removed. 

WWI Bombing Potential targets within approximately 5km of the Site: 
 Transport infrastructure and public utilities. 
 Military establishments and training areas. 

No readily available records have been found indicating that the Site was bombed. 

WWII Bombing The Site was located in Cricklade & Wootton Bassett Rural District (RD), which officially 
recorded 82No. High Explosive (HE) bombs, with a density of 1.8 bombs per 405 hectares 
(ha). 

Potential targets within approximately 5km of the Site: 
 Transport infrastructure and public utilities. 
 Military establishments and training areas. 
 Anti-Aircraft (AA) and anti-invasion defences. 

No readily available records have been found indicating that the Site was bombed. 

Bombing Decoys None identified within 5km of the Site. 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

These findings are based on a cursory review of readily available records; caution is advised if you plan to action 
work based on this PDSA. 

Where a potentially significant UXO hazard source has been identified on the Site, no further research has been 
undertaken.  A detailed UXO desk study and risk assessment may identify other potential UXO hazard sources 
on the Site. 

Visit www.zeticauxo.com to learn more about Zetica’s detailed UXO desk studies and other UXO services.  Click 
here for more information about the most common UXO hazard sources in the UK. 

If you have any further queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us at uxo@zetica.com or 01993 886 682. 

 

http://www.zeticauxo.com/
https://zeticauxo.com/downloads-and-resources/uxo-information-sheets/
mailto:uxo@zetica.com


PRE-DESK STUDY ASSESSMENT 

Tel: 01993 886682 
Email: uxo@zetica.com 2 
Web: www.zeticauxo.com 

Zetica House 
Southfield Road, Eynsham 

Oxfordshire, OX29 4JB 
 

NEXT STEPS 

Follow the steps below to determine the appropriate course of action: 

 

Potential UXO hazard identified?  If the PDSA has identified a potential source of UXO hazard affecting your 
site, then a detailed UXO risk assessment is recommended. 

No obvious source of UXO hazard?  If the PDSA has not identified any obvious source of potential UXO, works 
can proceed. 

It is good practice to raise awareness of the background UXO risk in the UK as part of a standard site induction.  
This will ensure that appropriate action is taken in the unlikely event that UXO is discovered. 

Don’t skip a stage:  If you skip the detailed risk assessment stage, you could end up undertaking unnecessary 
work (e.g. trying to detect a UXO hazard that has already been removed). 

Similarly, a detailed risk assessment might find that the UXO hazard is worse than expected and has a greater 
potential to cause harm, requiring a different mitigation approach than would otherwise be undertaken. 
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Appendix D Site Walkover Plan and Photographs 



 

 

      Geotechnical and Geo-Environmental Walkover  
             

 All photos are appended within Photographic Log. 

 
 

 Figure 1 Location of Site Observations  

Project:  Flaxlands Solar Farm Date: 11/11/2024 

Job Number:  60727989 Undertaken by: LR 
Site Location:  Wootton Basset, Swindon 

Weather Condition:  Sunny, Overcast  

Purpose of Site Walkover:  Geoenvironmental/geotechnical walkover survey 

Who did you meet on site:  N/A solo walkover  
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List of DTS 
Features to be 

checked during site 
visit 

Feature and Information Site Photograph Number 

Site Setting The site comprises a north and southern portion. 
The north of the site contains an access track leading 
to Flaxlands Farm comprising small storage structures 
and large barn area.  
 
The southern site comprises a series of connected 
pastoral fields.  

16,27,28,32,33,35,38,43,45,52,54,58,61,61,63,66, 
67,69,71,72,73,76,77,78,79,80,86,87,89 

Access/ GI 
feasibility 

Overall access for GI will be good, allowing for 
movement of equipment and machinery through the 
double gate access points within the fields.  
 
Water supply on site will need to be confirmed, some 
clay pipes and water pipes were observed during the 
walkover as were water tanks.  
 
Some slopes within the site are significantly steep and 
therefore there may be issues with accessing these 
with the rig, routes would need to be planned in 
advance and weather considered. 
 
The ground was very wet underfoot on a dry day with 
evidence of farm vehicles churning up significant ruts 
within the ground. Risk of vehicles becoming stuck or 
skidding down steep slopes in wet weather.  

1,3,51,55,56,34,40,59 

Evidence of Past 
Activities 

There were numerous stockpiles of material on site 
including rubble, hardcore, soil andmuck. 
 
Some areas contained raised mounds which are 
assumed to be previous soil stockpiles grown over.  

7,8,11,13,14,15,17,18,19,23,47,74,83,84,85 

Geographical 
Setting 1.7km north of the town of Royal Wootton Bassett 

and approximately 300m north of the M4. Consists 
of multiple agricultural fields bounded by 
hedgerows and tree-lined hedgerows with isolated 
trees and existing farm tracks across the site.  

 See topography  

Topography The elevation of the site varies significantly. The 
central portion of the site is at the highest elevation at 
the top of the hill. The site then undulates and slopes 
down towards the north of the site into a valley where 
it steeply rises at the northern extent.  
The southeast of the site gently slopes away from the 
center of the site.  
 
The southern site has a gently sloping topography from 
northeast to southwest.  

21, 36,37,39,41,44, 46,48,49,50 

Ground Conditions The site was wet underfoot in most locations despite 
topography change.  
 
 

10,42, 53,60,64,70,81,88 

Site Boundary and 
neighbors 

The site is bordered by further agricultural fields in 
most locations. Some site boundaries are proximal to 
3rd party infrastructure such as electrical pylons, 
telephone tower and water reservoir.  

 See site setting 

Vegetation Soft landscaping (grass) bounding both buildings with 
the inclusion of concrete pathing stones as footpaths 
towards walkways.  
Many of the fields were bordered by mature trees  

16, 



 

 

List of DTS 
Features to be 

checked during site 
visit 

Feature and Information Site Photograph Number 

Ground Surface Varied significantly, mostly grass with areas of rubble 
and hard standing on main trackway areas or within 
access gates between fields.  

17,18, 

Site Drainage Surface water drainage was seen to run into the 
existing brooks on site.  
 
Some areas where surface water not draining were 
encountered on site and there were numerous areas 
of marshy ground.  

See ground conditions 

Electrical 
Equipment 

An electrical substation was encountered adjacent to 
the site boundary within the southern part of the site.  
 
Overhead electric lines were also present at the site.  

20, 29,83 

Evidence of utilities Numerous access chambers seen within grassed 
areas.  
Surface water drainage running through site. 

7,14,15,83,84,85 

Buildings/Structures External view of buildings only, numerous storage for 
farm equipment and materials. 

12,75 

Air Emissions No emission points assessed NA 
Storage of 
chemicals/fuels 

None identified, tanks and containers visible within 
site walkover photos. 

NA 

Accidents None aware of. 
Surface water within southern part of site had oil 
sheen on the water in multiple locations. 

NA 

Waste No skips identified on site. 
No burned areas identified on site.  
Stockpiles of material seen on site as noted above.   

NA 

Odours None identified. NA 
 

 

 

 



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

1OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:17:42.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Access, nearby traffic (Street names / Width / height restrictions / publicFeature :

Site access through double gateFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

2OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:18:50.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface topography (Smooth / undulating / terraced / slope angles)Feature :

Raised mound of ground potentially infilledFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

3OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:22:42.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Access, nearby traffic (Street names / Width / height restrictions / publicFeature :

Viewpoint looking southwest from trackFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

4OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:24:13.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface topography (Smooth / undulating / terraced / slope angles)Feature :

Raised moundFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

5OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:26:05.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

Looking northeastFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

6OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:26:52.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

Looking westFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

7OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:28:17.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Buried services, manholes, tanks or pits (Location / type)Feature :

Drain coverFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

8OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:30:23.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Muck heapFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

9OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:31:40.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface condition (Hardstanding / old floor slabs / cultivated)Feature :

Hard rubble at farmFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

10OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:32:57.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface water and marshy or soft ground (Rivers / streams / width / depth /Feature :

Standing water from vehiclesFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

11OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:34:21.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

StockpileFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

12OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:35:25.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Existing Buildings/structures (Inhabited / Height / plan area / construction)Feature :

Existing shed, not entered some vehicles stored in addition to hatFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

13OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:38:44.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Muck heapFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

14OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:42:52.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Mound of rubble covered in grass from drain excavation adjacentFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

15OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:46:06.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Buried services, manholes, tanks or pits (Location / type)Feature :

Excavation approx 3m x 2m x 0.8mFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

16OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:49:13.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

Mature oak tree on boundary and general views across siteFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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16OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

17OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:51:39.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Area of previous structure?Feature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

18OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 09:57:31.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Shipping containers for storage unknown contentsFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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18OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

19OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:00:00.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Change in slope , stockpile of rubbleFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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19OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

20OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:03:05.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Overhead Cables (Height / electric / telephone / street lighting)Feature :

Electric overhead linesFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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20OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

21OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:05:27.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

SlopeFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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21OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

22OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:07:47.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface topography (Smooth / undulating / terraced / slope angles)Feature :

Undulating/ hummocky groundFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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22OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

23OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:10:10.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

Storage box in site boundaryFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

24OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:11:23.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Boundaries and security (Wall / fence / height/ breaches)Feature :

ViewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

25OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:15:27.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Boundaries and security (Wall / fence / height/ breaches)Feature :

ViewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

26OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:16:33.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Boundaries and security (Wall / fence / height/ breaches)Feature :

AccessFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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26OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

27OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:21:31.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General areaFeature Description :

Additional Notes :

Page 20 of 89

Johnson, Claire
Rectangle



27OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

28OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:24:02.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General area and oh linesFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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28OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

29OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:25:40.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Overhead Cables (Height / electric / telephone / street lighting)Feature :

Electric overhead linesFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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29OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

30OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:29:14.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface topography (Smooth / undulating / terraced / slope angles)Feature :

Sloping topography into depression approx 5mx5mFeature Description :

Additional Notes :

Page 24 of 89

Johnson, Claire
Rectangle



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

31OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:30:51.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface topography (Smooth / undulating / terraced / slope angles)Feature :

Undulating groundFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

32OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:32:14.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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32OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

33OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:34:14.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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33OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

34OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:34:41.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Boundaries and security (Wall / fence / height/ breaches)Feature :

GatewayFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

35OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:36:55.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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35OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

36OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:39:19.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Undulating change in slopeFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

37OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:40:33.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

LandslipFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Potential dissolution feature approximately 5m in diameter
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37OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

38OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:44:02.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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38OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

39OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:45:24.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

SlopeFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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39OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

40OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:46:30.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

Gate entryFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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40OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

41OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:49:51.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Approx 10m elevationFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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41OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

42OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:50:37.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Surface water and marshy or soft ground (Rivers / streams / width / depth /Feature :

Stream not visiblFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

43OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:52:24.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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43OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

44OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:58:08.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Landslip offsiteFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

45OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 10:59:33.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Other relevant observations (Including identification of potential risks toFeature :

General viewFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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45OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

46OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:01:44.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Potential instabilityFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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46OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

47OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:03:28.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Materials / Processes on site (Type / location / security / hazardousFeature :

StockpileFeature Description :

Additional Notes :

Page 42 of 89

Johnson, Claire
Rectangle



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

48OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:04:23.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Possible LandslipFeature Description :

Additional Notes :
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48OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

49OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:06:22.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Marsh grass at top of hill groundwater perched?Feature Description :

Additional Notes :
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51OBJECTID :



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

50OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:09:00.000

Lydia.Rouillard@aecom.com_aecomCreator :

Slopes and steep faces (Height / angle / evidence of distress)Feature :

Slope LandslipFeature Description :

Additional Notes :

Page 46 of 89

Johnson, Claire
Rectangle



Field Maps Report
Project No.: 60727989Project: Flaxlands

51OBJECTID :

Date & Time : 11/11/2024 11:10:28.000
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